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No. 

Name. 

No. 

Date. 

Subject. 

Page 

1 

Messrs. Mayer and 
Greiner 

• • 

Dec. 17, 1878 

King Menelek of Shoa wants an open commu¬ 
nication with the coast towards Aden. 
Transmits his letter to the Queen . 

1 

2 

India Office 

4 4 

June 24, 1879 

Three letters from King Menelek to the Queen, 
Foreign Minister, and Mr. B. Millard, 
with complaints against the Viceroy of 
Egypt . . » • •• * » 

; 4 

3 

Anti-Slavery Society . 

• m 

July 10, 

Letter from King Menelek. Suggestion re¬ 
specting cession of Massowah, Zeyla, and 
Tajura to Northern and Southern Abyssinia. 

6 

4 

Mr. Lascelles •. 

Telegraphic 

Aug. 25, 

Gordon Pasha to negotiate for Khedive with 
King John of Abyssinia. He asks for a 
letter in the name of Her Majesty’s Govern- 

lD 6 Qt • « 44 44 44 

7 

5 

Baron von den Brineken 

• 4 

26, , 

Letter from King of Shoa to the Emperor of 
Germany. Report on Shoa from the Ger¬ 
man Consul-General at Alexandria 

7 

6 

Mr. Lascelles 

Telegraphic 

27, 

Gordon Pasha wants Her Majesty’s gun-boat 
at Jeddah to go to Massowah, and suggests 
that one of Her Majesty’s ships should be 






sent from Aden. See No. 4 

10 

7 

To Mr. Lascelles 

Telegraphic 

27, 

May give Gordon Pasha a letter to King John 
in sense suggested in No. 4 

10 

8 

To Admiralty 

Secret and 
Confidential 

29, 

Copies of Nos. 4 and 6. Is there a ship of war 
at Aden available ? 

10 

8 

Admiralty .. 

• i | 

Confidential 

30, | 

Her Majesty’s ship “ Dragon” is at Aden. Her 
Majesty ’s ship * Seagull ” is in the Red Sea. 
Admiral Corbett, in the ** Euryalus,” is pro¬ 
bably at Aden now also .. 

10 

11 

To Mr. Lascelles 

26 

Slave Trade 

Sept. 6, 

Substance of No. 9 in reply to No. 6 

11 

12 

Mr. Lascelles .. 

493 

Aug. 26, 

Letter from King John of Abyssinia to the 
Queen, with two further letters .. 

11 

13 

» i> • • 

494 

26, 

Rumoured invasion of Egypt by Abyssinians. 
Extends No. 4. Notes on the Soudan by 

w 

Gordon Pasha 

13 

14 

M 99 •» 

497 

29, 

Instructions of Khedive to Gordon Pasha. 
Copy of letter to King John in accordance 
with instructions in No. 7 

15 

15 

To Baron von den 
Brineken 

4 % 

Sept. 10, 

Reply to No. 5. Will communicate again 
after receipt of letter from King John 

18 

17 

Anti-Slavery Society . 

4 4 

17, 

See No. 3. Letter from King John complain¬ 
ing of closing of port of Massowah 

19 

18 

Mr. Lascelles 

513 

17, 

Letter from Gordon Pasha from Massowah. 
Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah expected 
there 

f 20 

19 

» 99 •« 

Telegraphic 

25, 

Gordon Pasha has seen Has Alulah and is on 
his way to King John. Confident of success 
of negotiations . . ... 

20 

20 

Admiralty.. 

4 4 

25, 

Next British man-of-war visiting Jeddah to 
call at Massowah .. .. 

20 

21 

Consul Zobrab 

2 

12, 

King John reported to be near Massow f ah with 
large force. Gordon Pa9ha asks 14 British 
Cdnsul ” to go there. Has handed letter to 
Mr. A. Wyide, who will proceed there at 

44 44 j 4 4 + % 

21 

22 

Messrs. King and Co. 

• • 

L 26, 

Receipt of letter from King John. Sends reply 
for transmission . . ,. .. 

21 

23 

To Admiralty •• 

• • 

27, 

British ship no longer wanted at Massowah ,. 

22 

24 

To India Office 

4 4 

27, - 

Copy of No. 14 and substance of No. 19 

22 

25 

To Anti-Slavery So¬ 
ciety 

4 4 

29, 

Negotiations going on between King John and 
Egypt. Reply to No. 17 

22 

26 

Mr. Lascelles 

924 

25, 

Two telegrams from Gordon Pasha. Present 
situation of the question. Extends No. 19 .. 

23 

27 

Mr. King .. 

* * 

23, 

Suggests regular Consular representation being 
established in Abyssinia. Incloses letter from 
King John .. «. .. „ 

24 
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40 
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43 


Memorandum by Mr 
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52 


To Consul West 
jMr. Malet.. 


• • 


• • 


Telegraphic 

Telegraphic 

Telegraphic 


Nov. 11, 

IU 

15, 

18, 


44 

To Admiralty 

Secret and 
Confidential 

45 

Admiralty .. 

Secret 

46 

Mr. A. B. Wylde .. 

Confidential 

47 
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43 

Slave Trade 
173 

Telegraphic 

176 

Telegraphic 

Telegraphic 


19 , 

20 , 

Oct. 20, 


Nov. 7, 


11 . 

11 , 

28, 

28, 


18, 


19, 


Dec. 1, 


2, 

4, 


Subject. 

Thinks the present time favourable to try to 
secure to Abyssinia unrestricted intercourse 
with the civilized world. Incloses letter from 
King John .. .. .. .. 

Information from Mr. A. Wylde. King John 
going to visit Gordon Pasha at Gura 
Sends letter from Messrs. King to King John 
for transmission. See No. 22 
Letter for King John inclosed in No. 22 has 
been sent to Mr. Lascelles for transmission . 
Reply to his letter of 23rd ultimo. Matter is 
under consideration of Her Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment 

Egypt and Abyssinia. Situation of affairs. 

Memorandum showing.. 

Thanks for No. 28. Matter is under con¬ 
sideration of Her Majesty’s Government .. 
Egypt and Abyssinia* Present relations. 
Letter from Gordon Pasha to Messrs. King 
and Co. «• .. .. «. 

See No. 26. Letter from Mr. A. B. Wylde, 
with a document from Gordon Pasha 
Objections of Gordon Pasha to a port being 

f iven to King John. Private letter from 
ira respecting .. 

Translations of letters from Kings of Abys¬ 
sinia and Shoa to the Queen. Remarks 
respecting free communication with the sea.. 
Two papers from Gordon Pasha for Miss 
Gordon. Satisfactory termination of question 
expected .. .. . • •• 

Relations between Egypt and Abyssinia 

Shall he accompany Gordon Pasha to Cairo as 
requested in inclosed telegram ? .. •. 

Consul Zolirab may go to meet Gordon Pasha 
on his arrival at Souakin or Suez . 

Telegram from Gordon Pasha. Impossible to 
settle anything with King John. One of 
Her Majesty's ships should station near 
Massowah .. .. . * 

Copy of above. To consider what steps should 
be taken 

Instructions sent for a ship of war to go to 
Massowah .. .. 

Long despatch on present state of affairs, with 
suggestions as to the future. Incloses cor¬ 
respondence with Gordon Pasha, Ac. 

Gordon Pasha asks him to meet him at Soua¬ 
kin, aud go to Cairo with him. Shall he do 
so? Extends telegram.. 

French Mission at Bogos. Letter from Gordon 

I^as ha *• .. .. 

Copy of No. 46. Has not asked Mr. Wylde 
to come to Cairo 

Her Majesty’s ship M Seagull ” ordered from 
Aden to Massowah 

Copy of No. 46. Mr. Wylde’s conduct. 

Views of Her Majesty's Government on 
Sends above through flying seal. To dis¬ 
avow Mr. Wylde’s proceedings as an Agent 
of Her Majesty's Government 
See No. 38. Note verbale to Egyptian 
Government, with translations of letters in¬ 
closed m i • • • • • • • 

Extends No. 43. Views of Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment as to sending a battalion and a ship of 
war to Gordon P&sha .. .* • • 

Her Majesty's ship M Seagull " to go from 
Massowah to Jibbel Zoogur to help Bteamer 
** Penguin," which is ashore . • 

Services of * 4 Seagull " not wanted .. 
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No truth in report that Abyssinian army is 
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news from Gordon Pasha lately .. • • 
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58 


59 
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60 


61 


62 


63 


64 


Name. 
Consul Zohrab 


• • 


Mr. Malet.. 




»> «« 


73 

Consular 

L 45 

Slave Trade 
Telegraphic 


Date. 

Nov. 18, 1879 


26, 
Dec. 6, 


66 


67 


68 


69 


69* 


70 


71 


72 


74 


77 


78 


Captain Speedv to 
Lord Beaconsfield 
Mr. Malet.. 

To India Office (and to 
Admiralty) 

To Mr. Malet 


Telegraphic 


347 


Nov. 28, 
Dec. 10, 
10 , 
12 , 


The Queen to the King 
of Ethiopia 
The Queen to the 
King of Shoa 
To Count Munster .. 


• • 


65 Mr. Malet, 


II 


II 


• « 


634 


648 


tt 






tt 


655 


657 


To India Office 

• * ■ 

• • 

13, 

Mr. Malet.. 

# • 

Telegraphic 

19, 

To Sir A. Paget 

• • 

590 

19, 

Mr. Malet.. 

• • 

665 

Confidential 

10. 

» tt • • 

# • 

673 

13, 

To Mr. Malet 

• • 

360 

20, 

Admiralty .„ 

• • 

• • 

23, 

India Office 

• « 

# • 

23, 

Mr. Malet.. 

* • 

676 

15, 

» » •• 

• • 

682 

Confidential 

19, 

» 99 • • 

• » 

Telegraphic 

30, 


12 , 

12 , 

12 , 

Nov, 29, 
Dec. 3, 


6, 

6, 


Subject. 

Respecting Mr. Wylde having received and 
opened letters addressed by Gordon Pasha 
to Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Jeddah. 
Two telegrams from Gordon Pasha advising 
that a ship of war be sent to Massowah 
Disquieting news respecting Abyssinian move¬ 
ments. One battalion and a corvette being 
sent to Massowah. No news from Gordon 
Pasha 

Abyssinia and Egypt. Respecting adjustment 
of a mutual frontier 

Expected arrival of Gordon Pasha at Massowah 

Substance of No. 58, with copy of No. 57. 

Gordon Pasha expected at Massowah 
Letters to King John and King Menelek. 
Sends. May communicate to Egyptian 
Government .. .. .. .. 

Reply to his letter. Offers good offices with 
Khedive 

Reply to his letter. Offers good offices with 
Khedive 

Substance of the Queen’s replies to the Kings 
of Abyssinia and Shoa.. .. 

Mr. Wylde*8 proceedings. Has acted in sense of 
Foreign Office telegram of the 28th instant . 
Acknowledgment of above from Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, who has informed Gordon 
Pasha 

Bishop of Shoa has been expelled from Abys¬ 
sinia, and is now in safety 
Measures taken in consequence of disquieting 
telegrams respecting action of King John. 
No news of Gordon Pasha. Khedive uneasy . 
Copies of letters from and to Kings John and 
Menelek, with further correspondence 
Gordon Pasha suggests cession of Zulla to 
Italy 

Gordon Pasha’s suggestion of ceding Zulla to 
Italy. Extends telegram 
Letter from Gordon Pasha to Khedive’s Chief 
Secretary .. .. 

Gordon Pasha has arrived a Massowah, and 
is shortly expected at Cairo .. M 

Proposal of cession of Zulla to Italy. Her 
Majesty’s Government would oppose. Call 
attention to Firman of Khedive’s accession .. 
Her IVLijesty’s ship “ Philomelgone to 
Jeddfii, calling at Massowah .. ., 

Copies of papers in No. 69 sent to India 
Extract from the “ Moniteur Egyptien” of the 
23rd December. Letter from King John to 
Khedive 

Supposed design of Italy of getting a footing 
on the coast. Opposition of Khedive. Recall 
of Gordon Pasha. An officer going to Assab 
to report .. 

Letter from Gordon Pasha to Italian Consul- 
General, urging Italy to treat for cession of 
Annesley Bay. Has not forwarded 


Page 


63 


65 


65 

66 

68 * 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 




Papers respecting Relations between Egypt and Abyssinia. 


No. l. 


Messrs. Mayer and Greiner to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received June 26, 1879.) 


(Translation.) 

Excellency, Ankober , December 17, 1878. 

KING MENELEK of Slioa has delivered to us a letter to Her Majesty Victoria, 
Queen of England and Empress of India, with directions to translate it. 

In order to comply with the said King’s wish, it is necessary to give your Excel- 
lency some particulars respecting it. Shoa is the southernmost kingdom of Abyssinia, 
and comprises in its present extent about 5,000,000 inhabitants, Christians, Mahomme- 
dans, and heathens. For the maintenance of peace a considerable military force is 
required, and an offensive position towards the powerful Galla tribes, who arc still 
heathens, in the south. 

The King is striving to introduce European civilization, useful arts, and sciences 
into his country, and has even abolished the Slave Trade, which was so profitable to 
him, throughout his kingdom. 

But, in order to carry out his well-intentioned efforts, he requires a free and open 
communication with the coast of Zeyla or Tadjurah towards Aden, which, however, 
is closed against him by the Egyptian Government, the possessor of the east-coast 
countries. 

In this affair he applies to your most gracious Queen, who from of old has been 
friendly with Shoa, begging that Her Majesty will use her powerful influence in his 
favour, and thus obtain the free opening of the one indispensable wav to the 
coast. For he has had arms, workmen, tools, and other things procured in Europe and 
at Aden, and the Egyptian Government stops the way for this consignment and keeps 
it out. 


Soliciting that your Excellency may be pleased to lay the accompanying letter from 
King Menelek before Her British Majesty, wc express to you our wash that you will 
also condescend to obtain a gracious answer. 

In order to procure a correct translation of such gracious answer here, it is 
necessary to have a copy in German, and that it be attested by an Imperial seal. 

Recommending this well-meaning Christian King to your favourable consideration, 
we beg, &c. 

(Signed) JOHANNES MAYER, of Wurtemburg, 

JOHANN JACOB GREINER, of Baden, 

Evangelical Missionaries. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 1. 


The King of Shoa to Her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

(Translation.) 

All-powerful Queen and Empress! 

MAY this letter from Menelek, King of Slioa, be received by Her Majesty the 
Queen of England and Empress of India. 

Wishing that God may keep you in good health and prolong your life, I offer you 
my salutation with deepest reverence. 

For a long time I have earnestly desired to visit your Majesty, and should con¬ 
sider myself very fortunate if I could fulfil that wish, hut my country is not quite 
pacified yet. I hope, however, that with God’s help tranquillity and order will be fully 
established. 

With great pleasure I announce to you tie joyful intelligence that in the course 
of the year I have become reconciled with King Atje Johannes. We are now united 
as friends. I now govern my subjects, Christian and heathen, in peace and tran¬ 
quillity. Hope now that with God’s help and your Majesty’s high favour, the eyes of 
Abyssinia will he opened so that we may at once see the light. The teachers 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, who are in Abyssinia and amongst the Galla, render 
us important service. We should he glad if there were a great many of them. 

Since I have understood that in all Christian kingdoms, according to general 
agreement of the Rulers, the Slave Trade has been abolished, I join in this humanity of 
theirs, and have released all Galla prisoners of war taken in war by my army, at one 
time 50,000, at another 20,000 souls. 

But the inhabitants of the Red Sea coast countries carry on the Slave Trade as 
their only occupation. They steal the Christian and heathen people there and sell 
them as slaves for Arabia. The Viceroy of Egypt only pretends to forbid the Slave 
Trade to deceive the Christian Powers, there are numberless slaves in his house as well 
as in the houses of his Mahommedan grandees. Whilst they feign to practise Euro¬ 
pean humanity, they go in pitiless cruelty even so far as to emasculate many youths in 
order to employ them as guardians of women (eunuchs). Others feed and clothe them 
well, and carry on sodomitic atrocities with them. No Christian Government 
will think of putting us under such godless men, for we are created after the image of 
God, and are endeavouring to introduce European Christian discipline and cultivation 
amongst us. 

Your Majesty knows very well that their Koran allows them to marry four 
women, and to buy for money just as many more as they please, even if it were a 
million. Such a religion is not human hut beastly. 

Your Majesty lias most humanely sent ships into the Red Sea, and most strictly 
forbidden the Slave Trade, but they still carry it on in secret. 

Two years ago I sent some messengers to Zeyla with business commissions, and 
ordered them at the same time to make special inquiries how the Slave Trade was 
going on there. Am ongst, the innumerable slaves who had been sold in secret there 
they found the stolen daughter of a respectable Christian man of this place. They 
bought her out and paid the sum before the eyes of the Pasha there, because my 
people could not get her liberty in any other way. The second Governor of Aden 
knows of this incident. 

Even the following great injustice was also reported to me by my messengers, and 
troubled me very much:— 

“ We heard that a consignment of slaves was to come by Aussa; two of 
us went to Taguri (Tadjurah) to see the slaves. When they got there the slave- 
dealers cried out, * They are spies,’ and fell upon both. One they killed, and the other 

escaped.” ' ■ , - ' • 

This unjust assassination of my messenger I leave to your Majesty’s righteous 
judgment. I cannot assault Tadjurah from the sea, but from the land side I can, 
though I will not have recourse to hostilities, for I hope the European Powers will 
obtain my right for me. 

The Viceroy of Egypt has taken possession of everything from Massowali up to 
Berbera, nay even up to Harar, and the dominion of the Cross has there been subjected 
to the Crescent for two years. What is the meaning of this advance? But I hope, if 
God has really distinguished our Crown with the Cross, God will never let us come 
under these unjust Mahommedans. I hope your Majesty’s Government, as well as 
the other European Governments, will get justice for us, whether we never had a sea¬ 
port or whether we are not entitled to a way to the coast. 
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Finally, to say all in a few words, would your Majesty send a confidential man to 
me, who might report to you daily respecting all that occurs here, that I am really 
endeavouring to introduce science and culture into my country ? 

For me, the Christian Ruler, who is endeavouring to promote science and culture, 
who fulfils the wishes of the European Governments, treats their people honourably, 
strives to extirpate the Slave Trade, to introduce European manners and civilization 
into my country, are my hands still to be tied until the day ol my death ? 

The Egyptian Government stops my way, wishes to prevent me from getting 
arms, tools, artists, &c., from Eui’ope here. I shall have to die before I am able to 
leave behind in my country anything of Europe’s abundant art. 

Whoever undertakes such an important duty ought to be provided with good 
weapons, in order to be superior to his many unbelieving enemies. We are quite 
accustomed to fight with spears on horseback, but I ought to he supplied with fire¬ 
arms, with the commission to extirpate the whole brood of slave-dealers therewith. 
Why does the Egyptian Government dare to stop the way for the arms which I have 
bought, and the workpeople I have engaged, with the intention of subjecting savages 
and making civilization accessible to them ? My proceedings were never concealed 
from. it. My object can never be to wage war with Egypt, nor yet to make an inroad 
into the Viceroy’s territory. I only want to protect my country from foreign inroads, 
to maintain my country in peace and order, to subject savage heathen people, who 
have hitherto made the road impassable for every scientific traveller, and to dry up the 
Slave Trade at its source. 

Your Majesty might now employ your power for the protection of the Christians, 
and by a just judgment, for the speedy abolition of the prohibition that bars the way, 
show your Christian authority in our favour. 

May God keep your Majesty in good health ! 

Written at Litsche, the 28th November (Hedar), in the year of grace 1871, 
corresponding with the 6th December, 1878. 

Translated, by direction of Kang Menelek, by the Evangelical missionaries. 

(Signed) Johannes Mayer, of Wurtemburg. 

Johann Jacob Greiner, of Baden. 

(The King’s stamp.) 


Minute by Mr. Wylde. 

I do not think that any reply should be sent to these letters until we have 
heard what the India Office have got to say on the subject, and I think also that it 
would be very desirable that we should he made acquainted with Colonel Gordon’s 
views before taking any action in the matters to which these letters relate. 

Gordon Pasha, in whom is vested the command of the Red Sea and Somali coasts, 
and the territories surrounding Abyssinia and Shoa, is on good terms with King 
Johannes of Abyssinia, who last year defeated Menelek and took him and his whole 
army prisoners; and if, therefore, it is our interest, as I take it it is, to promote peace 
and goodwill between the King of Abyssinia and the Egyptians, it would hardly do 
for us to take any steps as regards Menelek which might compi’omise the Egyptians 
and Gordon’s position towards King John, or might encourage Menelek to resume 
hostilities against Abyssinia. 

One of Menelek’s principal grievances is that he is prevented obtaining supplies 
of arms and ammunition from the coast. It is not to be expected that the Egyptians 
would allow cither Menelek or King John to supply themselves with arms' which 
would under any circumstances render them more powerful and dangerous neighbours 
than they arc at present, and, therefore, in any reply which may be returned to King 
Menelek’s letter it should be borne in mind that we could not support his claim to 
have free trade in arms and other warlike stores. It is more than probable that 
Menelek has written to other Governments besides our own, with the view to obtain 
free communication with the sea, when he would be in a position to obtain all he 
requires, and the recent movements of Italian ships of war in the neighbourhood of 
Zeila and Tajourali would point to that Government as being in communication with 
him, more particularly as we know that there is an Italian expedition in the interior 
n the neighbourhood of Shoa. 

o 

As it would complicate matters very much, and probably give us eventually an 
infinity of trouble, if the Italians or any other foreign Power were to obtain a settle- 
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ment on any part of the Somali coast or shores of the Red Sea, it is evident that we 
ought to do all we can to prevent such an occurrence; hut it would he difficult to do 
this if Menelek or King Johannes were to make good their position on any part of the 
coast. The latter has the means of doing so if he thinks fit, as he is master of the 
position, and the Egyptians have no force to prevent him. But King John has stated 
that he does not want a port, and that it would he only an embarrassment if he had 
one. All he wants is that traders should be allowed to communicate freely with the 
coast (small duties only being levied), and this Gordon has agreed to. But Menelek, 
it will he seen, wants a port, and if assisted by any foreign Power would probably 
obtain one. 

Gordon Pasha wants to give up his jurisdiction over the Somali coast and country 
including Berberali, Zeila, and Tajourah, on the ground that they are only an incubus 
on his Government, and that he is obliged to expend the surplus revenues of other 
districts to govern the above-named places. If he were alloAved to levy reasonable 
duties then lie would not object to retain them under his command, but he protests 
against the Convention which was concluded last year between the British and 
Egyptian Governments, which makes Berberah and Tajourah free ports, and prevents 
him raising sufficient revenue to cover the expenses of governing the country. 

Annexed is an interesting paper drawn up by Colonel Gordon (which has been 
given to me privately, and which I have had copied), showing at a glance the countries 
governed by Gordon, the force occupying them, the amount of revenue raised, the 
expense of governing, and the sui*plus or deficit, as the case may be, of each 
district.. 

At Berberah and Zeila it will be seen that there is an annual deficit of 14,2411., 
and a debt of 3,761Z. If Gordon is allowed to raise sufficient taxes to cover this 
deficit he is quite willing to continue the government, and also to build and maintain 
a lighthouse at Guardafui, and I would submit that it would be worth our while to 
consider whether some arrangement may not be practicable that would satisfy Gordon 
on this head. I will only add that on the whole of the Danakli coast the Egyptian 
rule is wholly nominal. 

The natives there are practically independent, do as they choose without let or 
hindrance, and, as they are a warlike race, neither the Abyssinians nor the Egyptians 
care to meddle with them. It is from this part of the coast that the Slave Trade is 
chiefly carried on, and whatever instructions the Turkish or Egyptian Governments 
may issue for taking possession of this part of the coast of the Red Sea, the possession 
will only be a nominal one. 

I would propose to send copies of Menelek’s letters to the India Office and to 
Mr. Lascelles, for communication to Colonel Gordon, in such manner as he inav deem 
best fitted, and ask for their view's on them before replying to the King. 

I avou Id also propose to send the India Office (confidentially, as it Avas green to 
me privately) a copy of Gordon’s sketch map. 

W. H. W. 

Foreign Office, July 18, 1879. 


No. 2. 

Mr. Stanhope to Lord Tenterden.—(Received June 26.) 

My Lord, India Office, June 21,1879. 

I AM directed by Viscount Cranbrook to forward hereAvith, for such action as the 
Marquis of Salisbury may deem advisable, three letters in original from King Menelek 
of Shoa, addressed respectively to Her Majesty the Queen, the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, and Mr. B. Millard. 

A copy of the despatch from the Resident at Aden which accompanied the letters 
in question is annexed for his Lordship’s information. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD STANHOPE. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 2. 

Brigadier-General Loch to Viscount Cranbrook . 

My Lord, * Aden Residency, May 15, 1879. 

I DO myself the honour to forward letters received by me on the 10th instant 
from King Menelek of Abyssinia, for despatch to their addresses. 

2. Translated copies of the communications I have received are attached. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS LOCH. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 2. 


Sultan Menelek of Shoa to the Marquis of Salisbury. 

(Translation.) 

(After compliments.) 

WE are, by the grace of God, quite well. We received your letter in the month 
of Ramadlian, and were much pleased by it. We like and seek the friendsliip of the 
European Powers, as you know r . The Pasha of Egypt has stopped against us the 
route by sea, and we are annoyed at this. There is friendship between us and the 
British Government since many years, and you are near us, and how do you approve 
of the dishonour done to us ? We haA'e done nothing bad for the Pasha of Egypt, nor 
did we commit plunder on him, nor did we make war against him, and why lie closes 
the road against us ? 

Our grandfathers did not do anything in our country, but we send for arms, 
materials, and workmen at our own expenses, and they (Egyptians) stop these from 
coming to us. 


The PoAvers of Europe, we do not trust, approve of such acts. Please send to Her 
Majesty the Queen the letter addressed to her, and let the answer come to us speedily. 
We hope you will be kind and friendly to us, and we expect a pleasing answer from 
you. We are your children, excuse us as w r e are far from you. Attend to our case 
according to justice, so that we may be pleased. 

Written at Leke on the 13th day of Tahas-has, 1871. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 2. 

The King of Shoa to Brigadier-General Loch. 

(Translation.) 

Your Excellency, 

MAY this letter of the King Menelek of Shoa reach Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Resident, General Loch, at Aden. How are you ? I am, thank God, in best health. I 
received your letter in the month of September, to my great delight. 

[ am very glad to hear that you have taken notice about my entering into 
friendly relations with the European Powers, but I am very sorry to inform you 
that the Viceroy of Egypt has closed the road from the coast to my country; knoAving 
I hat the British Government, avIioso Representative at Aden has been for a long time 
on friendly terms Avith me, I beg to ask why your Government has not taken steps to 
prevent this. 1 have no quarrel with the Viceroy of Egypt, and have never had any 
intention to enter into a Avar with him. Why has he closed the road from the sea-shore, 
which never happened in my forefathers’ time, if they brought ammunition, other 
articles, and Avorkmen into the countrv. 

* • m v i ♦** s l j ■ i , m a n 

I cannot understand that this is done with the consent of the European 
Powers. J ‘ 

Will your Excellency be good enough to forward this letter to Her Majesty 
the Queen, and I would feel much obliged by being honoured with an early 
reply. . 

Hoping that Her Majesty Avill be a benevolent judge in the matter to her 
distant son. 

Written at Litshe the 13th Tahas-has, 1871 (21st. December, 1879). 

Translated by order of the Evangelical Missionaries. 

(Signed) Johannes Mater, of Wiirtemberg. 

Johann Jacob Greiner, of Baden. 
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No. 3. 


The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to the Marquis of Salisbury. 

My 12.) 


(.Received 


My Lord, 27, New Broad Street, London, E.C., July 10, 1879. 

ON behalf of the Committee of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, we 
heg to submit to your Lordship a copy of a letter received by the Society from 
Menelek, King of Shoa and of Southern Abyssinia. 

In connection with the subject matter of this letter, we would refer your Lordship 
to a memorial presented by a joint deputation from some of the Chambers of Commerce 
and of the Committee of this Societv to the Earl of Derby on the 4th August, 

1876. 

On that occasion the attention of Her Majesty’s Government was earnestly called 
to the practical suppression of all commerce with the highlands of Abyssinia which 
resulted from the action of the Egyptian Government, producing, as it did, not merely 
an injury to the trading interests of England and of other nations, but proving itself 
to be a measure specially designed for sheltering the Slave Trade and for preventing 
interference with that nefarious traffic. 

The arrangements made by Colonel Gordon, and the relations concluded between 
Egypt and King John of Abyssinia, will (as we understand them, and so long as they 
subsist) confer a free passage for goods to King John’s dominions, through the port of 
Massowah, but, as your Lordship will see from the letter of the King of Shoa, here¬ 
with inclosed, the exclusion of all legitimate trade with other countries is still main¬ 
tained in full force so far as regards the whole of Southern Abyssinia. 

We would, therefore, on behalf of the Committee of this Society, most earnestly 
ask Her Majesty’s Government to at once move that of Egypt to do away with the 
restrictions herein complained of. 

In conclusion, we would respectfully submit to your Lordship’s consideration 
whether amongst those changes, political and territorial, which may be awaiting Egypt, 
it may not be a wise policy on the part of Her Majesty’s Government to promote a 
cession of the ports of Massowah, Zeyla, and Tajura to Northern and Southern 
Abyssinia, as being a measure which, on the one hand, will remove from those countries 
a perennial incentive to wars and bloodshed, and on the other will powerfully conduce 
to the extension of European commerce and civilization to those most productive but 
now isolated regions. 

The fact of the letter of the King of Shoa having been nearly seven months 
on its road to England may afford proof to your Lordship, were such proof necessary, 
of the difficulties that now exist in all communications between Southern Abyssinia 
and the civilized world. 


"W*c are &c. 

(Signed) ’ JOSEPH COOPER,! Hon. 

EDMD. STURGE, J Secretaries. 
CHAS. H. ALLEN, Secretary. 


Inclosure in No. 3. 

The King of Shoa to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 

(Translation from the Amharic and German.) 

Highly honoured Gentlemen, 

MAY this writing of Menelek, King of Shoa, safely reach my friends of the 
Anti-Slavery Society in London. With the greatest respect I ask you how goes it 
with you ? I, my people, and my army are well. God be praised therefor. 

Dear Friends, 

You formerly wrote to me, and advised me that for a Christian King the institu¬ 
tion of the Slave Trade in his kingdom was an inconsistency. 

I have accepted your advice, and I am now convinced of its truth. Herewith I 
send you the joyful message, as answer, that I have abolished the Slave Trade in my 
whole kingdom, and in its borders, for I am a Christian. Therefore, consider me 
henceforth as your friend. 

My country is far distant from your country. My road to the coast, to Zeyla, 
Tajura, and Aden is at present closed to me by the Mussulmans, to wit, the Egyptian 
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Government. They prevent my receiving into my country either provisions, arms 
agricultural implements, artizans, or even messengers of the Gospel. 

Will you kindly raise your powerful voice in order that I may have this way 
opened to me, for I desire to inaugurate in my kingdom European civilization, intelli¬ 
gence, and art. 

Given at Ankobar, the 14th December, 1878. 

(L.S.) 

Translated into German by— 


J. Mater, 

J. J. Greiner, 


Missionaries. 


No. 4. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury .—( Received August 26.) 

(Telegraphic.) ‘ Cairo, August 25, 1879. 

IN consequence of a threatened attack on Egyptian territory by Abyssinian 
troops, Viceroy lias requested Gordon Pasha to enter into negotiations with King 
John with a view to arranging matters amicably, and announcing at same time 
Viceroy’s accession to the throne. 

Gordon Pasha has suggested that a very good effect would be produced, and that 
he would be more likely to succeed in his attempts to avert hostilities, if I could give 
him a letter to King John expressing the hope of ner Majesty's Government that the 
difficulties between Egypt and Abyssinia would be amicably settled, and pointing out 
that Her Majesty’s Government would view with concern any hostile act against 
Egypt, more especially since present Viceroy was willing to satisfy just claims of 
Abyssinia, and desired to live on friendly terms with his neighbours. 

Gordon Pasha will leave Suez for Massowah in three or four days, and I should 
be glad to receive your Lordship’s instructions before he leaves. He has given me a 
letter from King John for the Queen whicli I will forward by next mail. 


. . No. 5. 

Baron von den Brincken to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 26.) 

(Translation.) 

My Lord, German Embassy, August 26, 1879. 

IN the year 1872 the Imperial Consulate-General at Alexandria forwarded to 
Berlin a letter from King Menelek of Shoa, South-east Abyssinia, addressed to His 
Majesty the Emperor and King. That letter, which only contained general assurances 
of respect and besought the friendship of our Sovereign, was left unanswered on the 
German side. 

Lately another epistle has been sent here through the Imperial Consulate at. 
Aden, from the said Abyssinian Prince, written like the first in the Amharic language, 
and addressed to His Majesty. Annexed thereto was the inclosed German translation 
(the return of which is requested) made by the two German Evangelical missionaries, 
J. Mayer and J. J. Greiner, and dated the 14th December last year, together with the 
accompanying letter, also inclosed, from the same missionaries, dated the 17th December 
lost. 

As, according to the tenour of his letter, Menelek now solicits the intervention of 
our Sovereign in regard to the barring of the Zevla coast road by the Khedive of 
Egypt, the Imperial Consul-General at Alexandria was directed to obtain information 
about King Menelek and his Government, as well as about his dispute with Egypt. 

Hereupon Baron A’on Saurraa reported in substance as follows:— 

King Menelek is of somewhat better repute than the other predatory Chieftains 
dwelling in and about Abyssinia. Nothing can be said, however, about a regular 
Government in the so-called Kingdom of Shoa, for Menelek, roaming about Shoa with 
a not inconsiderable body of troops, merely restricts his operations to ransacking the 
several districts by turns. 
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In order to bring the productions of the country more cheaply to market, that is, 
to the Red Sea coast, Menelek wishes (just the same as his more powerful neighbour 
John of Abyssinia, by whom he was lately defeated in sanguinary conflicts) to have 
unobstructed use of the nearest marine places, Zeyla and Tadjurah. 

These coast districts, however, heretofore subject to the supremacy of the Porte, 
have now been acquired by the Egyptian Government at not inconsiderable sacrifices, 
and are at present regular portions of Egyptian territory, acknowledged by the Porte, 
and under proper State administration. 

To meet the special expenses of that administration the Egyptian Government 
has been already obliged to levy a tax there, which naturally takes the shape of an 
import or export duty on goods coming from the interior of Africa for sale on the 
coast. 

Now King Menelek is endeavouring to get this duty done away with, as it 
somewhat diminishes the net profit of the Shoa productions, and his wish to keep open 
the communication of Shoa with the sea is to be understood in this sense only. 

The Consul-General then represents that it might not be very easy to induce the 
Vice-Regal Government to relinquish voluntarily the only source of revenue from the 
newly-acquired territory, and at the same time mentions that King John of Abyssinia 
has quite lately applied to Her Majesty Queen Victoria on the same affair. 

Considering the insignificant position of the petitioner and the total absence of 
any token of Royal dignity, the Imperial Government deems it unnecessary to give a 
direct answer to Menelek’s letter on the part of His Majesty the Emperor and 
the present state of the affair, or that, if any answer were to be given to King Menelek, 
it would be quite enough to express His Majesty’s regret that he cannot comply with 
the wish to effect an accommodation of the matter in dispute. Still, however, it is 
thought desirable at Berlin to ascertain first what position the Royal British Govern¬ 
ment intends to take in regard to King John’s petition. I have therefore been directed 
to make this overture to your Excellency for the favour of an exposition thereon, and 
at the same time to intimate that the Imperial Government wishes to arrange the 
affair, as far as possible, in conformity with the course contemplated by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government in regard to the applications of the Abyssinian Princes. 

With, &c. 

• (Signed) BRINCKEN. 


..mg m 


Inclosure 1 in No. 5. 


Messrs. Mayer and Greiner to M. von Biilow. 

(Translation.) 

Excellency, Ankober, Becember 17, 1878. 

KING MENELEK of Shoa, South-east Abyssinia, has delivered to us a letter to 


His Majesty our 
it on. 


ost gracious Emperor, with directions to translate it and to send 


In order to comply with this King’s wish (in whose country we are and are 
hospitably treated) it is necessary to give your Excellency some particulars. 

Shoa is the southernmost kingdom of Abyssinia, and includes in its present 
extent about 5,000,000 inhabitants, Christians, Maliommedans, and heathens. For 
the maintenance of tranquillity it is requisite, especially at the frontiers, to have a 
considerable army and to take an offensive position towards the powerful, still uncon¬ 
quered heathen Galla tribes in the south. The King is endeavouring to introduce 
European civilization, useful arts, and sciences into his country, and lias now abolished 
the Slave Trade, once so profitable to him, throughout his kingdom. 

The nearest direct road to the coast Avould be the way to Tadjurah or Zeyla, 
wliicli at present belong to the Egyptian Government. The Viceroy of Egypt, however, 
stops this way of communication, which has hitherto been free, and he will not let the 
Royal Envoys pass with European workmen, traders, scientific travellers, and arms that 
have been bought. 

As King Menelek is endeavouring to make his country accessible to European 
culture and civilization, he appeals with a petition to His Majesty our most gracious 
Emperor to use his powerful imperial influence in the proper quarter to obtain the 
unrestricted opening of the way to the coast (Tadjurah and Zeyla). 

In Shoa the Royal dignity descends from father to son, which is remarkably 
beneficial to the internal peace of the country. 
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Begging that your Excellency may be pleased to lay the accompanying letter 
from the King of Shoa before His Majesty our most gracious Emperor and Lord, we 
at the same time express our wish that you may kindly obtain the favour of an 
answer, in which we are interested too, for the indication of German sympathy would 
be essentially favourable to our position. 

A gracious answer will arrive here most safely in official course through the 
Consulate at Aden. 

Accept, &c. • .. : 

(Signed) JOHANNES MAYER, of Wiirtemberg, 

JOHANN JAKOB GREINER, of Baden, 

Evangelical Missionaries. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 
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(Translation.) 

Most potent Emperor! 

MAY this letter from Menelek, King of Shoa, reach His Majesty the Emperor 
William. Wishing that God may preserve you in perfect health, I send you my 
greeting in deepest veneration. I am well, and so are my people and my army, God 
be blessed and praised for this. 


Although I have been hitherto unknown to your Majesty, yet I love and honour 
you in reverence, for I have heaixl of the glory of your namo, that you endeavour to 
maintain the peace of the world. I wish very much to visit you and Europe at some 
time, but it is impossible for me to do so just now, because my country is not yet quite 
so peaceable as I wish it to be. If God preserve my life, and if by His power perfect 
peace be established in my kingdom, I will, by His help, carry out my wish. 

I send your Majesty the joyful message that in the course of this year I have 
effected a reconciliation with King Atje Johannes, and am now ruling my Christian 
and heathen subjects in tranquillity and peace. 

I am striving to introduce European civilization, beneficial sciences, and useful 
arts into my kingdom. I am glad, too, when Gospel missionaries come and establish 
schools, which I support as far as I can. 

I have heard of the humane feelings of the Christian rulers, and am now con¬ 
vinced that the Slave Trade dishonours a Christian, therefore I have abolished the 


Slave Trade in my kingdom, as has been done for a long time past in other Christian 
kingdoms. 


But in order to keep European civilization and art out of my country the Viceroy 
°f Egypt has risen against me as an enemy, and though I have not given him the least 
cause, he blocks up my way to the coast, which was always open to my ancestors. He 

blocks up the thoroughfare at Zeyla against the arms, tools, and workmen that I had 
sent for in return for my money. 

May it please your Majesty to take this affair into earnest consideration, and 
let your distant, thus ill-used son, the Christian King of Shoa, know your righteous 
eminent award, that the Zeylan coast road be open to me for ever. 

With deepest venei'ation I kiss your hand ! 

Written at Ankober, G Tachsas, 1871 (11 December, 1878). 

By dhection of King Menelek, translated by the Evangelical missionaries. 

Johannes Mayer, of Wiirtemberg. 

Johann Jakob Greiner, of Baden. 


(The King’s stamp.) 

























No. 6. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 27, 5*30 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 27, 1879, 4‘30 p.m. 

WITH reference to my telegram No. 125, Gordon Pasha has requested Her 
Majesty’s gun-boat at Jeddah to go to Massowah, and he suggests that, in view of 
threatening aspect of affairs, one of Her Majesty’s ships should be sent from Aden. 

Gordon Pasha has requested French Consul-General to telegraph French Consul 
at Massowah to urge King John not to commit any acts of hostilities pending arrival 
of Viceroy of Egypt’s Am bassador. 


No. 7. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Lascelles. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 27, 1879. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 125 of the 25th August, and approve 
your giving Gordon Pasha a letter to King John in the sense suggested by you. 


No. 8. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Secret and Confidential.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 29,1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you confidentially, to 
be laid before the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, copies of two telegrams from 
Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General in Egypt respecting the threatening 
attitude of King John of Abyssinia, and reporting that Colonel Gordon had requested 
Her Majesty’s gun-boat at Jeddah to go to Masso-wah, and had suggested that one of 

Her Majesty’s ships should be sent there from Aden.* 

I am to request that you will move their Lordships to cause Lord Salisbury to be 

informed, with as little delay as possible, whether they have any ship of war at Aden 
available in case it should be considered necessary to adopt Colonel Gordon's sugges¬ 
tion. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 9. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received August 30.) 


Admiralty, August 30, 1879. 

l • ■ ■ 


am com- 


(Confidential.) 

Sir, ■. 

IN reply to your letter of the 29th instant requesting information L t 4LJ-V.1 

Majesty’s ships at present in the Red Sea, in reference to the threatening attitude 
assumed by the King of Abyssinia towards the Egyptian Government, I : 
manded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, for the 
information of the Marquis of Salisbury, that Her Majesty's ship “ Dragon ” is 
stationed at Aden, Her Majesty’s gun-vessel " Seagull ” is also in the Red Sea, and 
tliat Rear-Admiral Corbett, the Commander-in-chief, was to be at Aden, by latest 
accounts, at the end of this month, in Her Majesty’s ship “ Euryalus.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


* Nos. 4 and 6 
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No. 11. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Mr, Lascelles . 

(No. 26. Slave Trade.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 6, 1879. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 126 of the 27th ultimo, I am directed by 
the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you that the Lords of the Admiralty have 
informed his Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship “Dragon” is stationed at Aden, Her 
Majesty’s gun-vessel “ Seagull ” is also in the Red Sea, and that Rear-Admiral 
Corbett, the Commander-in-chief on the Station, was to be at Aden, by latest accounts, 
at the end of last month, in Her Majesty’s ship “ Euryalus.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 12. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 8.) 

(No. 493. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 26, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a letter addressed by 
King John of Abyssinia to Her Majesty the Queen, which I have received from 
Gordon Pasha, with the request that it may be forwarded to its high destination. 

I have also the honour to inclose two further letters addressed to Lord Napier of 
Magdala and to Messrs. Samuel King and Co., which have been delivered to me by 
Gordon Pasha. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure in No. 12. 

The King of Abyssinia to Her Majesty the Queen. 

the name of the Father, of the Son, and of Holy Ghost, one God, sent from 

Johannes, King of Kings of Ethiopia and of Region, to Her Majesty Victoria, 

Queen of England and of Great Britain, Defender of the Faith of England and 
India. 
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1 PRESENT my sincere compliments to your Majesty, and I thank God that I 
am in good health, with all my people. Since the expedition of Magdala until this 
present time my friendship is not changed, and I have now another mother and 
another protector among the European Kings and people; only believe England 
as my country; if my country is fair in the religion and love of our Lord Jesus 
Christ Are are one and near. I cannot believe that your Majesty shall separate me 
from your children. First, with God’s power, I became strong hv your Majesty’s 
cannons and guns, and sat on the throne of my fathers. After I was crowned there 
were heathens who worship idols, and I went to submit them and to bring them to 
Christianism; then Ismail Pasha, in my absence, took my country. I wrote, then, to 
your Majesty these things, and I received an answer, saying: Arrange only your 
interior kingdom peace and love, for the affair of the Egyptians all of us are Very 
sorry, and will write to Ismail Pasha. I have written to him, saying: Live away my 
country ; let. me alone to arrange quietly my kingdom; I have nothing done wrong 
to you. Then he sent troops to fight me, and come until Adowa my city, and, by the 
power of God, I overcame them. For the sake of God I sent back free the prisoners, 
and Ismail was not satisfied. He sent again his son with all his army. Again, by 
the power of the Almighty, I have beaten them; and now, when I have beaten him, 
he brought another pretext and took my country, saying: I have debts to pay. I am 
able to seek my country, but l don’t like to do it without asking your Majesty’s 
advice. From the beginning the Ethiopians take their Bishop from the Copt, and 
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from the city of Alexandria. Ismail Pasha depended that I may take the Aboona, 
therefore the religion in my kingdom is going to he lost. Again, there is another 
thing greater than this. He depended English other European merchants to sell 
guns, powders, caps to the Abyssinian merchants and to me. He shut also the harbour 
of Massowah in order that I may not have any communications with England and the 
whole Europe. I beg pardon, and pray your Majesty to send me an English Consul 
at Massowah, in order that the English Ethiopian merchants may sell and buy 
together. I cannot give to another nation but to England my heathen land which are 
round mv kingdoms. 


Minute by Mr. Wylde. 


In dealing with this letter from the King of Abyssinia to the Queen, I would 
submit:— 

1. That it is on every account most desirable to prevent hostilities breaking out 
again between the Abyssinians and Egyptians ; 

2. That it is to our interest that trade routes should be opened from the coasts 
of the Red Sea and of the Gulf of Aden to the interior of Abyssinia; and 

3. That any influence we may possess with the Egyptian Government and with 
the King of Abyssinia should be exerted with the view to attain the foregoing 

objects. 

It is our interest to prevent hostilities between Egypt and Abyssinia, because a 
war between the two countries can only tend still further to impoverish Egypt, and 
must end in further disasters to her arms; and in a country where so many British 
interests are at stake disasters to Egypt mean difficulties for ourselves. 

The last war with Abyssinia cost Egypt considerably over a million of money, and 
resulted in the loss of the whole of her army (uj)wards of 30,000 men), with thirty 
pieces of artillery, her military chest, war material, and a considerable amount of 
machinery which had been provided with the view to the erection of workshops in 
order that the Egyptian army might, as far as possible, become independent of the 
arsenals at Cairo and Alexandria. 

Peace with Abyssinia is, therefore, a necessity for Egypt, and Gordon Pasha is 
aware of this. The difficulty, however, of dealing with Kang John lies in the fact that 
he wishes to stipulate for a free supply of arms and ammunition. To grant this 
would make him a still more powerful and dangerous neighbour than he is at present 
to Egypt, and this it would be neither our interest nor the interest of Egypt should 
take place. He is already well supplied with rifles and artillery which he took from 
the Egyptians, and he manages to manufacture an inferior kind of gunpowder, but he 
is deficient in lead, and finds difficulty in manufacturing bullets ; but the superiority 
of his arms enabled him last year to totally defeat Menelek, King of Slioa, and to take 
both the King and his army prisoners. To still further increase his means of offence 
by furnishing him with an unlimited supply of arms and ammunition would 
only encourage him to undertake further wars, and thus to keep the whe 
countries bordering on his frontiers in a state of ferment, detrimental to legitimate 
trade and fruitful in the supply of slaves which would find their way to the shores of 
the Red Sea with the view to exportation. 

I would propose, therefore, to send a civil letter to King John in reply to the one 
now received, stating (after compliments) that it will a(rord Her Majesty’s Government 
much pleasure to use their influence with the Egyptian Government with the view to 
bring about a satisfactory settlement of all existing differences between Egypt and 
Abyssinia, and to promote and encourage trade between Abyssinia and the outer 
world, and that Her Majesty’s Government will also place themselves in communica¬ 
tion with the Egyptian Government with the view to ascertain whether any territories 
are now held by Egypt which of right belong to Abyssinia (Gordon Pasha, I believe, 
is willing to evacuate some territory which King John claims), with the view to their 
restitution should such a course of proceeding be found practicable and advisable; 
and I would propose to add that, should the King be anxious to pursue a peaceful 
policy and to encourage trade, Her Majesty’s Government would be quite ready to 
take into their favourable consideration the propriety of meeting the King’s wishes by 
establishing a Consular officer at Massowah Avith the view to the protection of traders 
who may resort thither from the King’s territories. 
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Should Lord Salisbury agree in the foregoing suggestions, I would propose to draft 
instructions in conformity therewith to Mr. Lascelles or to Mr. Malet, and to send 
them in the first instance for the concurrence of the India Office. 

Gordon Pasha may possibly have already come to a peaceable understanding with 
King John, in which case some of the foregoing suggestions would have to be 
modified, but under any circumstances I would submit that a reply should be sent to 
the letter from King John, and as regards that part of the proposed reply which relates 
to the appointment of a Consular officer at Massowah, I would observe that when the 
Anti-Slave Trade Treaty with Turkey is signed, it will be most desirable, if we wish 
to act effectively for the suppression of Slave Traffic in the Red Sea, that a Consular 
officer should be appointed, either at Massowah or at Souakin, or probably at both 
places, with the view to the suppression of the Traffic. 

In dealing with this letter of King J ohn, it must be borne in mind that in all 
probability he (as well as Menelek, King of Shoa) is in communication with other 
Powers, and that if we do not mediate with the Egyptian Government in his behalf, 
other European Powers will do so, and may possibly obtain an influence and a footing 
on the western coast of the Red Sea that would certainly be antagonistic to British 
interests; and that, therefore, it would be sound policy not to let the cards get into 

other hands, which might prove to be the case if we omitted to take anv notice of the 
King’s letter. 

Would Lord Salisbury see any objection to King John’s and King Menelek’s 

letters being communicated to Gordon Pasha in order to ascertain his views respecting 
them ? 1 5 


September 16, 1879. 


W. H. W. 


No. 13. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 8.) 

(No. 494. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 26, 1879. 

ITT a fortnight ago M. Tricou received a telegram from the French Consular 
Agent at Massowah, stating that Alulah, an Abyssinian General, had invaded Egypt, 
and was advancing upon Massowah. M. Tricou at once communicated this informa¬ 
tion to the Khedive, who lost no time in instituting inquiries into the subject. It 
appears from the result of these inquiries that the information received by M. Tricou 
was considerably exaggerated, and that there was no danger of an attack being made 
on Massowah. An Abyssinian General hail, however, apparently entered the Bogos 
territory, and was said to have carried off some cattle and provisions. 

In a conversation I had with the Khedive some days ago. His Highness observed 
that he was most anxious to live on good terms with his neighbour. He was quite 
prepared to give satisfaction to the just claims of Abyssinia, and would W llctt 
could be done as regards giving them an outlet on the sea. As regards Massowah 
itself, it was a port of too much importance to Egypt to be given up. His Highness 
was most anxious to avoid anything that would be likely to lead to hostilities, as a 
war at the present moment would be most disastrous. He had, therefore, written a 
friendly letter to King John, expressing his hope that he would be disposed to enter 
into negotiations with the view of coming to an amicable arrangement. 

On the arrival on the 22nd instant of Gordon. Pasha at Cairo, the Khedive 
requested him to undertake the negotiations which His Highness wished to enter into 
with King John, and at the same time to announce to him officially His Highness’ 
accession to the Throne of Egypt. Gordon Pasha, having accepted this task, will 
leave Sue/, for Massowah in three or four days’ time. He has suggested to me that a 
very good impression would be produced if I could give him a letter to King John 
expressing the hope of Her Majesty’s Government that the questions between 
Abyssinia and Egypt should be settled in an amicable manner, and pointing out that 
Her Majesty’s Government would view with concern any act of hostilities committed 
against Egypt, more especially since the accession of the present Khedive, who was 
animated by the most friendly sentiments towards his neighbour, and who had declared 
that he was prepared to satisfy the just claims of Abyssinia. 

[1207] * E = v : 










































14 


As Gordon Pasha believes that a letter in the above sense •would contribute to the 
success of his mission, and might be the means of averting the outbreak of hostilities 
between Egypt and Abyssinia, I did not hesitate to request your Lordship, by my 
telegram No. 125 of last night, to furnish me with instructions on the subject. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of a memorandum on the Soudan, giving an 
account of the origin of the present Abyssinian difficulty. This memorandum has been 
given me by Gordon Pasha, and at his suggestion I have communicated it to my 
French colleague. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure in No. 13. 

Notes on the Soudan. 

BOGOS, alias Senheit, was originally a district of Abyssinia, subject to the Ras 
of TT nTnn. com. It was occupied by Munzinger Pasha in 1870. Johannes at once 
remonstrated, but he was induced to be quiescent for the moment. Munzinger, how¬ 
ever, coveted the Humacem, and wished to push the Egyptian frontier up to the 
Mareb River. The Ras of Hamacem at this time was a prisoner at Adowa, Johannes 
having intercepted a letter which this Ras Walad-el-Michael had tried in 1865 to 
send to the Emperor Napoleon. Munzinger persuaded the Khedive to annex the 
Hamacem. The Khedive sent Arakel Bey, nephew of Nubar Pasha, with Arendrup 
Bey, a Danish officer in Egyptian employ, and 1,000 troops to annex Hamacem. 
Johannes thereupon took the field, and on Ras Walad-el-Michael’s promise to be 
faithful, teleased him. The two forces met at Gordat, and the Egyptians were anni¬ 
hilated in November 1875. The Khedive sent them a large expedition, with Loring 
and Ratib Pashas, and his son Prince IEassan. Ras Walad-el-Michael, angry with 
Johannes for having taken from him the arms he had taken from the Egyptian troops 
after the defeat at Goudet, went over to the Egyptians. J ohannes met the Egyptians 
at Gura; they were then in two camps. Johannes fell on the forces of one camp while 
on the march to join the other, and nearly exterminated all of this force; those in the 
other camp repulsed, with great loss to Johannes, an attack the latter made on them. 
The Egyptians then retired, Johannes not molesting them. Ras Walad-el-Michael, 
with 7,000 of his Abyssinian troops, retired with them, and located themselves in 
Bogos. Pourparlers were entered into for peace, and the Khedive sent officers to 
Adowa to treat. The Egyptians appear after their defeat to have demanded the River 
Mareb as frontier. However, Ras Walad-el-Michael, during tlve time these nego¬ 
tiations were going on, made a raid into Abyssinia with his troops (to whom had been 
given 700 Remington rifles), and killed a favourite General of Johannes, whereupon 
Johannes ordered the Khedive’s officers out of the country, and has refused ever since 
to negotiate with Egypt. With the exception of the capture of a small exploring 
party at Ailet in January 1877, no hostilities have taken place between Abyssinia and 

Egypt. 

The great trouble for Egypt has been how to get rid of Walad-el-Michael and his 
troops, who cost enormously, and who were constantly making raids on Johannes. 
However, after a protracted straggle with liim, he found Egypt would not keep feeding 
him for ever, and so he made his peace with Johannes, who, most forgiving, lias 
pardoned him, and given him back the government of Hamacem, to which, it must be 
noted, the district of Senheit, or Bogos, originally belonged. 

Before this last war Abyssinia had feared Egypt, for Egypt defeated Theodore 
with great loss at Galabat; she does so no longer. 

The country of Bogos is very small, and its revenue, even if collected, would not 
be more than 2,000/. a-year; it requires five times that sum to keep a force there; if 
given up, the route very seldom used between Kasala and Massowah would be 
lengthened by three days, and the telegraph which passes through Bogos would have 
to be removed. 

At Senheit is a French Catholic Mission; the Khedive built the church for them. 
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The present state of affairs is this :— 

Johannes demands back the Bogos country, and is able to take it whenever he 
likes, for it is a difficult mountainous country, and Egyptians could not fight in it. 
The Khedive wants to keep the country; the French Mission and the French 
Colonists (who have a right, deduced from their tobacco being taxed, to be protected) 
are very awkwardly situated. 

There are four solutions:— *y_‘- ■_ ‘ 1 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
1 . 


she 

and 


To force Johannes by arms to cede Bogos. 

To give Bogos up to him. 

To pay Johannes the tribute, and to retain Bogos. 

To ask England and France to arbitrate between Abyssinia and Egypt. 

1. Egypt could give Johannes a great deal of trouble if she went to war; 
could not fight on Bogos soil, but would attack him by Galabat, and by arming 
succouring his many rebellious vassals. 

2. The Egyptian Government say they will not give Bogos up, and Johannes 
■would never let the French Mission stay at Bogos if Egypt did give it up, so the 
French Government would be against the retrocession. 

3. This or No. 4 seems the best course, but it will take a deal of patience, and 
Egypt will have to be humble, for Johannes is quite sure he is the strongest. I doubt 
if England and France would go to the expense of a Mission to Abyssinia, or if they 
Would like to be parties to consequent complications. 

The question of Bogos must be settled ere long, for Johannes has now his hands 
free, and will demand some decision. 

tSismedl C. G. GORDON. 


August 17, 1879. 



No. 14. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 8.) 

(No. 497. Political.) 

My Lord, * Cairo , August 29,1879. 

SINCE the date of my despatch No. 494, Political, of the 26th instant, M. Monge, 
the Acting French Agent and Consul-General, has received a further telegram from 
the French Consular Agent at Massowah, who had gone to Senheit. It appeared from 
this telegram, a considerable - portion of which was incomprehensible, that lias Walad- 
el-Michael had joined Alulah in his hostile demonstration against Senheit. 

In consequence of this information, Gordon Pasha addressed to me the note of 
which I have the honour to inclose a copy, requesting me to assist liim to delay any 
attack by Abyssinia upon Egypt until he should be able to reach Massowaii. Gordon 
Pasha addressed a similar note to M. Monge, who has telegraphed to his Government 
to suggest that the French gun-boat “ Rcnard,” at present at Alexandria, should be 
sent to Massowah. He has also telegraphed to the French Consular Agent to urge 
King J olm not to commit any act of hostility pending the arrival of the Khedive’s 
Ambassador; and, in consequence of a suggestion of Gordon Pasha, I telegraphed in 
the same sense to the Abyssinian General on the frontier. I have the honour to 
inclose a copy of this telegram, which, in consequence of the extreme importance of 
losing no time in making every effort to avert the outbreak of hostilities, I ventured to 
send without applying for your Lordship’s instructions. 

I have now the honour to inclose a copy of the instructions given by the Khedive 
to Gordon Pasha, which the latter has been good enough to communicate to me. 
Your Lordship will perceive that these instructions do not give Gordon Paslia authority 
to make any cession to Abyssinia, or to carry out any of the four courses which he 
suggested in the memorandum which I had the honour to inclose in my despatch 
No. 495. Should, therefore, King John insist on the restoration of the territory which 
formerly belonged to Abyssinia, Gordon Pasha would be obliged, under his instruc¬ 
tions, to refer the question to the Khedive. 

At a Council of Ministers held yesterday, Gordon Pasha pointed out that, owing 
to the reduction which had been made in the military force of the Soudan, the 
Egyptian Government would not be able to maintain themselves in the Bogos 
territory if King John was determined to take it; the Council of Ministers, ho wove 
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were strongly opposed to any cession of territory, and argued that the Convention 
with Great Britain of 1877, and the terms of the Firman lately granted to the 
Khedive, would not allow him to cede any portion of Egyptian territory, even if he 
were disposed to do so. 

I have the honour to inclose a copy of the letter which, in obedience to the 
instructions contained in your Lordship’s telegram of the 27th instant, I have addressed 
to the King of Abyssinia. Gordon Pasha informs me that he has no doubt that the 
effect that null be produced by his delivering this letter will enable him to avert the 
outbreak of hostilities. 

He leaves Cairo to-morrow morning for Suez, from whence he will start for 
Massowah on the 31st instant. 

Gordon Pasha informs me that he attributes the hostile attitude of King John to 
the action of M. Matteucci, who has recently returned from a mission with which he 
was charged by the Italian Government. Before the arrival of M. Matteucci King 
John was apparently animated by friendly sentiments towards Egypt, but his manner 
has lately completely changed. As it is understood that M. Matteucci is shortly to 
Tetum to Abyssinia, Gordon Pasha has addressed a letter to M. de Martino, of which I 
have the honour to inclose a copy. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 14. 


Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 

Sir, Cairo, August 27, 1879. 

YOU are aware of the threatening appearance of tilings in the neighbourhood 
of Massowah and Senheit; you are aware that His Highness the Khedive is sending 
me down to find out what Johannes wants, and to come to terms with him, but, 
in the meantime, owing to the forced economy that I have been obliged to institute, 
owing to the financial state of Egypt, I am not well prepared for the moment to resist 
an attack by Abyssinia. , 

I think, Sir, that, seeing the interest Her Majesty’s Government take in the affairs of 
Egypt, and that, to some degree, our unprepared state is due to Egypt’s debts to 
Europe, I can call on you, as Her Majesty’s Agent, to help in such way as you may 
think fit to delay any attack by Abyssinia until I can, at any rate, reach Massowah. 

I thank you most sincerely for the kind aid you have already given me, and feel 
sure you will kindly respond to my present entreaty. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 14. 

Mr. Lascelles to Ras Alulah. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 28, 1879. 

INFORM His Majesty Kang John that Her Majesty’s Government request that 
His Majesty will not take any hostile action against Egypt before the arrival of 
Gordon Pasha. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 14. 


Mehemet Tewfik to Gordon Pasha. 

Mon cher Pacha, Palais d’lsma'ilia, le 28 Aout, 1879. 

IL existe, comme vous le savez, un differend entre l’Egypte et l’Abyssinie. 

Pour le bien des deux pays il importe de mettre un terme a ce differend. 

J’ai une enti&re confiance dans votre loyautd, dans votre experience, et dans votre 
ddvouement; la cause de mon Gouvemement ne saurait etre mieux placde qu’entre 
vos mains. Je vous charge done, par la prdsente lettre de cr&mce, de vous rendre 
aupr£s du Roi Johannes, pour arranger la situation. 

Vous n’ignorez pas que cette situation n’est nullement mon fait, et que mon plus 
grand desir est de vivre en paix avec mes voisins. Mes sentiments vous sont parfaite- 
ment connus : 

Retablir les meilleurs rapports entre les deux Gouvernements; 

Sauvegarder les droits de l’Egypte; 

Conserver intactes les frontiferes du pays, sans qu’il soit oblig6 a aucune redevance 
envers l’Abyssinie; prevenir desormais tout acte d’empietement ou degression, 
dans l’interet des deux pays; telle est la mission, tel est le but que vous avez a 
Templir. 

Je suis sur d’avance que vous emploierez tous vos efforts a accomplir cette mission 
de la manure le plus satisfaisante, et que vous saurez convaincre le Roi Johannes que, 
s’il y a toujours danger a porter la guerre sur le territoire du voisin, il y a toujours 
avantage a rester ami de ce voisin, en tant surtout qu’il ne recherche que la paix et 
le developpemcnt des relations industrielles et commerciales. 

A (ffipny .Vrp 

(Signdf * MEHEMET TEWFIK. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 14. 

Mr. Lascelles to the King of Ethiopia. 

Your Majesty, Cairo, August 28, 1879. 

THE Government of my august Sovereign, Her Majesty the Queen of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Empress of India, having learnt that his Excellency Gordon 
Pasha was about to start on a visit to your Majesty, charged with a mission from His 
Highness the Khedive of Egypt, to announce to your Majesty His Highness’ acces¬ 
sion to the throne, and also to arrange in an amicable manner with your Majesty the 
relations between your Majesty and His Highness, have commanded me to take this 
opportunity of addressing a letter to your Majesty. 

The lively interest which the Government of Her Majesty take in the welfare 
both ot your Majesty and of His Highness the Khedive will cause them to watch 
with interest the course of the negotiations which Gordon Pasha will conduct with 
your Majesty, and I have been instructed to express the hope of Her Majesty’s 
Government, that these negotiations may result in an amicable arrangement being 
arrived at between your Majesty and His Highness. 

I am also instructed to inform your Majesty that Her Majesty’s Government 
would view’ with extreme concern any act on the part of your Majesty which might 
be calculated to bring about a state of hostility between your Majesty and the 
Khedive, who, Her Majesty’s Government have reason to believe, is animated by the 
earnest desire to live on friendly terms with all his neighbours. 

In expressing to your Majesty the friendly sentiments entertained by Her 
Majesty’s Government for your Majesty, I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 
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Inclosure 5 in No. 14. 
Gordon Pasha to M. de Martino. 


M. le Consul-General, Caire, le 29 Aodt, 1879. 

JE pense que yous etes d’avis que depuis que j’ai eu l’honneur d'etre nomine au 
Gouvcrnement du Soudan j’ai fait mon possible d’etre bien avec vos nationaux, qu’ils 
sont plus employes quaucune autre nation, et qu’ils occupent les plus bautes 
places. 

A present, j’ai a me plaindre, quavant l’arrivde de M. Matteucci chez Johannes, 
il (Johannes) a ete bien dispose vers moi et le Gouvcrnement Egyptien mais apr^s 
l’arrivee de Matteucci il a tout-a-fait change et il a massd ses troupes pour nous 
attaquer. Sur cette nouvelle j’ai telegraplue a M. Matteucci, qui dtait a Massowah en 
retour de son voyage, chez le Roi, le priant de me tdldgrapliier quelle etait la cause de 
ce changement du ltoi. Quoique j’ai donne l’ordre qu’on laisse passer son telegramme 
libre, il n’a pas repondu. 

Yous, M. le Consul-General, ayant et6 informd par le Consul-General de France de 
ces nouvelles alarmantes, avez ecrit a M. Matteucci a Suez. 

Il a re<ju votre lettre; il n’a repondu que d’Ismailia par un telegramme 
disant: “ Je confirme les nouvelles que le Consul-G6n6ral de France a recues.” Il 
avait assez de temjis de vous repondre dans le trajet entre Suez et Ismailia a 
votre lettre. 

J‘ai etc personnellement bien bon a M. Matteucci; j’avais fait mon possible d’etre 
agreable a lui a sa demi6re expedition a Fazoglu et aussi a Massowah, et je suis per- 
sonnellemcnt peine du manque de courtoisie qu’il m’a montre; mais, de plus, ce qui est 
plus important, on dit que M. Matteucci reviendra en Abyssinie dans trois mois, et 
j’espere que le Gouvcrnement de Sa Majeste le Roi d’ltalie le conseillera de pcnser a 
la necessity d’etre plus aimable, s’il ddsire l’assistance de l’Egypte. 

Yous savez, M. le Consul-General, que les nations d’Europe ont pris un certain 
interet dans les affaires d’Egypte, que, par leur ingdrence, elles nous ont forcd de faire 
des economies partout, et c’est a cause de ces economies forcees que nous sommes par 
les menaces du Roi pris a l’improviste, n’ayant pas nos trouj>es concentrdes, comme nous 
aurions eu, si on n’avait pas insiste sur les economies. Alors je pense qu’un peu de 
l’embarras qui nous gene a present est du aux nations d’Europe, et que les Gouverne- 
ments de ces nations devraient au moins nous assister de sortir de cet embarras, ou au 
moins retarder l’affaire, jusqu’a ce quo les troupes peuvent etre massees contre le 
Roi. Si une guerre entre l’Egypte et 1’Abyssinie plaira ou non h votre Gouvcrnement 
je ne sais pas, mais Son Altesse le Khedive ne peut pas permettre le massacre de ses 
sujets, et de plus l’Egypte n'est pas si tombee pour devoir subir du mal de la part 

rin ____ 


du Roi. 


J’ai, &c. 

tSio-ndl C. G. GORDON 



No. 15. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Baron von den Brincken. 

M. le Baron, Foreign Office , September 10, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th ultimo 
on the subject of the differences between King Menelek of Shoa and the Egyptian 
Government, in which you inclose a translation of a letter addressed by the King to 
the Emperor of Germany asking for His Majesty’s intervention in regard to the 
barring of the Zeyla coast by the Egyptian Government. You also inform me that 
the German Consul-General in Egypt lias reported that King John of Abyssinia had 
addressed a similar letter to the Queen, and you request to be informed of the views of 
the British Government on the subject. 

In reply, I have the honour to state to you, M. le Baron, that the King’s letter 
has not yet * been received, but Mr. Laseelles, the Acting British Agent and Consul- 
General in Egypt, reported a few days ago, by telegraph, that lie had received a letter 
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from the King, which would be forwarded by next mail. As soon as this shall have 
been received, Her Majesty’s Government will consider whether it may be desirable to 
take any, and if so, what, steps in the matter, and I shall have the honour of addressing 
a further communication to you on the subject. 

I have the honour to add that Her Majesty’s Government received intelligence by 
telegraph on the 26th ultimo, from Mr. Laseelles, that King John had assumed a very 
threatening attitude towards Egypt, and in compliance with the urgent request of 
Gordon Pasha, the Governor-General of the Soudan, Mr. Laseelles was instructed by 
telegraph to furnish him with a letter to the King expressing the hope of Her 
Majesty’s Government that the difficulties between Egypt and Abyssinia would lie 
amicably settled, and stating that they would view with concern any hostile acts 
against Egypt, as it was understood that the present Viceroy was willing to satisfy the 
just claims of Abyssinia, and desired to live on friendly terms with that country. 

Gordon Pasha had also requested the French Consul at Massowah to urge the 
King not to commit any act of hostilities pending the arrival of an Embassy which 
he stated to be on its way from Egypt to the King. 

I beg leave to return herewith, as requested, the inclosures which accompanied 
your letter. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 



No. 17. 

The British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received 

September 18.) 

My Lord, 27, New Broad Street , London, September 17, 1879. 

I BEG respectfully to refer to a letter addressed by this Society to your Lordship 
lr*- -^h July last, respecting the closing of Abyssinian ports against Menelek, 
King of Shoa, as per printed copy inclosed. 

To this letter no reply has been received, and I now beg to inclose copy of a 
further communication on this subject, which is printed in the daily papers of this 
day. In this letter King John of Abyssinia complains that the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment have shut up the port of Massowah against European commerce. The letter 

has reached Messrs. S. King and Co. through the Foreign Office, by your Lordship’s 
directions. 

The Anti-Slavery Society trust that the wrongs complained of by the Kings of 
Upper and Lower Abyssinia will receive the earnest attention of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, in order that free communication may be speedily established between their 
kingdoms and the civilized world. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHAS. H. ALLEN, Secretary. 



Inclosure in No. 17. 

Extract from “ Standard” of September 17, 1879. 

The King of Abyssinia..—A copy of the following letter has just reached London:— 
“ From His Majesty Johannes, King of Kings, of Ethiopia, to Samuel King and Com¬ 
pany, Consul of Johannes, King of Kings, of Etliiopia. My Beloved Friend,—By the 
Grace of God I and all my people are well, salute you. I have not sent handsome 
present to you or a single line of letter because the way is shut. General Kirk ham I 
sent him with many letters to you and to ner Majesty, but they poisoned him at 
Massowah. For this reason I could not send letters to you and to Her Majesty. They 
have also shut the way at Massowah, that. English merchants may not come to my 
wuntry, and that I may not. buy guns, powder, and caps, and many other things. 
We used to take also a Bishop from Egypt always, but after the war they won’t allow 
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me to take. All these wrong things done to me. I have written to Her Majesty, and 
kindly report all these words in England, for my sake.” 


No. 18. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 25.) 

(No. 513. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 17, 1879. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 497 of the 29th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose a translation of a telegram which I have received from Gordon Pasha, dated 
Massowah, September 9, stating that he had been informed that Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Jeddah would arrive there in eight days, and that the English and French men-of- 
war had not then arrived there. 

The Khedive informed me some days ago that he had received a telegram from 
Gordon Pasha, saying that he had sent a message to King John, and had also requested 
Has Alulah, the Abyssinian General on the frontier, to grant him an interview. 

Gordon Pasha had not at the time received an answer to this request, but he 
added that he felt confident of success if the interview were granted, but that if Has 
Alulah refused to receive him, he should consider it as a sign that King John was 
determined upon war, and it would become necessary for His Highness to take 
measures for resisting him. 

I * •* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure in No. 18. 


Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Massowah, September 9, 1879. 

I AM informed by telegraph that Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah will arrive 
hero in eight days. The English and French men-of-war have not yet arrived. 


No. 19. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 25, 1*30 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, September 25, 1879, 11-20 a.m. 

GORDON PASHA telegraphs that he has had an interview with Ras Alulah, 
"who, although not empowered to conclude a Treaty, had the power of suspending 
hostilities for four months. Gordon was on way to King John, and was confident of 
being able to conclude a Treaty agreeable to the Viceroy and to the European 
Powers. He is grateful to Her Majesty’s Government for their assistance, and adds 
that there is now no need for a man-of-war nor for Her Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah to 
go to Massowah. In another telegram Gordon expresses regret that he has accused 
Matteucci of intriguing against the Egyptian Government, and begs that his letter on 
the sutyect may be cancelled, his informants having deceived him. 


No. 20. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received September 26.) 


Sir, 


T , , Admiralty, September 25, 1879. 

I AM commanded by mv Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send yoi 
herewith, lor the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, copy of a letter from th 
late Commander-in-chief on the East Indian Station, reporting that he had orderei 
the next vessel visiting J eddah to call at Massowah, in compliance with a tele°-ran 
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received from Gordon Pasha requesting that one of Her Majesty’s ships might be sent 
to the latter port in consequence of the threatening attitude of the Abyssinians. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


Inclosure in No. 20. 

Vice-Admiral Corbett to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

> 

Sir, “ Euryalus ,” at Aden, September 2, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I have received the following telegram from 
Gordon Pasha, Governor-General of the Soudan:— 

“ Abyssinian attitude menacing Egypt. English subjects Massowah glad you send 
vessel there.” 

2. I have directed that the next vessel of war visiting Jeddah should call at 
Massowah. I receive Colonel Gordon’s recommendations with some caution, as we have 
already been once misled by him into sending a vessel to Massowah to no purpose when 
everything was quiet. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. CORBETT. 


No. 21. 

Consul Zohrab to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 27.) 

(No. 2. Political.) 

My Lord, Jeddah, September 12, 1879. 

INTELLIGENCE has reached this that King John of Abyssinia has advanced 
to within a short distance of Massowah with a force said to be composed of 50,000 
men. 

This hostile movement towards the frontiers of Egyptian territory has, it is 
reported, been caused by the departure from the Soudan of Gordon Pasha, and the 
statement that his absence would be permanent. King John apprehending a return to 
the state of confusion which held in the Soudan prior to Gordon Pasha’s arrival there, 
should an Egyptian Pasha be sent to administer the country, is reported to have 
stated that if Gordon Pasha were not sent back he would expel the Egyptians and 
take possession of Massowah. 

A few days back I received a telegram from Gordon Pasha stating that he would 
be back at Massowah on Saturday last, and requesting me to meet him there on 
important business. The telegram was addressed to the “ British Consul,” but as his 
Excellency lias been in the habit of putting this address to communications he has 
sent to Mr. A. Wylde, late British Vice-Consul here, I felt persuaded the telegram was 
intended for him, and I handed it to him, and he intends to proceed to Massowah 

by the first steamer leaving for that port. 

I have requested Mr. Wylde to be so good as to keep me informed on events in the 
Soudan, and should there be matters of grave import to report, to do so directly to 
your Lordship, so that there may be no delay in the reception of important information 
by Her Majesty’s Government. 

Iam also writing to Gordon Pasha on the subject of his telegram, and to ask him 


- — ^ - - — 

if he desires to see me and on what grounds. 


I have, &c. 

^SirmfwD .1 A S. ZOTTR.A Tt 


No. 22. 


Messrs. King and Co. to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received September 27.) 


Dear Sir, 65, Cornhill, E.C., SeDtember 26, 1879. 

REFERRING to your letter of the 12th instant, inclosing a communication from 
King John of Abvssinia to our late senior, we have the pleasure to send herewith our 
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reply to King John which we trus 
Egypt for dispatch to His Majesty. 


you will kindly forword to the 

"We are, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY S. ] 


Acting Consul in 


LING and Co. 


No. 23. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 27, 1879. 

WITH reference to my letter of the 29th ultimo, and to your reply of the follow¬ 
ing day, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to request that you will inform the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that a telegram has been received from Her 
Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, in which he reports that Gordon 
Pasha had telegraphed to him that he was on his way to King John, and was confident 
of being able to conclude a satisfactory Treaty with him, and that there was no longer 
any necessity for the presence of a British ship of war at Massowah. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEPOTE. 


No. 24. 


Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir L. Mallet. 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 27, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you, for the perusal of 
the Secretary of State for India, a despatch, with its inclosures, from the Acting British 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, respecting the threatening attitude of King John 
of Abyssinia towards Egypt, and the alleged intrigues of M. Matteucci.* 

In a subsequent telegram from Mr. Lascelles, dated the 25th instant, he reports 
that he had received a telegram from Gordon Pasha, stating that he was on his way 
to King John, and was confident of being able to conclude a satisfactory Treaty with 
him. Colonel Gordon also expressed his regret that he had accused M. Matteucci of 
intriguing against Egypt, in regard to which statement his informants had deceived 

him. 

I am to request that Mr. Lascelles’ despatch, wliicli is sent in original, may be 
returned after perusal. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 25. 


Sir J. Pauncefote to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society . 

Sir, Foreign Office, September 29, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 16th instant, in which you refer to a letter addressed to this Department 
on the 10th July last, your former letter relating to complaints on the part of King 
Mcnelek of Shoa that the Egyptian Government had closed the roads leading to his 
kingdom, and would not permit the entry of arms, ammunition, or merchandize 
destined for his people, and the latter containing similar complaints on the part of 
King John of Abyssinia as regards his kingdom and people. 

I am, in reply, to request you will state to the Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society that negotiations are at present going on between King 
John of Abyssinia and the Egyptian Government with the view to arrive at an arrange¬ 
ment satisfactory to both parties in regard to the trade to be carried on between 
Abyssinia and the outer world. Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt 
has been authorized to address a communication to King John tendering the good 
offices of Her Majesty’s Government with the view to a settlement of his differences 

* No. 14. 
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with Egypt, and Lord Salisbury is not without hope that the negotiations now pending 
may result satisfactorily. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 26. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 2.) 

(No. 524-. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 25, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith copies of two 
telegrams which I have received from Gordon Pasha. 

In the first of these telegrams Gordon Pasha informs me that he has had an 
interview with the Abyssinian General Ras Alulah, who told him that he was not 
empowered to conclude a Treaty, but that he could suspend hostilities for four months. 
Gordon was on his way to Debra Tabor to meet King John, with whom he was con¬ 
fident of being able to conclude a Treaty which lie hoped would meet the wishes of 
the Khedive and the European Powers. He also expresses his gratitude for the 
assistance rendered to him by Her Majesty's Government, and adds that there is now 
no need for a man-of-war nor for Iler Majesty’s Consul at Jeddah to proceed to 

Massowah. 

In the second telegram Gordon Pasha expresses his regret for having accused 
M. Matteucci of intriguing against the Egyptian Government, and he begs that his 
tetter on the subject, a copy of which I transmitted with my despatch No. 497 of the 
-9th ultimo, may lie cancelled, as he has now found out that bis informants have 

deceived him. 

My French colleague informs me that he has received a telegram from the French 
Consul at Massowah, stating that Ras Walad-el-Michael had evacuated the Bogos 
country, that his army had been disbanded, and that his son had been killed in an 

orgie. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 26. 

t 

Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Massowah, September 16, 1879. 

I ARRIVED at Kara yesterday, and had an interview with Ras Alulah, who 
informed me that he had no power to conclude a Treaty with me, but that I must see 
King John. Ras Alulah further informed me that it is in his power to suspend 
hostilities for four months. I am now leaving for Debra Tabor to meet King Johu, 
and am confident to conclude a Treaty agreeable to the Khedive and to the European 
Powers. I am grateful to Her Majesty’s Government for their assistance in tins 
matter. There is now no need for the despatch of a man-of-war to Massowah, nor for 
the arrival of Her Majesty’s Consul from Jeddah. I beg you to give my compliments 
to M. Kremer, and to inform him that I have no more need for the 300,000/. 
respecting which I had written to him. 


Inelosure 2 in No. 26. 

Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Massowah, September 16, 1879. 

I REGRET to have written to you that Matteucci had intrigued between the 
Egyptian Government and King John of Abyssinia. I now beg to apologize to Her 
Majesty’s Government and to you for writing the said letter, and to request you to 
cancel the same, as it has been proved to me that my informants have deceived me. 
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No. 27. 

Mr. King to Mr. Bourke.—(Received October 2.) 


Sir, 65, Cornhill, London, E.C., September 23, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter which, through the 
courtesy of Sir Julian Pauncefote, I have received from King John of Abyssinia, and 
which was addressed to my father, the late Henry S. King, who, as you are aware, 
acted as Consul-General for Abyssinia in Great Britain. 

It appears from this letter that King John, an ally and friend of Great Britain, 
is unable even to communicate, and still less to open trade relations with us, in conse¬ 
quence of the action of the Egyptian Government—a Government with which our 
own is at this moment in friendly relations, if, indeed, its influence is not paramount 
in that country. 

Although I am not at present in possession of the official authorization to act in 
the room of my father as the official representative of King John in this country, I 
feel that it is my duty as the recipient of this letter to call the serious attention of 
Her Majesty’s Government to the allegations therein contained. 

I have also the honour to inclose a copy of a letter addressed to the “ Times ” 
newspaper and printed in its edition of Saturday, the 20th instant, from the Rev. J. P. 
Parler, a well-known missionary, and to call your attention to the paragraphs therein 
contained relating to Abyssinia and the Slave Trade. 

In view of these communications, I have to submit to the consideration of the 
noble Lord the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs whether, in view of the 
relations of this country with Abyssinia, and the fact that the Government of that 
country is of a more civilized character than any of the Governments by which it is 
surrounded, it would not be expedient to make some efforts to secure that constant 
communication should be kept up between Great Britain and Abyssinia. As 
Mr. Farler says, “ It is incredible that the European Powers,” and I will venture to 
add Great Britain, “ should allow a great country like Abyssinia to be perpetually 
blockaded by such a Government as the Egyptian.” But further, the great interest 
which is taken in this country in the suppression of the Slave Trade in the interior of 
Africa, and the enormous sacrifices which it annually endures to assist in that 
suppression, would seem to point to the policy of encouraging as much as possible 
the independence and civilization of Abyssinia, which are certain to exert a very 
considerable influence on the countries beyond, and also of securing the assistance of 
a very valuable ally in the suppression of that infamous trade. 

But I venture to point out, for the consideration of the Secretary of State, that 
these objects can only be attained by establishing regular Consular representation in 
Abyssinia, a representation which I believe it is the opinion of those best qualified to 
judge could now be instituted with perfect safety; and by the exertion upon the 
Government of Egypt of British influence to prevent unjust encroachments on the 
rights of the King of Abyssinia, and to secure to that country a free and unimpeded 
outlet to the sea. Were this done a material influence would be exerted on the 
civilization of Abyssinia. King Jolm would be encouraged in his efforts to establish 
good government, and we should be able to insure his effective co-operation in the 
suppression of the inland Slave Trade, which it has long been felt will never cease 
until it is attacked at head-quarters. 

I have the honour to state that I shall take the earliest opportunity of communi¬ 
cating these views to Kin" John, and I most eamestlv call the serious attention of 
Her Majesty’s Government to the considerations which I have ventured in this letter 
to lay before you. 

* J 1iq»vc Sc c* 

(Signed) ’ B. SEYMOUR KING. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 27. 

The King of Abyssinia to Messrs. King and Co. 

(Translation.) 

My beloved Friend, 

BY the grace of God, I and all my people are well; salute you. I have not sent 
handsome present to you, or a single line of letter, because the way is shut. General 
Kirkham, I sent him with many letters to you and to Her Majesty, but they poisoned 
■ ’ "" ’ reason I could not send letters to you and to Her 

They have also shut the way at Massowah, that English merchants may not come 
to my country, and that I may not buy guns, jjowder, and caps and many other things. 
We used to take also a Bishop from Egypt always, but after the war they won’t allow 
Qie to take. All this wrong things done to me. I have written to Her Majesty, and 
kindly report all these words in England for my sake. 


uun ar iviassowau. ±or ttu; 
Majesty. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 27. 

Extract from the ** Times ” of September 20, 1879. 

Egypt and the Shave Trade. 

To the Editor of the “ Times.” 

Sir, Steamship “ Arcot ,” in the Red Sea, September 3, 1879. 

I WAS told in Jeddah last week that Colonel Gordon bad either resigned or had 
been dismissed from the post of Governor-General of the Soudan. 

I sincerely trust that the European Powers will not allow Colonel Gordon’s work 

to be thus destroyed, but that they will insist upon an Englishman being sent to 
replace bim. 

We have a party of Khartoum slave dealers with us, passengers bound for Aden, 
•ind they told us with great delight that Gordon Pasha had been dismissed, and that 
Hassan Pasha will succeed him. 

If this be true, the vast territory of the Soudan into which Colonel Gordon has, 
)'flh immense labour, introduced good government and kept a tight hand on the Slave 
brade, will at once relapse into anarchy. The Slave Trade will revive, and all Colonel 
Gordon’s work will be effaced. 

King John of Abyssinia openly expresses his determination to recover possession 
°1 all Abyssinian territory now in the hands of the Egyptians, if Colonel Gordon, for 
whom he has a great respect, should resign. 

The Abyssinian army is in magnificent condition, well supplied with rifles, 
'deluding 30,000 Remingtons taken from the Egyptians in the last war. At Adowa, 
King John’s capital, there is a powder and a cartridge manufactory, in which good 
cartridges are made for 2 dollars per hundred. 

It is incredible that the European Powers should allow a great country like 
Abyssinia to be perpetually blockaded by such a Government as the Egyptian. On 
the 19th May, 1877, Mr. Vivian, the English Consul-General for Egypt, wrote to Lord 
Derby that “ the Khedive has promised me to consult Colonel Gordon bv telegraph 
u pon the propriety of now removing all restrictions upon free communication and the 
passage of foreigners iuto Abyssinia.” If a Decree was ever issued to this effect it 
certainly was never acted upon, for an English gentleman was not allowed to enter 
Abyssinia three weeks ago, and was turned back at Cassala, although his passports 
Were quite en regie. By what law of nations or by what right does Egypt dare to 
establish this blockade round another country ? 

1 1 helieye that if Egypt were forced to cede a port to Abyssinia and to remove the 
* ockade King John would be satisfied, and a uar, which Egypt is in no position to 

Maintain, would be avoided. Unfortunately, we have no Consul either in Abvssinia 
0r m any of the African Red Sea ports. 

Yesterday I was at Hodeida, an Arabian town with a population of 25,000. 
A 1)01,1 5 o’clock p.M. a fire broke out in the northern suburb, and in a few hours the 
greater part of the town was in flames. Fifteen hundred houses must have been burnt, 
n(l 10 » 000 People rendered homeless. Very little effort was made by the Turkish 
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authorities to stop the flames, although it might easily have been done by pulling 
down a few houses; and the natives would not use sea-water, believing that it 
increases the fire, while no fresh water was obtainable. At one time we thought the 
wind was changing, and that the slave barracoons, in which were GOO unfortunate 
WTetches just brought across from Massowah, would be burnt. 

The Turks have a very ingenious plan for the suppression of the Slave Trade, and 
at the same time filling their own pockets. When the barracoons are well filled the 
Governor issues a Proclamation that the Sultan insists upon the Treaty for the suppres¬ 
sion of the Slave Trade being fulfilled. All the slaves are then seized by the Govern¬ 
ment officials and sent off to some place, frequently Constantinople, where slaves are 
valuable; the slaves are sold and the proceeds are retained by the vendors; the Slave 
Trade in Hodeida then resumes its usual course until the next Proclamation is issued. 

In the Hodeida slave market, the day before yesterday, a white Georgian woman 
was publicly sold for 2,000 dollars, and every day there is a slave auction for the raw 
slaves, Galla, Abyssinian, and others, who chiefly are exported from Massowah and 
Souakin. If the desire of the Abyssinians were granted and Massowah ceded to them, 
it would at once cease to be the great place for the exportation of slaves ; but the new 
Khedive is reported to be a thorough fanatic, and it is hopeless expecting that he will 
give up any port to a Christian nation unless he is forced to do it. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. FARLER, 

Chaplain to Bishop Steere. 


No. 28. 

Lord Napier of Magdala to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 4.) 

Dear Lord Salisbury, Paris, September 25,1879. 

I BEG to inclose the letter received through the Foreign Office from King John 
of Abyssinia. He says truly that I have not written to him for a long time. For 
some time after our expedition to Abyssinia I wrote frequently, and urged the King 
to preserve peace with his neighbours and devote himself to the improvement of liis 
people. I wrote in the same sense to his rival, the Wagshum Gobazai. 

I believe the latter was the first to make war, and was defeated. Since then I 
have ceased to write, as I could not write in Amharic character, and I could not tell 
what use might be made of my English letters by the adventurers about King John. 

You are doubtless aware of the discomfiture of the Egyptian armies in Abyssiuia 
and the proceedings of Colonel Gordon in behalf of the Viceroy of Egypt. 

It would appear that the present would be a favourable time to interfere in favour 
of the Abyssinians, to secure to them unrestricted intercourse noth the civilized world. 
This seems the only chance of rescuing them from their state of comparative barbarism, 
in which they have been kept by the close embrace of Egypt, which cuts off all 
external communication. I cannot but think that as Christians they have a claim 
on us for assistance, besides the friendly behaviour of King John during our expedi¬ 
tion. 

I hope that you may take King John’s appeal into favourable consideration. 

Believe me, &c. 


('Siemedl 


MAGDALA 


Inclosure in No. 28. 

The King of Abyssinia to Lord Napier of Magdala. 

From His Majesty Yohanis, King of Kings of Ethiopia, to Lord Napier of Magdala: 
My beloved father, 

I AND my subjects are well by the grace of God. First, when you came to the 
expedition of Abyssinia you told me, I am your father, and you are my son; and 
after you returning back, you wrote for me to Queen Victoria, We have found a 
faithful Christian Prince in Ethiopia. After that you gave me many cannons, many 
guns and powders. And by that force, by the grace of God, I sat on the throne. My 
beloved father, you know that I ani your son and you my father, but you never wrote 


- 


27 


me a single line of letter ; for that reason the Turks many wrong things did to me. 
I sent General Kirkham with many letters to you and to Her Majesty, but they 
poisoned him at Massowah, and they threw the letters into the sea, that it may 
not be known what they have done to me. They have stopped the English merchants 
that they may not join of the Abyssinia merchants ; this is done that I may not buy 
guns, powders, and caps, which is not stopped in all kingdoms of the world.* Kindly 
help me for all these wrong things, my beloved father. 


No. 29. 

Consul Zohrab to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 7.) 

(No. 3. Political.) 

My Lord, Jeddah, September 22, 1879. 

I HAVE just received the following information, under date the 17th instant, 
from Mr. A. B. Wylde, who, as stated in my despatch No. 2, Political, of the 12th 
September, has proceeded to meet Gordon Pasha. 

I give Mr. Wylde’s own words: “ Gordon has gone into the interior as far as 
Gura, one of the battle-fields duiing the Egypto-Abyssinian war, and there waits King 
John. He has Waled-el-Miehel, the Abyssinian traitor and Egyptian ally, in irons, 
prisoner. Waled-el-Michel’s son has been killed by the Abyssinians. King John is 
going to visit Gordon. The disturbance near Massowah frontier was caused by Waled- 
el-Michel breaking loose. This information has been furnished me by the new 
Governor of Suakim, just arrived from Massowah; I cannot vouch for it. Gordon has 
left mules and everything behind him for me, with orders to follow him, which I shall 
do. I leave this (Suakim) the day after to-morrow.” 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHRAB. 


No. 30. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Mr. Lascelles. 

(No. 28. Slave Trade.) 

kir. Foreign Office. October 8, 1879. 

THE Marquis of Salisbury caused the letters addressed by King John of 
Abyssinia to Lord Napier of Magdala and to Messrs. King and Co. to be forwarded 
to their destinations; and I am now directed by his Lordship to transmit to you a 
letter from Messrs. King and Co. to His Majesty, and I am to instruct you to forward 
It to King John, either through Gordon Pasha or in any other manner which you may 

consider safest. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) J ULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 31. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Messrs. King and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, October 9, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 2Gth ultimo, inclosing one addressed to King John of Abyssinia, and 
requesting that the same may be forwarded to His Majesty through Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General in Egypt, and I am to inform you in reply that his Lordship 
has sent it to Mr. Lascelles with instructions to forward it to the King, either through 
Gordon Pasha or by any other means he may consider to be the safest. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN P4UNCEF0TE. 
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No. 32. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Mr. H. S. King. 

Sir, ! Foreign Office, October 10, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 23rd ultimo, with its inclosurcs, on the subject of Abyssinia and* her 
grievances against Egypt, and to state to you, in reply, that this matter is under the 
consideration of Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 33. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Lord Napier of Magdala. 

Foreign Office, October 11, 1879. 

IN the interview which Sir J. Pauncefote had with Lord Napier on the 2nd 
instant his lordship expressed a wish to be furnished with a short memorandum 
showing what was known in this Office of the state of affairs in relation to the 

disputes and threatened hostilities between King John of Abyssinia and the Khedive 
of Egypt. 

Sir Julian Pauncefote is, therefore, directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to 
inclose, for Lord Napier’s information, a memorandum showing what is known by 
Her Majesty’s Government on the subject. 


Inelosure in No. 33. 

Memorandum by Mr. Warburton respecting the Relations betiveen King John of Abyssinia 

and the Khedive of Egypt. 

THE chief causes of hostility between Abyssinia and Egypt are— 

1. Egypt has tried to conquer Abyssinia, but has failed. She, however, took in 
1870 a district called Bogos from Abyssinia. King John feels himself strong enough 
to retake it, and has massed a large force on the frontiers. 

Gordon Pasha, who admits that Egypt is not prepared to prevent him, applied in 
great alarm to Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General in Egypt to give him 
a letter to King John urging him to settlo his differences with Egypt amicably, which 
Mr. Lascelles was authorized to do, and Gordon Pasha started with the letter to see 
King John, with full powers from the Khedive, who also desired him to announce to 
King .John his accession to the throne. He said Egypt was prepared to give satis¬ 
faction to the “just claims” of Abyssinia, but, at the same time, Egypt, he stated, 
would not give up Bogos, whereas King John says lie will have it. 

Gordon had also applied to the French Consul at Massowah to interfere to 
prevent hostilities. *.i if* v r : 

2. Another great source of grievance to Abyssinia is that she is excluded by 
Egypt from the coast, and so from communication with the civilized world, and from 
obtaining powder, guns, &e. A letter from King John to the Queen complaining of 
this was received a few days since; but though it implies a wish for intervention, it 
does not actually ask for it. He also asks for the appointment of a Consul in his 
dominions. A suitablo answer has been prepared, and is about to be sent, expressing 
interest in the welfare of Abyssinia, and advising the King to remain on peaceful 
terms with Egypt, and stating that his request for a Consul will be considered. 

King Menelek of Shoa lias also applied to the Queen and to the Emperor of 
Germany for their intervention with Egypt to gain him access to the coast. 

By the latest despatches received from Egypt on the 2nd instant we learn that 
Gordon Pasha had had an interview with lias Alulah, King Johns General, who told 
him he was not empowered to conclude a Treaty, but that he could suspend hostilities 
for four months. Gordon had then started for Debra-Tabor to meet King John, 
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and expressed his confidence of being able to conclude a Treaty with him satisfactory 
alike to Abyssinia, Egypt, and the European Powers. 



Minutes by Sir J. Pauncefote. 

Lord Napier of Magdala called yesterday with reference to the letter addressed 
to him by King John of Abyssinia, and before his return to Gibraltar (in about a week 
or so) he will address a letter to Lord Salisbury on the subject of that communication. 
Before doing so, however, he would be very glad to be furnished with a short 
memorandum of what we know of the real state of affairs in relation to the dispute 
and threatened hostilities between King John and the Khedive of Egypt. 

Send him a memorandum as requested. 

J. P. October 2, 1S79. 


Query. 


Mr. Warburton has prepared the memorandum annexed. 
Query. Send it. 

S. October 2,1879. 


J. P. 



No. 34. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to Lord Napier of Magdala. 

My Lord, Foreign Office, October 14, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s letter of the 25th ultimo, inclosing one which has been addressed to you by 
King John of Abyssinia, and I am to convey to you his Lordship’s thanks for this 
communication, the subject of which is receiving the careful attention oi Her Majesty s 

Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 



No. 35. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 18.) 


No. 637. Political.) ~ ~ , , „ 1c » n 

Jv Lord Cairo, October 3, 1879. 

^ I°HAVE the honour to inclose a letter addressed to Messrs. Thomas King and Co. 
)y Gordon Pasha, giving an account of the relations at present existing between 

^ ~ * Gordon^Pasha* lias requested me to forward this letter to your Lordship, with the 

equest that after you had read it it might be sent to its destination. 

1 have, &c. 






Inclosure in No. 35. 

Gordon Pasha to Messrs. King and Co. 

Sir Massowah, September 5, 1879. 

’ IN January 1879 I sent a Mr. Winstanley to King Johannes of Abyssinia, in 
return to an Envoy that lias Arya had sent by the King s order to me; the K i n g sent 
me a letter by this gentleman, couched in civil terms, and expressing a wish to see 
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me. Mr. Winstanley returned to Kartoum in April or May, and telegraphed to me 
that he had a letter from King Johannes for Her Majesty. I directed him to put this 
letter in the post, and to address it to Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Cairo; I 
thought he, Mr. Winstanley, had done this, for he gave me no reply. When on the 
24th August I arrived at Cairo, he handed me this letter in the presence of the 
Secretary of the Consul-General; Mr. Winstanley informed me that under the outer 
cover were three letters, so I removed the outer cover and found, as Mr. Winstanley 
had said, that there were three letters: one to Her Majesty, one to Lord Napier, and one 
to Messrs. Thomas King and Co.; those three letters I handed over to the Secretary of 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General intact, who will, or has, no doubt forwarded 
them to their destination. 

Soon after the departure of Mr. Winstanley from King Johannes there arrived a 
mission from Italy, under a M. Matteucci, and immediately afterwards King Johannes 
became hostile, assembling his troops on the frontier. I had, on the return of 
M. Matteucci to Massowah, telegraphed to M. Matteucci, to ask him why this sudden 
change had taken place in the King’s disposition, and offering him to telegraph to me, 
without charge; tins he did not do. The Italian Consul-General hearing from his 
French colleague, then wrote to M. Matteucci, which letter reached him at Suez, 
asking him if Johannes was menacing war. M. Matteucci, though he had plenty of 
time to answer, in his journey from Suez to Ismailia, by letter, contented himself by 
telegraphing to his Consul-General, “ I confirm the news of the French Consul- 
General this he did from Ismailia, and continued his journey to Italy. *His Highness 
the Khedive, in consequence of the hostile attitude of Johannes, has sent me down to 
see John, and to announce his accession, and inform him that I am charged to arrange 
any differences between the two countries. The French and English Governments 
have also informed King Johannes that they would view any hostile act against Egypt, 
until my arrival, with extreme concern, and thus the matter rests for the moment. 

I wish you to understand that, since the month of February 1877, I have in every 
way helped King Johannes, preventing, as far as lay in my power, the raids made by 
the renegade Waled-el-Michel, eventually placing him (Waled-el-Michel) in such a 
position as to force him to surrender to King Johannes, refusing to give aid, in arms 
or money, to the numberless enemies of the King who applied for the same, to use at 
Galabet; not aiding Menelek, refusing to attack Adowa when, during his (Johannes) 
dispute with Menelek, it was in my power to do so on several occasions. 

I am, of course, quite ignorant of what King Johannes may have said in his 
letters to Her Majesty, to Lord Napier, or yourself; but considering that His High¬ 
ness the Khedive is actuated by the best wishes to remain at peace, that the 
European Powers have, by an international instrument, bound His Highness not to 
cede any territory, and that, therefore, without the permission of the European 
Powers, His Highness cannot do so, I trust that should you, or the favourers of 
Johannes’ cause, write to him (and I tell you that, if hostilities do break out, I should 
have every right to prevent his (Johannes) receipt of letters), you will bear in mind 
that the best thing for King Johannes to do is to lay his cause before the European 
Powers, if he cannot come to terms with me, the Envoy of Ilis Highness tlio 
Khedive. 


The creditors of the Egyptian Government have far more; reason to fear hostilities 
than Egypt has. Egypt can carry on a desultory war for years, with no great expense, 
and, for certain, by giving aid to the enemies of Johannes, eventually upset him, 
though I, for my part, would deeply regret it. Abyssinia is in anarchy now; what 
would it be after Johannes is gone ? 

Whatever may have been said on the unwarranted attack on Abyssinia in 1875 
and 1876, remember it was done on the representation of an European, Munzingcr, 
that the ex-Khedive had the weakness to employ; remember, also, that it was due to 
the moral pressure used in Egypt, from Europe, that she abandoned hostilities in 1876, 
and withdrew her troops. Johannes could not have borne the strain of a desultory 
war for a year longer, which Egypt could easily have done without loss, and aided, as 
she would have been, by Menelek, Johannes’ reign would have ended in 1877, although 
I own this would have been a misfortune. Only three battles were fought, and two 
were gained by Johannes, and the last one by Egypt. I do not count the skirmish 
near Tajurali, in which Munzinger was killed, for he was not killed by Abyssinia. The 
want of commissiariat, or of any military system, will ever prevent the Abyssinians 
from keeping a force together for any time; therefore Egypt, w'ho has this organiza¬ 
tion, can easily wait in her forts, and must eventually win, if such a tiling is to be 
desired in the interest of any of the parties concerned, i.e., Europe, Egypt, or Abyssinia. 
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Still Egypt cannot let herself be attacked without defending herself, or without 
retaliation. 

I have written you this long letter, in order that you may understand the true 
state of affairs. I have asked Johannes to inform me, in writing, of his demands. This 
he has never done, and therefore I am in no position to discuss them. 

You are aware Lord Napier is said to have offered him (Johannes), Zullali, 
Annesley Bay. I do not know whether it is true or not, or if Lord Napier had 
authority to do so. Johannes is said to have replied, “ Give me steamers as well.” 

I do not know r whether you are aware that Johannes, on the retreat of the 
Egyptian troops in 1876, felt so strongly how deleterious to him was the enmity of 
Egypt that he sealed a paper, offering Hamacem to Egypt as the price of peace ; and 
that it was owing to the offended amour-propre of the ex-Khedive his overtimes were 
refused, which was the best thing that could have happened, for Hamaccm would 
never have been of the least use to Egypt. 

V^OTTP /VP 

(Signed) ' C.‘ G. GORDON. 


No. 36. 

Mr..Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 18.) 

(No. 540. Political.) 

% Lord, Cairo, October 4,1879. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 524 of the 25th ultimo, I have the honour 
to inclose a copy of a despatch which I have received from Mr. AYvide, dated Alasso- 
^ah, September 22, and inclosing letters which had been addressed to him by Gordon 
Easlia, from which it appears that Gordon Pasha, after an interview with Ras Alulah, 
in which the latter promised to suspend hostilities for four months, had started for 
Eebra Tabor in order to meet King John, with whom he was confident of being able 
to arrange matters in a satisfactory manner. 

As Gordon Pasha’s letters to Mr. AYylde refer chiefly to the steps he might have 
been compelled to take if he had been unsuccessful in obtaining an interview with 
Ras Alulah, and are, moreover, of a private character, I have not thought it necessary 
to forward them to your Lordsliip, more especially as the inclosed papers addressed to 
Miss Gordon, and which Gordon Pasha has forwarded under flying seal for the purpose 
m being read, give a full description of liis proceedings, and of his interviews with Ras 

Alulah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANK C. LASCELLES. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 36. 

Mr. A. B. Wylde to Mr. Lascelles. 

Sh*, Massowah, September 22, 1879. 

I HAATB waited till midnight in hopes of news of further importance coming in 
Y'om the llamasen or from his Excellency Gordon 1’asha, and as the mail is leaving at 
flight, I shall have to close this without adding anything further in the way of news 
to the five inclosures. 

I have written to Ras Alulah asking him if he is desirous of communicating, on 
behalf of himself or King Johannes, with the English Government, and if he wishes to 
me, that I will go to the Hamasen to meet him, as he cannot cross the frontier to 

Egyptian territory. 

I consider that everything is tranquil for the moment, and no fear need be antici¬ 
pated that hostilities will commence, but matters are in a most delicate and straitened 
position, and unless Gordon Pasha is successful in his negotiations with the King, that 
Egypt will lose all the territory that she lias taken at different periods from the 

Abyssinians. 

Mitsin, the son of Waled-el-Michel, is not dead, and there is nothing known that 
can be relied on regarding the father, who may or may not be a prisoner, perhaps only 






















































































sent back to Debra Tabor to Kin g Jolin, to be present at the negotiations between 
Egypt and Abyssinia. 

It is to be hoped, however, that he is a prisoner, as, if at large, I cannot see how 
it is possible that anything satisfactory can ever be arrived at between the two 
countries. As Egypt is not in a position to keep him quiet unless at great expense 
both in men and money and paralyzing her Soudan garrisons. King John, if he can 
pardon him, would also find Waled-el-Michel a valuable ally should he think about 
revenging himself for the manner in which he has been treated by Egypt. 

By next mnil I will write you further and report full particulars, and, if the 
occasion requires, will wire you to* Cairo. I intend returning to Jeddah in ten days, 
and will give Mr. Zolirab a’ copy of every letter that passes on this subject for his 

archives. 

Gordon Pasha cannot be back to Massowah under two months at the earliest, as 


Debra Tabor is twenty-one days by relay post from here. 

Has Alulah is in*the Hamasen at Tsasaga; he has between 30,000 and 40,0 

combatants with him. 4 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. B. WYLDE, 

Late Vice-Consul, Jeddah. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 36. 

Abyssinie: 1877—1879. 

C’EST inutile de rep^ter comment Walad-el-Michael (qu’on appelle “Waden- 
kal ”) le Chef h6r6ditaire du Province Hanu^em, et de sa tributaire, Bogos, a tentd 
d’entrer en relations avec l’Empereur Napoldon, pour obtenir son assistance contre 
Johannes; comme Johannes a su sa trahison, et l*a emprisonnd a Adowa pendant 
plusieurs ans; comme apres les fausses rapports de Munzinger, et Arakol Bey, l’inva- 
sion de Hamacem a eu lieu; comme Johannes a lache Wadenkal sorti de sa prison, 
sur sa promesse qu’dtant le Chef hdrdditaire du Hamacem, sa presence assistera le 
Roi; comme, apr&s la defaite de Arakol Bey h Grudet, le Roi a repris de Wadenkal 
les a rmes qu’il a pris dcs Egyptiens; comme 11 adenkal, fdche de ca, a re volte et sc 
joignit a ltatib Pacha, a l’invasion d’Abyssinie en 1876; comme Ratib Pacha l’a 
doune 700 Remingtons; comme apr£s les bataillcs h Gura les Egyptiens se sont retirds 
ct Wadenkal, avec 7,000 troupes a lui, se retire a Bogos; comme, au moment des 
ncgociations a Adowa, entre l’Envoi du Khedive et le Roi, Wadenkal, ne voulant pas 
la paix sans permission d’Egypte a envahi le Hamacem, et l’a pilld, tuant Hailyon, 
le Gouverneur, que le Roi a mis la; comme Johannes, sur la nouvelle de ce razzia, a 
rompu courte toutc negociation avec l’Egypte, c’est-ii-dire, avec llatib Pacha, mais a 
envove un Ambassade chez le Khedive; comme Ismail Pasha, Khedive, n’a pas 
voulu les recevoir (quoiqu’on dit que ces Envois dtaient chargd de meme coder le 
Hamacem), la sedne au Consulat-Gdndral Anglais, le depart des Envois, la fureur 
du Roi a cette manure d’agir. Inutile, dis-je, de rdpdter toutes ces choses. Passons 
au commencement de 1877, quand j’etais nommd Gouverneur-Gendial, au moment 

du retour des Envois Abyssiniens chez le Roi. 

J’arrive a Massowah avec une lettre du Consul-Gdndral Anglais pour le Roi, 

le priant de me traiter bien, et avec quelques mots dcrits en Erangais, pas en Arabe, 
dans mes instructions du Khedive, ce qui etait ins6rd, a la demande du Consul- 
General, disant: “ II y a sur la frontii>re d’Abyssinie des disputes; je vous charge dc 
les arranger.” 

Arrive a Massowah en Fdvrier 1877, je trouve les troupes de 1 expedition Egyp- 
tienne ddbarquant pour Caire, et bientot apres le Khddive a pris un bataillon de plus 
d<‘ moi. C’est le moment oh la guerre vient de commencer entre la Turquie et la 

Russie. 

II faut aussi se souvenir que lc Darfour a delate en rd volte dans le meme mois, et 
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La position vis-a-vis d’Abyssinie etait ainsi: Wadenkal etait a Bogos, ou nous 
avions le fort de Senheit avec 700 soldats, Wadenkal s’est rnoque de Ratib Pacha (quand 
meme Ratib Pacha avait les troupes expdditionnaires a Massowah), quand Ratib 
Prtf'hfi lui a ordonnd dc cesser ses attaques contre Johannes ou contre lc territoirc 
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Abyssinien. Comment se tiendra-t-il vis-a-vis de moi sans troupes, et ayant cette 
rdvoltc a Darfour (qui, de plus, a etd plus serieuse, voyant que les gens ndgriers du 
Sabehr etaient presque en rdvolte aussi). Alor§ comme certainement je n’avais pas 
de troupes disponibles, que Wadenkal etait beaucoup trap fort pour le combattre, je 
me suis decide d’obtenir du temps, en arbitant la tranquillitd de Wadenkal. Je me 
suis rendu a Senheit, et Wadenkal est venu me voir, avec 200 soldats a lui, et 2,000 
autres soldats en reserve, tout prds. J’ai amngd avec lui de lui payer fortement, de 
lui donner le Dhura, <fcc., pour ses troupes, sur sa promesse qu’il ne fera pas de razzias 
contre le territoire Abyssinien; alors j’ai ecris au Roi, lui offrant une frontiere qui 
laisse a 1’Egypte le Bogos, et garantissant que Wadenkal ne fera plus de razzias 
contre le territoirc Abyssinien. Johannes m’a repondu: “ Que tout lc monde sait la 
fronticre est ca et la. Quo Ismail Pacha l’a maltraite et a insulte ses Ambassadeurs, 
ct e’est gritce au Consul-General Anglais qu’ils ont eehappes. Qu’il ne vent pas 
entendre parler des Egyptiens, et qu’il m’a ccrit, parce que j’etais Chrdtien.” Sur ca 
le Roi est parti pour faire la guerre contre Menelik, Roi dc Shoa, ce qui montre quo 
le Roi Johannes a eu confidence dans roa garanti de Wadenkal. 

Alors je suis parti pour Darfour, et heureusement, apKs trois mois, la revolte etait 
finie, et les gens du Sibeler ont 6t6 menagd, dans une manit^re qu’ils ne presentent 
pas un danger immediat; mais pendant tous ces trois mois les depeches telegra- 
phiques continuent d’etre recues, disant que Wadenkal, de jour en jour, devient plus 
exactant, et que Wadenkal aussi a commence de piller la frontiere d’Abyssinie. J’ai 
telegrapliid fortement a Wadenkal de se souvenir de sa promesse; le Khedive m’a 
appele a Caire, et j’etais entre la route a Cairo de Kartorun quand les depeches de 
Senheit etaient si in quietantes, que j’etais force de revenir a Kartoum, et de la d’aller 
a Senheit. 

Arrive a Senheit, j’ai trouve Wadenkal dans un etat furieux; il a cesse de faire la 
moindre attention aux autorites Egyptiennes, et son ton etait devenu celui d’un maitre; 
il a refusC de venir me voir, disant qu’il etait malade; alors je me suis rendu dans sa 
forteresse avec dix soldats; il etait a Halkal, une position excessivement forte; il m’a 
mis dans une stockade forniee de palissades 10 pieds en hauteur; il y avait une entree, 
alors on passait de la hutte du corps de garde, qui touche it la butte des domestiques, 
qui, it son tour, touche it ma liutte. C'etait un tTai prison; alors je me fache, et 



pressant d’attaquer Johannes, quand Johannes etait aux prises avec Menelek, moi 
iui refusant, disant que si le Roi revient, il, Wadenkal, m’abandonnera, comme il avait 
deja fait une fois auparavant, quand Johannes, aprCs la bataillc de Jura, a avance 
contre Senheit (Wadenkal a toujours avoud qu’il ne se combat jamais contre le Roi si 
il vient, en personnel. J’ai tAchd de persuader Wadenkal de faire sa paix avec 
Johannes, disant que je ne puis foumir de la nourriture a ses gens, surtout quand il ne 
m'obeit pas. Enfin, aprds un autre nuit je suis parti pour Senheit, ayant arrange avec 
lui dc lui envoycr 600 ardebs de Dhoura, et l’ayant donnd 700/. Lui, de sa part, 
disant qu'il ne fera plus de razzias sur le territoire Egyptien. A ce moment il n’y 
avait pas de troupes du Roi a Adowa, et si j’avais assiste Waled-el-Michel nous 
aurions pris possession sans difficulty. Dans toute cette affaire, le Khedive Ismail 
Pacha a etc trds-indisposd vis-a-vis une paix avec l’Abyssinie, ct trds-bien dispose vers 

Wadenkal. 

Arrive a Senheit, sachant <jue Wadenkal ne cessera pas de faire dcs attaques contre 
l’Abyssinie, et qu’il deviendra jour par jour plus oxigeant sur nous, j’ai ccrit il 
Johannes disant que je ne puis plus repondre pour la conduite de Wadenkal, et lui 
proposant une action commune contre l’ennemi eommun, Wadenkal, lui disant ce que 
Wadenkal a dit, que si le Roi vient, il ne sc combattra pas. Alors j'ai prie le Roi de 
venir, qu’enscmble nous prendrons Wadenkal, et je l’enverrai a Caire. Le Roi 
pvenant ses troupes chez lui, j’ai expliqud au Roi qu’aussi longtemps que l’Abyssinie 
dtait ferine aux soldats de Waled-el-Michel, il faudra une masse de troupes pour les 
battre, voyant que ces troupes n’auraient pas un asile dans lequel ils pourront se refugier, 
tandis que si le Roi les pardonne, et si 1’Egypte les attaque, ils se refugieraient en 
Abyssinie; j’ai ajoutd qu’une fois Wadenkal fini, nous pouvons arranger nos affaires, 
mais que l’existence de Wadenkal etait impossible pour nous deux. Pendant une 
conversation avec Wadenkal chez lui, nous avons cause beaucoup sur l’effet d’arrivde 
d’Alamayou, fils de Theodoro, et il m’a beaucou]) prie de l’amener. Cette conversation a 
eu un grand effet, car dans le mois de IMars 1878, trois mois apri>s, les armees du Roi 
Johannes et Menelek ctant pret dc sc battre, ont entendu que Alamavou vieudra; alors 
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Johannes a cdde, et ameliore ses conditions vis-a-vis de Menelek, et les deux Rois sont 
devdnus amis. Ce bruit certainement a dtd rdpandu par Wadenkal. 

Je desire qu’on comprends que j’ai dit directement a Wadenkal que si il ne 
cesse pas ses attaques contre Johannes, il sera fini entre l’Egypte et lui; je lui ai 
proposd de venir au Came, et de debander ses troupes. 

Alors ayant arrange l’affaire avec Wadenkal, je suis parti, porn* Kartoum. A peine 
arrivd a Kartoum, j’etais de nouveau appele au Caire, pour l’arrangement du finance ! 
Ayant manque d’inspirer confiance clans MM. Goschen et Joubert, j’dtais renvoyd de 
Caire, pas trop poliment, par Ismail Pacha, Khedive. Passant par Aden Uarar, je 
suis arrive a Massowah en Mai 1878. 

Mais entre Decernbre 1877, et Mai 1878, il y avait beaucoup de tdldgrammes 
entre moi et Wadenkal; ce dernier, comme il est naturel, a continue ses attaques contre le 
territoire Abvssinien, et aussi a traitd mes ordres comme rien. Alors je lui ai dcrit 
que c’etait fini entre nous (c’etait dans le mois de Edvrier ou Mai’s 1878), et qu’il peut 
allcr ou il veut. Wadenkal alors, avec ses troupes, sortent du territoire Egyptien, 
mais avant de sortir mon Yakil, dans mon absence, lui a donne des munitions. 

Comme j’ai dit, je suis arrive a Massowah en Mai, Wadenkal a quitte le territoire 
Egyptien dans le mois de Mars; dans le mois d’Avril il a combattu avec le general 
du ltoi, Has Barion, et l’a battu completement; mais alors il arrcte sa marche sur 
Adowa, peut-etre ayant entendu que les deux Rois Johannes et Menelek avait fait la 
paix. Alors il y avait jusqu’au mois de Novembre de longues ndgociations entre 
Johannes et Wadenkal, qui out finies par Wadenkal se rendant chez Johannes, mais 
sans rendant ses armes. C’dtait vers le mois de Janvier 1879 que cette soumission a dtd 
faite, alors dans le mois de Janvier le ltoi m’envoit un Envoi a Katarif, et moi, de ma 
part, aprds avoir vu 1’Envoi, a envove un Envoi chez le ltoi, avec des lettres tetchant 
d’obtenir le consentement du Roi a laisser a l’Egypte le Bogos. ltien est venu de cette 
visite; le Roi m’envoit une lettre pour la Reine d’Angleterre, et une lettre de compli¬ 
ments. Mais Mr. Winstanley m’a dit que le Roi ne voulait pas sc battre. Entre Janvier 
et Juillet 1879 j’etais a Darfur, et Balu* el Gazal, et c’dtait a mon re tour a Kartoum 
que j’ai trouvd les lettres de Joliannes. Alors, comme tout avait Fair tranquille vis-a-vis 
d’Abyssinie, et comme j’etais appele au Caire par le nouveau Khedive, je suis parti 
pour Caire, quand en route j’entends des nouvelles trds-graves, qu’Aloula, et Wadenkal, 
et toutes leurs troupes etaient sur le point de tomber sur Massowah et le Soudan. 

Prenant des lettres du Khddive au Roi, annon^ant son accession, et me nommant 
son Envoi, et une lettre du Consul-General Anglais au Roi, le priant de restcr tranquille, 
je suis parti pour Massowah, oh j’arrivc le 6 Septembre, pour le quitter le 11 Sep- 
tembre, pour me rendre vis-a-vis Aloula, quand, au moment de partir, j’entends 
qu’Aloula, en sachant que j’etais arrive a Massowah, a fait prisonnier Waled-el-Michel 
et tons ses officiers, et que le fils du Wadenkal a dtd tu6 dans un fracas chez le Roi 
par le fils du Hadru, le Gouvemeur du Ilamacem, tud par Wadenkal. 

Si Aloula a fait prisonnier Wadenkal, en sachant, que je suis arrive a Massowah, 
et que je viendrai le voir, il parait probable que le Roi a accepts mes propositions 
faites bien longtemps passd, e’est-a-dire, que nous deux attaquerions Wadenkal, et que 
nous arrangerions nos affaires apres, et que e’est la ruse, ou le manque de force du Roi, 
qui l’a empdchd de le faire auparavant, et peut-etre il a eu peur de ma vdracitd. 

Comme exemple, comme les Pachas d’Egyptc regardent aucun arrangement avec 
l’Abyssinie. Ratib Pasha, le Ministre de Guerre dans le Gouvernement de Nubar 
Pacha, a dcrit a Wadenkal, lettre re 9 U par Wadenkal dans le mois d’Aoht, quand il a 
entendu que Wadenkal avait battu lias Barim, pour le feliciter, et lui avait dit, 
qu’il pousse en avantc’etait au moment que j’avais fait tout mon possible pour 
empeeher Wadenkal de faire la guerre. Comme j’ai dit, jamais Ismail Pacha, Khedive, 
a voulu sinedrement la paix avec Johannes.* 

A present, quelle est la position des affaires si Johannes et Aloula sont, comme 
je le pense, disposd d’agir d’accord avec mes propositions, e’est h-dire:— 

1. Action commune entre lc Roi et moi pour dcraser les brigands de Wadenkal. 

2. Ce fait accompli, arrangement entre l’Abyssinie et l’Egypte sur les questions 

en dispute. ' - ’ 

No. 1 contient ces concessions de ma part de donner do la poudre et des armes au 
troupes de Johannes, et de lui laisser entrer dans le Bogos comme ami. 

Examinons No. 1. Si je ne donne pas des armes et de la poudre, Johannes so 
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doutera de ma bonne foi, et il peut nous attaquer, ou il peut relacher Wadenkal, de 
plus certainement, il n’offrira pas asile aux troupes de Wadenkal qui sont au Bogos; 
alors ces gens n’ayant pas un asile, se battent avec desperation, et peuvent piller les 
villages autour de Massowah, oiije n’ai pas de troupes. Si je refuse d’entrer a Bogos 
comme ami (en pensant qu’une fois la il y restera) je rdponds que le Bogos est occupd 
a present par les troupes de Wadenkal, trop nombreux pour moi de battre pour le 
moment, et je ne serai pas plus mal a mon aise si il y a encore a Bogos les troupes du 
Roi ennemi de gens de Wadenkal, qui, ne reconnaissent aucune autorite, tandis que les 
troupes du Roi reconnaissent l’autoritd du Roi. 

Je suis shr que si je demande-la permission du Khddive, il me refusera, alors je 
suis ddtermind d’agir d’aprt's mes convictions, sur No. 1, et de donner de la poudre et 
des armes, et de permettre les troupes du Roi d’entrer a Bogos. 

Examinons No. 2. Le Khedive dit que le Firman ne permettra rien a odder. Il 
avoue que lc Bogos a etd vole par l’Egypte; est-ce que l’Egypte a informd la Porte de 
ce vol ? et est-ce que la Porte, dans ce Firman interdisant “ la cession du territoire 
■“gyptien,” a compris ce morceau de terre ? Yoila la question; d’aprds moi, je ne 
crois pas que J oliannes ddsire beaucouii cette terre, mais il signera pas la cession, car une 
pareille acte sera mal vue par ses peuples; il genera a l’amour-propre d’Egypte do le 
coder, pas aux intdrets Egyptiens, car avec l’abandonuement de Bogos l’Egypte sera 
fiuitte de la mission Catliolique, qui, directement et indirectement, a dtd la cause de 
tous les ennemis entre l’Egypte (reprdsentd par 1 Munzingar) et l’Abyssinie. Mais, e’est 
^ Ur » le Khedive ne voulait pas le odder. Je vois seulement une chose, e’est-a-dire, 

1 action officieuse de l’Angleterre vis-a-vis le Roi et le Khedive: l’un pour accepter 
JO,000/. (e’est-a-dire la rente ou les taxes annuclles de Bogos pour douze ans, a 1,600/. 
par an ); l’autre, pour donner cette sornme, ou que l’Egypte donnera au Roi 1,600/. par 
?m, e’est-a-dire, les taxes que Johannes a auparavant percu par an sur ce pays. Le 
Khedive ne donnera rien si il n’est pas force. Johannes, je pense, si le Gouvernement 
Knglais le persuade, acceptera sous le nom des cadeaux et ne dim. rien. 

Il faut bien comprendre qu’a present est le moment pom agir; une fois que 
Johannes pense qu’on le trompe, il faudra beaucoup de peine pour qu’il aura de 
confiance une autre fois. 

Une guerre sera desastreuse aux crdanciers, car il faut permettre Son Altesse de 
prendre de ses resources pour la ddfense de ses peuples. 

Alors j’ai l’intention do dire a Johannes, sur No. 2, que si il refdrera au Gouverne¬ 
ment Anglais je lui donne ma garantie que l’Angleterre verra qu’il aura justice. 

La question de 20,000/. peut bien etre discute; 10,000 fusils, dont on a 600,000 
au Caire, peuvent le contenter. 

■p . pl us > il faut bien comprendre que le don d’un port sur la Mer Rouge, dont le 
Roi n’a jamais jusqu’a present demande, ne sera pas un bien-etre pour le Roi. A 
Present les gens d’Abyssinie portent leurs choses a Massowah; ils les vendent aux 
Kuropoens pour un tel prix; l’Abyssinien en paie rien, mais l’acheteur paie la taxe 
u entree et de depart, alors on ne fera aucun bien aux Abyssiniens si on declare le 
Pert libre; il sera seulement un cadeau aux Europ£ens, qui paieraient plus aux 
Abyssiniens pour leurs choses. C’est les Europeens qui poussent Johannes et Menelek 
o crier pour un port, ou qui, plus probablement, dit que ces deux Rois desivent un 

11 faut que le Roi ait une permission d’importer des armes et munitions par le 

m °ycu d’un agent responsable Abyssinien h Massowah. 

(Signd) C. G. GORDON. 

El Ata, Frontier of Abyssinia, September 15, 1S79. 


• Wadenkal a su 9 a tres-bien, et il a taehe d’envoyer des lettres Ismail Pacha, KhGdive, et des gens de sa 
part, mais je les ai arr£t 6 * tons, et Ismail Pacha 6 tant aux prises avec R. Wilson et Compagnie, n’a pas pu 
Temp^cher. Plusieura fo « j’ai empuchu qu’aucun secours soit donne aux refugies Abyssiniens qui vieunent a 


Galabat demandant des armes pour battre Johannes. 


Abyssinie : 1877-79 ( continued ). 

Ayant 4td envoye par le Khedive, avec une lettre, au Roi Johannes, annon<;ant 
accession, et avec une autre me nommant son Vakil, pour arranger une 
uference qui existe entre l’Egypte et 1’Abyssinie, je suis arrivd a Gura, la residence 
(, Aloula, le 17 Septembre, situd sur un monticule excessivement escarp^ 
l c etait a peine qu’on pouvait le monter). Arrive pr6s du somniet oh ctaieut range, en 
°ux rangs, tout assis, les soldats d’Aloula (avec beaucoup de Remingtons), j’ai 
escendu, h cause de la mauvaise route, a pied; on a presque repondu h mes saluts; avec 
01 chvit le Commandant-en-chef du Ras Aloula, qui est venu a me rencontre a la 
ontiore; il m’a prdeedd sur la route, et dtant pres d’lm grand abri des branches il a 
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commence de saluer, chaque pas, je n’ai vu personne; arrivd a l’abri, j’ai vu a l’cxtremit6 
une figure envelopp^ avec des draps, assis sur un augarep (cruclie); le bout du nez etait 
& peine risible; autour de lui etaient une foule de sesgens, presque tous, aussi, enveloppe 
dans leurs draps. La chambre arait l’air d un hbpital; une silence profonde y rdgne; 
on aurait pense, par la manure dans laquelle ces messieurs tiennent leur draps aux nez, 
que quelque chose poisoneuse arrire. Las Aloula abat un peu son drap, pour me 
saluer, mais il ne se 16ve pas, mais je me suis conforte en peasant que c’est la penance, 
qu’ils font comme retribution des fautes d’Ismail Pacha (ex-Kli<5dive) vis-a-vis le» 
Ambassadeurs du Loi, a la fin de l’an 1876, quand ces Ambassadeurs se rdfugirient 
chez le Consul-General d’Angleterre. Las Aloula m’a montre une chaise tres-basse a 
c6te de lui; je me suis venge par le desordre dans lequel j’ai mis les belles soieries dont 
il 6tait couvert. Alors une silence morac reste, que j’ai casse, cn me levant pour 
presenter les lettres du Khedive au Loi. Las Aloula n’a pas eu l’air tr^s-empresse dans 
sa reception de ces lettres, malgre le sac en soie verte et la tasselle d’or dans lequel elles 
dtaient mis, et il les a tranquillement pose sur le pistolet, qui reste a son cote. Alors 
je me suis amusd de regarder le monde denridre lui: il y avait dix pretres en ligne assis 
derridre lui, qui m’ont regarde avec fureur, mais j’ai souris sur eux, d’une manidre 
affable; alors j’ai trouve un Arabe de Damns, et un Allemand, habille en costume 
Abyssinien, mais avec un chapeau Europeen. Il y avait deux interpretes—un pour 
1’Anglais, l’autre pour le Fran<;ais. Vite j’ai vu qu’ils etaient en inimitie, et que 1’Anglais 
dtait, comme toujours, plus fort. Buzati Bey, mon chef ecrivain, a ete force d’asseoir 
sur la terre, la fureur dans ses yeux. La conversation etait assez difficile; tous les 
messieurs continuent- de tenir leurs draps aux nez, quand on apporte le Ilydromel, aprds 
laquelle arrivee, dont tout le monde dtait trds-heureux, comme les enfants “ at dessert,” 
on va mieux, et les pretres derridre Las Aloula ne me regardent pas avec la meme 
animosity. Las Aloula m’a dit que quoique le Loi a interdit a ses gens de fumer, 
je puis fumer, mais j’ai pensd que c’ctait mieux de s’abstenir. Las Aloula m’ayant 
parld comme si j’dtais Anglais, je rdpudie le “ soft impeachment.” Aprds quelque 
temps je me suis retird, et ayant sorti de mon campementle soir, j’etais pohment invitd 
de revenir chez moi. Las Aloula a voulu mettre mon camp en has de sa montagne, 
mais j’ai refusd, disant que si j’dtais prid de venir le voir, et do monter cette montagne 
(une fois dans la vie dtant assez) je serais dans une si mauvaisc humeur que rien peut dtre 
d’accord entre nous ; sur ca il a cede. Entrde chez lui, je lui dcrivis ime note, dans 
laquelle je lui ai dit, que venant comme Gouverneur du Soudan, je ne puis parler 
qu’en Arabe, que j’ai nullement la personne, dans ma prdsente position, d’un Anglais, 
et j’ai ajoute que demain il faut que j’apporte ma chaise, et que Buzata Bey aussi 
sera permis de s’asseoir. 

Ce matin, 18 Septembrc, je lui ai envoyd une lettre, dans laquelle je lui ai dit 
qu’auparavant Cairo et Abyssinic etaient amis, et quelles dtaient les plaintes d’Abys- 
sinie contre l’Egvpte, &c. Las Aloula m’a invitd de venir chez lui. Ayant arrivd, 
avec ma chaise, il a dtd plus bicnveillant; mais quand je lui ai demandd quelles dtaient 
les plaintes d’Abyssinie, il a repondu dans des terrnes vagues. Alors je lui dis, 
“ Voudrez-vous que je vous les disc.” Alors j’ai rdpdtd ce que j’ai entendu dtaient 
les plaintes d’Abyssinie, e’est-a-dire, “le vol du terrain Abyssinien,” l’obstruction mis a 
l’introduction des armes a Massowah ; alors il etait trds-heureux, et, pour couper court 
une grande lettre, j’ai vu que si l’Egypte permet 1’importation des annes au Loi, il ne 
possessera pas la cession, ou plutdt la retrocession de la terre volde. Mais il m’a dit il 
faut que j’irai voir le Loi, car il ne peut pas decider la question; alors je lui ai dit 
que j’irai s’il me permettra de ne pas faire la guerre pour quatre mois ; il m’a promis 
cela, et je pars demain pour voir le Loi. Jclui ai prid d’dcrire au Loi; j’ai la conviction 
que le Loi ne parlera pas de la i*dtrocession de la terre volde, si on lui permette 
l’importation des armes, et si le Khedive lui donne un bon cadeau. 

J’dtais trompd en pensant que Martucci a poussd le Loi contre l’Egypte, et j’ai 
demandd pardon du Consul-Gdneral d’ltalie, it qui j’avais dcris dans une man hire forte 
sur cette affaire. » J 

J’ai telegraphic au Khedive pour le dire que j’irai chez Johannes, mais je partirai 
tout de suite. 

J’ai donne des contre-ordres a tous les mouvements militaires, que j’dtais force do 
faire, et tout le pays sera tranquille. 

De ce que je vois 1’Abyssinic ne veut pas la guerre plus quo l’Egypte. 

(Signd) C. G. GOLDON. I 

Gura, le 18 Septembrc, 1879. 
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No. 37. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received October 18.) 

(No. 541. Political. Confidential.) 

My Lord, ' Cairo, October 5, 1879. 

WITH reference to my preceding despatch, I have the honour to inclose an 
extract from a private letter which I have received from Gordon Pasha pointing out 
that if a port on the Led Sea were to be given to King John, there would be a great 
fish of his conceding it to French or Italian adventurers, and thus making it, although 
111 name Abyssinian, in reality a French or Italian port. 

Gordon Paslia also states that King John has never asked for a port, and that 
before he could obtain one it would be necessary for him to conquer the Mussulman 
tribes who do not recognize his sway, and only partially that of Egypt. Gordon Pasha 
of opinion that there would be no difficulty in a fair Treaty being made between 
Egypt and Abyssinia for exports and imports, and considers it necessary, if Egypt is to 
hold the coast between Massowah and Tajurali, to allow export duties to be levied on 
sheep and cattle at Berberah. He also thinks it necessary that English officials 
should be appointed at Zeila and Berberah, who should be under the orders of the 
Lesident at Aden. 

The remaining portion of Gordon Pasha’s letter refers principally to the action 
which it might have been necessary to take if he had been unsuccessful in his inter- 
Dew with Las Alulah, and was of an earlier date than the telegrams which I had the 
honour to inclose in my despatch No. 524 of the 25th ultimo, in which he announced 
that lie was confident of coming to a satisfactory arrangement with King John, and 
^pressed liis regret at haring accused M. Martucci of being the cause of the ill-feelin 
towards Egypt on the part of King John. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) FLANK C. LASCELLES. 
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Inclosure in No. 37. 
Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 


(Extract.) En route to Massowah, September 2, 1879. 

REMEMBER that if in the course of circumstances a port is coded to Johannes 
(which to my knowledge he has never asked for), there is a great risk ol Ids conceding 
this port to a set of adventurers, French or Italian, and thus it will only be a French 
* )r Italian port, under the name of an Abyssinian port, several adventurers have gone 
to Johannes to persuade him to demand a port and to concede it to them ; but hitherto 
•Johannes has not listened to them. 

Further than this, the whole coast from Massowah to Tajurali is peopled with 
Mussulman tribes who do not recognize Johannes’ sway; these he would have to 
conquer ere he could get to his port: they only partially acknowledge the sway of the 

Egyptians. 

I have told you already that Aboubekr Pasha, of Zeila, near Berberah, is a French 
s ubject; he is a notorious intriguer, and I have urged His Highness the Khedive to 
)’oniove him and his family to Hodidaya. There could be no difficulty in arranging 
f 0p Johannes to name a Consul at Massowah, and a fair Treaty for exports and 
onports, with a limited importation of arms and powder, could not be refused by 

Egypt. 


Wylde’s letter says: “ That Her Majesty's Government will urge Turkey to 

compel Egypt to annex the coast from Massowah to Tajurali, in order to prevent 

French or I talian settlements.” If so, Egypt will have to occupy Eidd, 14 s north 

altitude, and Bulool, 13° north latitude, with a company each, it will be no trouble; 

)u t I have told His Highness if England wishes this, she, England, must let the 

custom-house at Berbereh take 2 piastres each sheep, and 4 piastres each bullock, 

exportation dues on sheep and bullocks leaving Berberah. 

It is absolutely necessary England should put, at Zeila and Berberah, two petty 

officials at 120/. a-year to watch what goes on; these officials to be under the Lesident 
** Aden. mV' 


The French tried once to occupy Oliak, an isle near Tajurali; the Egyptians 
U aimed them off; vide Egvptiau Foreign Office. The Italians (adventurers') occupied 
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Eidd. Ismail the incurable bought them out. We now have a party of twenty 
soldiers at Annesley Bay, which Egypt says is hers. Bogos or Senheit was originally 
Turkish, not Abyssinian; then it became Abyssinian, thus and now Egyptian. So 
Johannes has not a clear right to it. Near Bogos or Senheit is the Bazea, or Bazi 
country, which did not acknowledge Egypt, or Abyssinia till Egypt took it, on the 
death (murder) of a Mr. Powell, an Englishman, after the Abyssinian war. England 
asked Ismail to avenge it, such he did by annexing it. Johannes complained of 
Ismail’s interfering, though Johannes would do nothing; this Bazi country is now one 
of those Johannes wants back. 

Galabat Avas Abyssinian. Natives of Darfour occxipied it (Tokrookis they are 
called). Theodore tried to retake it and was defeated; this was before Theodore’s war 
Avitli the English. 

Massowah, September 6, 1879.—I arrived here at 2 p.m. Went to see French 
Consul. He says the Abyssinians have occupied all the Bogos country except the 
rayon around the fort of Keren; that Johannes says smoking is abominable, and cuts 
oil' the hand and foot of any one aa-1io is detected smoking, and that he is determined 
to prevent any culture of tobacco by the French colonists of Senheit. 

If this is true, it is no longer a question of ceding Bogos but of retaking it, and 
so I have telegraphed to His Highness. I have written to Aloulah to tell him why I 
had come, i.e., to announce His Highness’ accession and to arrange matters, asking 
liim to tell Johannes, and, if he has full powers to treat, to meet me on frontier (they say 
he has full powers). The French Consul, a good man, says his Government have 
written to him, i.e., telegraphed to him, “ to lend me officious aid, but not in any way 
to engage them, the French Government, to anything.” The French Consul himself 
says this is shabby of them. I do not care one jot. I shall make MassoAvah defen¬ 
sible, and then go at Johannes, if I fail with Aloulah, with all my might. Already 
the frontier tribes have sent their families and flocks into the interior, and I, i.e., Egypt, 
can lose nothing in caso of an invasion. If I fail Avith Aloulah I shall vacate Senheit 
and retire on Casala, but once I do that I shall not be quiet, but will work up 
Johannes’ enemies till he is disposed of. The French Consul tells me that after the 
second visit of Hatteucci to Johannes he beat his drums and proclaimed a war to 
English, French, and Egyptians. Matteucci’s object Avas well known, i.e., to get a port 
for Johannes which, under his name, would be an Italian port. A certain Greek 
Consul, Nurzikas, late of Suez, is now with Johannes, trying to get Johannes to take 
a Greek Aboona, instead of a Coptic Aboona from Cairo. All these troubles we owe 
to the employment of Munzinger by the “ Incurable Ismail,” and so the new Khedive 
can Avell say Ave Avan t no more than absolutely necessary of Europeans. 

September 9.—I feel quite sure that, oxving to the alliance between the French 
Mission at Senheit and the French Consul here that any common action between our 
Consul and theirs (the French) is impossible beyond this, I fear that the French 
Mission, avIio have every moti\'e to keep friends with the Abyssinians, if once we leaA'e 
Bogos, will keep the Abyssinians well informed of all that goes on; in fact it will be 
only on that agreement the Abyssinians will allow the Mission to stay ; the Mission 
knoAV well that Egypt can never retaliate on them, let them act as they will. In fact 
the whole alfair is a very mixed one, and likely to be a A T ery troublesome job. If xve 
evacuate, “ a cause de force majeure,” the Bogos and the Abyssinians attack us, of 
course all correspondence must cease between the Mission at Senheit in the enemies 
territory and the French Consul here. Here is a bone of contention pretty grave. 

September 11.—Last night Ave heard that Met five, the son of Walaa-cl-Michael, 
who was with the King Johannes, had been killed by Ras Barim’s son. You must 
knoAV that in April or May last year Walad-el-Michael passed out of the Egyptian 
territory against my advance, and fought Has Barim and killed him; uoav the son of 
Has Barim has avenged his father’s death on the son of Walad-el-Michael. Aloulah, 
hearing of this, and fearing the father, Walad-el-Michael, might turn on him, has 
imprisoned Walad-el-Michael and all his Chiefs; thus the troops of Abyssinia xvho 
are in Bogos are in an odd position, for their Chief is prisoner of Aloulah. 

I leave this evening for Gura, the head-quarters of Ras Aloulah: if he will not 
receive my messenger I shall return and go to Senheit. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 
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No. 38. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr . Loseelies. 

(No. 29. Slave Trade.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, October 23, 1879. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 541, Confidential, Political, of the 5th 
5tli instant, I inclose, for your information, a translation of the letter addressed by 
Bang John of Abyssinia to the Queen. 

I also inclose translations of letters addressed by King Menelek of Shoa to Her 

Majesty and to the British Resident at Aden. 

It will be desirable that the Egyptian Government and Gordon Pasha should he 
made acquainted Avitli this correspondence, and I must leaA'e it to you to make the 
necessary communication in such manner as you may deem expedient, and I should be 
glad to learn Gordon Pasha’s views in regard to the desire expressed by King John 
and by King Menelek that free communication between their territories and the sea 

should be allowed by the Egyptian authorities. 

I would observe, with reference to this matter, that it will be almost impossible 

for the Egyptian Government to maintain friendly relations with Abyssinia unless 
greater facilities than have hitherto existed are allowed to the Abyssinians for commu¬ 
nicating Avith the outer world. It is understood that King John’s recent hostile 

demonstrations against Egypt have been directed to this object. 

Hostilities betAveen Egypt and Abyssinia must, under any circumstances, entail 
heavy expenses, which Egypt, in the present state of her finances, is not in a position 
to bear; and the result of the last war would not justify the Egyptian Government in 

counting with confidence upon a successful issue. 

It is on every account, therefore, most desirable that satisfactory arrangements 

should be come to by the Egyptian GoA'crnment both with King John and King 
Menelek in regard to the fut ure communications between their territories and i he sca- 

coast. 

It cannot, however, be expected that the Egyptian Government will accede 

unreservedly to the demand for libertv to import munitions of war. 

* I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 39. 

Mr. Lascelles to the Marquis of Salisbury.— (Received November 1.) 

(No. 569. Political.) « . « , * 

My Lord, Cairo, October 25, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose two papers, addressed to Miss Go 1 don, which 1 
have received under Hying seal from Gordon Pasha, with the request that after 

perusal they might be forwarded to tlieir destination. 

I have not had time to do more than read these papers 'very hurriedly, nut your 
Lordship will perceive that, although Gordon Pasha had not yet had an interview with 
King John, he was confident of being able to conclude matters satisfactorily, and that 
he believed .King John did not desire to obtain possession of a seaport, and that all 
that His Majesty demanded was that freedom of communication with Egypt and 
Europe should he secured to him, and permission to import arms and ammunition into 

Abyssinia. 

* & * i "V ! ” j pHti ir | BE ■ * njf iflu JT 

(Signed) ’ FRANK 0. LASCELLES. 
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In closure in No. 39. 

Abyssinia. 1877*79 .—Continuation No. 3. 


Notes taken on Road from King's Interpreter , fyc. 

THE King never received regular tribute from Bogos. 

The King never has desired, nor does he desire, a port; he wants to import freely 
such arms and ammunition as he may want, via Massowah; the King wants an 
Abyssinian Consul at Massowah, and free communication by post with Europe and 

Egypt- 

The King would readily give up Bogos if Egypt would drive out the Erench 
Mission. He is “ enter’d ” against B-oman Catholics. 

The King has not finished with Menelek, but means to crush him; he is furious 
at the Italian Mission there. 

The Abyssinian advance guard defeated the Egyptian army at Gura ; the fight 
only lasted one hour; the Egyptians threw down their arms; the Abyssinians attacked 
the fort the next day and got defeated; the fight at Gondet, where only 1,500 black 

troops were engaged, was much more severe; it lasted three hours, the black troops 
would not surrender. 

Prince Hassan the day after the fight promised to come to see the King; the 

King prepared greatly to receive him, but His Highness left for Massowah during the 
night. 

The King would be furious if the ports of Belool and Eidd were occupied by 

Egypt, for the Powers which hold these ports are the masters of the Danakli, who 
are tributaries of the King. 

The King lias a son 13 years of age. The King is quite sure England is his 
friend, and will never let Alamayou come back. 

The King wants the Aboona from Cairo. The Greek Consul, Metzilkas, of Suez, 
is said to have gone to the King to try and persuade him to take a fresh Aboona. 


Short Account of the Proceedings of Egypt vis-d-vis to Abyssinia since the English 

Expedition. 

\\ hen Lord Napier marched on Magdala the present King Johannes marched on 
Adowa, and subdued the Tigre country to his rule. On the departure of Lord Napier 

country. 



during this confusion, into the Bogos country, and established themselves there. 
Munzinger visited them, married a woman of low repute, but of good family, of that 
country, and, together with the French Bishop, an Italian named Marquis Antinori, 
had some idea of proclaiming it French territory, or under French protection. About 
this tune Goubassie, having collected a large force, marched in revolt against Johannes, 
and was defeated, taken prisoner at Adowa. Johannes put his eyes out, and after 
the rains marched on Amhara, and subdued it. lias Ada, of Godjam, gave in his 
submission. M unzinger, finding he could not induce France to join in any of bis 

plans, left the Consulate, and became Governor of Massowah, and then put a fort at 
Keren, in Bogos. 

Ras \\ alad-el-Michael, the Governor of I la may cm, was then in prison by 
Johannes’ orders. Johannes was at Adowah, on his return from Amhara, when lie 
heard ol the annexation of Bogos; he was angry, but being friend to the Khedive, he 
remained quiet, writing letters to the Khedive. Munzinger was called to Cairo, and 
some say he was indiscreet, and mentioned his intention of getting a slice of Abyssinia 
and being independent. However it was, the ex-Khedive sent Arakol Bey to Masso¬ 
wah as Governor, and sent Munzinger to Tajurah. 

The ex-Khedive, however, was disposed to covet bis neighbour's laud, and sent 
orders to Munzinger to march on the Danakli from Tajurah, and Arakol Bey, with 
Arendrup, to march from Bogos to Gondet. Johannes remained quiet at Adowa, and 
Arakol Bey at Gondet. Arakol Bey wrote and asked for the Egyptian frontier to be 
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the Mareb River; Johannes temporized, and Arakol, or rather his advanced guard, 
Arendrup Bey, made a move on Gondet. Then Johannes attacked them; the troops 
were black and fought desperately, though taken at a disadvantage and surprised. 
Johannes defeated them after four hours’ severe fighting, in which he lost heavily; 
but he then stayed quiet, writing to Khedive Ismail, to protest. The expedition of 
Munzinger, through the treachery of a Danakli Chief, was defeated near Lake Aoussa, 
four days from Tajurah, nearly the same day (November 1875). 

Then the ex-Khedive and his people, having got the 4,000,000/. from the British 
Government, and knowing that fishing in troubled waters was profitable, and in spite 
of the scarcely finished campaign in Darfour, sent Ratib Pasha, Loring Pasha, an 
American, and his son Hassan, with a large force of whites, to Massowah. No black 
hoops went with this expedition; the Soudan did not move, they advanced to Kva 
Khor, and mounted the Abyssinian plateau. Johannes- with his army was on their 
flank, at Hamayem. The Egyptians made two forts on the plateau, at A and B. 

The forts were strong, and armed with cannon; the troops were camped outside 
them in tents. In fort B were Prince Hassan, Ratib Pasha, Loring, and the Americans. 
Johannes, who was at C, marched direct on them, and at 10 a.m., March 1876, came 
in sight. The Abyssinians marched right between the forts A and B. Ratib Pasha 
said, “ Stay in the forts.” Loring Pasha (American) said “ No, march out on them; 
you are afraid.” Ratib Pasha then marched out from fort B with his artillery, &c., 
leaving the tents standing round the fort, and leaving Ali Bey in the fort B. the 
Abyssinians, amazed at tlieir leaving the fort B, let them come down, and then dashed 
in on them. The Egyptians at once broke, and in three-quarters of an hour the affair 
Was over. The King’s main force never came into action. The Abyssinians w ent up 
Against fort B, plundered the tents around the fort B, were just going to assault it, 
when the King, tliinking enough was done, beat the great drum of recall, and the 
Abyssinians retired to the water near there. Some 25 cannon, 9,000 to 10,000 
Remingtons, tents, prisoners, &c., were taken. Ratib, Loring, Prince Hassan, escaped 
into the woods, and went to fort. A at night. Osman Pasha, who was in fort A, wisely 
stayed in it, and only fired artillery on the Abyssinians. The next day the Abyssinians 
attacked fort B, which had been reinforced, and though they got up to the ditch could 
not take it, for it had been reinforced. A bead writer of Hassan Pasha had been 
taken ; King Johannes, who saw he could not take forts, let him go. Prince Hassan 
then wrote to the King to say “he would come and see him.” The King prepared a 
great place for him, but that night the Prince escaped to Massowah, being recalled by 
his father (the telegraph had been made from Massowah to fort A). The King then 
left the neighbourhood of the Egyptian forts, and camped three-quarter day distance 
in the Hamayem at D; then Ali Bey went to him, and negotiations began, which 
Glided in a truce being concluded, and the King haring sent Ambassadors to the 
Khedive,* of whom more anou, then, in June, the Egyptians left unmolested the forts, 
and retired to Massowah. Now note this portion. Just before the light at the fort B 
one of Johannes’ Generals, Walad-el-Micliael, who belorc the tight at Gondet had 
been a prisoner for treachery, had been released. TV adenkal had fought at Gondet, 
but the King doubting him, took the Remingtons he had taken from Aiakol Bey 
(nephew of Nubar Pasha) from him ; this made TV adenkal angry, and he deserted to 
Ratib Pasha, who gave him 700 Remingtons. After the fight at fort 1 VV adenkal 

Went into Bogos. ,, , . , ... , 

Well (see *) the King sent Ambassadors to the Khedive, who had written orders 

to give up namacem if he would abandon Wadenkal. Now the Khedive could not 
Well do this, so he did not see the Ambassadors ; the Cairo petty officials bulbed them, 
and they fled iu December 1876 to the English Consul-General. then the Khedive 

J _ _ _ . . .... r • . i i i rrvL~ — 



territory. Then I was made Governor-General, and came, in February 1877, to 
Massowah (vide the other paper sent previously). The King, quiet on the score of 
Wadenkal, then went to Slioa to subdue King Menelek; this he only partially has 
done, Wadenkal having become more and more hostile, and my haring told the 
King I could no longer answer for him. 

The Abyssinians took immense plunder at Gura; 30/. in gold was sold for 
■HT ■ Fifty Remington cartridges went 

.. ^ _ ^ took. Had the King been 

pleased be could have cut. off the retreat of the Egyptians altogether, but they amused 
him with negotiations till they got out of the country; and then the ex-Khedive, 
having retired his army, and being bothered as to how to decently abandon TV adenkal, 

" ri‘J 07 l * v M 


The Abyssinians took umuuuao piumci a* uum 
4 dollars ; they thought the sovereigns were brass. Fift 
for 1 dollar. The King sent, back all the prisoners he 
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cared no more about the matter, and would not see the Ambassadors. The 4,000,000/. 
was spent! and so His Highness then gave me the 'VVadenkal-Johannes question, the 
revolt which broke out in Darfour in February 1877, and the slave-dealers’ revolt, to 
deal with, while he devoted his attention to operations against Messrs. Goschen and 
Joubert. J ... i -Jac i- 

Now for the moral; what an immense deal of expense, bloodshed, and misery 
would have been saved, both to Abyssinia and Egypt, had Her Majesty’s Government 
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matter 


short at once. 


Near Adowa, September 23, 1879. 


(Signed) 


C. G. GORDON. 


P.S.—King Johannes has issued an Edict that if any of his subjects are found 
smoking they shall lose hand and foot. I mean to ask him, as a favour to me, to 
cancel this order. I am allowed to smoke now, by special order. 

C. G. G. 


Abyssinia: 1877-79 .—Continuation No. 4. 


When Munzinger was French Consul, and afterwards Governor of Massowah, 
he had about him a lot of the escaped captives of Theodore, who were released by 
Lord Napier, and whose continued captivity, had it continued, would, in my opinion, 
have been no loss to the world (an opinion, I believe, shared in by Lord Napier). With 
these men was a “Marquis Antinori,” an Italian. He it was who, in 1875, started 
with another Italian, Martino, for Slioa, where there was an Italian Mission. (Menelek, 
the present Kin g of Slioa, was a captive at Magdala when the British came, and 
escaped in the confusion, and was recognized King by the Slioaites.) 

Antinori went to Zeila, and then started for Shoa. He did not backsheesh 
Abou Bur Pasha, of Zeila, enough ; so I expect tliis man, Abou Bur Pasha, who has 
intimate relations with the Eesa Somali and Danakli, plundered the caravan. Of 
course Italy said Egypt had done it— i.e., egged on the plunder; of course an Italian 
gun-boat went down; and I dare say His Highness had to pay compensation, if the 
general course of action was followed. Abou Bur then saw it was good policy to be 
friends with Antinori and Co., for all the slaves which are sliipped—or, rather, were 
shipped—at Tajurali came to him and his family. No slaves can come from any 
place north of the 9th degree. Bear tliis in mind; and imderstand, any slaves 
which are shipped from Eidd, Belool, or Tajurali must be slaves coming from 
countries south of the 9tli degree. These slaves come through Shoa and Abyssinia, 
and Egypt is not responsible, except when they are shipped from her port of 
Tajurah. While on the subject, I may add Abou Bur and family are great rascals, 
and carry on all sorts of intrigues with Shoa, the Danakli, and Somali, and with 
Ali Bey Hassan, of the house of Coowajee, of Aden (Ali Bey Ilassan lives in Aden). 
I tried hard with Ismail, the ex-Kliedive, to let me seize all the Abou Bur brood, and 
ship them to Mocha or Hodaida, but Ismail never would let me. However, when I 
saw the new Khedive he told me Abou Bur had been to him with a heap of complaints 
against me, and that His Highness had said to him, “ I know you, Abou Bur; you are 
a bad man. You used to send my father presents of slaves, &c., &c., and you 
think I am like my father; but you are mistaken. Take care of yourself.” His 
Highness told me he would arrange with me when I came back from King Johannes. 

Well, to go baek to Antinori. Abou Bur made friends with him and his party, and 
since then, continually, Martino, Antinori’s aide-de-camp, comes and goes to Italy 
from Slioa. (The Resident at Aden spoke to me about some arms which Martino, 
or perhaps Ali Bey Hassan, of Aden, had wished to pass over to Zeila for Shoa, and 
which he had seized. This was in March 1878. I do not know what he, the Resident, 
did. I must say the people of Her Majesty’s Government arc strangely ignorant and 
careless of what goes on on the opposite coast. They ought to have an Agent at 
Berbereli and Zeila, to watch events.) Only four months ago Martino went up to 
Shoa, with a large caravan. Now for the point of my remarks vis-a-vis Egypt: If 
Johannes, who claims Shoa as his tributary, hears this, he will declare Egypt is arming 
Shoa against him, and there will be trouble. Vide “ Times,” August (i, 1879, when 
the Anti-Slave Society’s secretary publishes a letter from Menelek, written, I expect, 
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by Antinori and Co., saying, “ Egypt refuses to let arms and agricultural implements (!) 
enter his country.” See vol. xxi, Nos. 6, 7, and 8, of Anti-Slave Society Papers 
(Foreign Office ought to take in this paper) for more about Menelek and Johannes and 
the Missions (?). 

Leaving Antinori at Shoa, with a desire to arm Menelek, and by his aid to push 
on to Kufa, a large emporium in the south—latitude 7° or C° north—with Martino 
importing arms, and merely stating what I think would remedy the affair, viz., 
establish Agents at Zeila and Berbereh, with orders to look after Tajurali—leave me 
to get His Highness to remove Abou Bur and his family, to recognize Menelek as 
King John’s tributary, and therefore bound not to send or allow importation of arms, 
and turn to the expedition, in January 1878, of Matteucci to Fadassi. Matteucci 
went to Fadassi, but I had blocked his way by ordering that ,£ no one w as to raise troops 
among His Highness’ subjects without permission.” Matteucci had come with that 
object, for he had lots of arms with him to arm his hoped-for recruits; but it was no 
good, so back he came to Italy. Had he had 50 men he could have gone from 
Fadassi and met Antinori south of the Abyssinian territory. The arrangement was 
for him to go to Fadassi and push south to meet Antinori, who w T as to advance from 
Shoa. I knew very well that King John would lay it all down to me, for he is very 
sensitive about having the only exit of Ills country cut off. Vide the map. He 
cannot help feeling Harrar and Fadassi may join hands. 

Well, Matteucci w r ent back to Italy, and then comes the “ Espedizione Commerciale 
dell’ Italia ” to King John. When at Debra Tabor, Matteucci has a violent wish to go 
to God jam— vide map. King John lets him go, and then he goes back to Italy, 
leaving an agent with the King and auother in Massowah. What the King will say 
when he sees the map, of which I shall give him a copy, I do not know; but I think 
I would not like to invest any money in the Espedizione Commerciale. Matteucci 
has got into trouble with his committee and quarrelled with his fellow-travellers. He 
told an easily-detected “ corker;” writing from Massowah, lie describes Annesley Bay, 
Zeila, &c., and dates his letter “Zeila,” when he had never left Massowah. The 
committee in Milan published it and it was sent to Massowah, and then Matteucci 
was detected. 

Now look at the map, and note well that John does not wish a port. He has 
been credited with having done so; his interpreter says he would not have one it he 
could, for with a port he would have adventurers ; he only wants to import so many 
guns and ammunition. But King John would be very angry if Egypt took Eidd and 
Belool, for the Danakli acknowledge him; and as all the grain for the Danakli comes 
from abroad, any one taking those ports would be masters of the Danakli. I feel sure 
Johannes will promise never to encourage Europeans to occupy any port if Egypt 
will agree, on her side, to prevent any annexation. Some years ago some Italians 
settled at Eidd, and the ex-Khedive turned them out—of course paying some nice sum 
as compensation! I shall try and get Egypt and Abyssinia to make Articles in the 
hoped-for Treaty by which they will bind themselves to oppose all settlements on the 

coast between Massowah and Tajurah. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 

Near Adowa, September 23 , 1879 . 
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No. 40. 


Memorandum by Mr. Wylde an Relations tetween Egypt and Abyss,ma. 

THESE memoranda ty^ond Gorton* waifere, 

SeSaTy ^mined aml and Abyssinia since 1875 

>„ £-. ^iasa&TJsAi j-tasyfisj ?s& 

This Chief, during the Emperor Napoeonsi retgn. ^ .Tolionnes, and on 

tthutary’s ’treason, he seised Walad-el- 

Michael and imprisoned him for .^LSTtlmVMnnzmger Bey, who was employed as 

wards 1 became French Consul and then Gove, nor M) ^ ^ resultcd to , he 
Government to organize an e. p . ‘ , .] Hamacem and Bogos territories. 

With the view to make J Hereditary Chief of the Hamacem and Bogos 

■Michael from prison on his promise, to Vht the Egyptians. This promise 

countries, to use his influence m , » tbt tbe Egyptians, under Arakol Bey, were 

defeated at Grundet, and a cons^rable^ ^ defeat of the Egyptians, took from 

Whilst these events were takinga snmller expedition to the 
had been removed from Massowah to fajura ^ defeat, himself and his whole 

southward, but he. like Ara > j oha nnes r first victory over the Egyptians lie 

expedition being destroyed. Alt o ^ the yiew to come to terms with the 

sent Envoys to the Hhedive ^ were treated contemptuously by the Egyptian 

late Khedive, after his first defeat by the £ 7 ^ ^ large sca le against Abyssinia, 
which was placed under the command of ^ same fate as the 

European and American officers, >u ; - - s who captured all their artillery, 

first, being signally defeated by the Ab> * wh ; le of the Egyptian army prisoners. 

military chest, and stores, and m:u c w^een Turkey and Russia broke out, and 
This was in 1876, when the wax for tbc defence of Turkey. 

consequently all the available ^ptians being able to avenge their second 

On Gordon Pash a being appomted t ^ ^ becn go far successful that no 
establish friendly relations with Km •! t ’ the Egyptians and Abyssmians since 

Gordon Pasha’s appomtment but Walad e ^ stated, lie had joined he 

account. On the defeat of the Egyptian. Jd hirnsC lf aloof with a considerable 

retired irom the mimediatc scene ot action, ■ ^ Gordou to disarm and, in the 

number of troops well armed. Be was » might have been of considerable 

use to him bacl Kfa>g .to ta %£* *• 2 « MoncUy term, 
E WI>!‘ anS . end (bis was rather difficult to attain -hen hewas Aeterms 


a renegade »l of the King’s, who was drfcated a considerable 

feme i Abyssinians, eaptnml the totm - ^ ^ ^ ^ of 

0c ,;Jr N " 0 . JXf*otK™'.. b ^O c S S, »d No. ass of Ora.be, », .879. 
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No. 40*. 

€ 

Consul Zohrab to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 11, 515 p.m.) 

9 

(Telegraphic.) Suez, November 11, 1879. 

RECEIVED from Gordon Pasha following telegram, dated Abyssinia, the 29th 
October:— 

“Expect my arrival at Souakiu after forty days. If convenient, ask your 
Government's permission to accompany me to Cairo to discuss Slave question, as new 
regulation and what has been done is illegal.” 

Await your Lordship’s instructions. 








Gordon and King John were powerless to restrain this Chief, and from the latest 
accounts from Colonel Gordon it would seem that both he and King John had come 
to an understanding that AValad should be considered as a common enemy and 

captured if possible. 

Colonel Gordon’s narrative, dated the 11th September, reports that Walad-el- 
Michael had been entrapped and taken prisoner by Ras Aloula, King John’s General, 
&nd his son slain, but Mr. Wylde’s letter, dated 22nd September, throws some doubt on 
the truth of the reports that had reached Colonel Gordon on this subject. A few days 
or weeks at the outside wall, however, set these doubts at rest. In the meanwhile, 
the present condition of affairs between Egypt and Abyssinia may be stated succinctly 
as follows:— 

The Abyssinians have an army variously stated as from 30,000 to 40,000 men 
encamped at a distance of between three and four days’ march from Massowah. 
They have repossessed themselves of the greater portion of the Hamaeem and Bogos 
territories recently occupied by the Egyptians, and, in fact, there is nothing to prevent 
them coming down to the coast and blockading Massowah. Gordon Pasha has gone 
np to interview King Johannes with the view, if possible, to conclude a satisfactory 
Treaty of Peace. Colonel Gordon is willing, as one of the terms of an arrangement, 
to allow King John to receive supplies of arms and ammunition through Massowah, 
this, it is understood, being one of the sine qud von terms of the King. Colonel 
Gordon is also willing to give up the Ilamacem and Bogos territories recently occupied 
by the Egyptians, but the instructions Gordon has received from Cairo it is said 
preclude liis surrendering any portions of the Egyptian territories, and these recently 
Required territories are considered at Cairo as Egyptian. It is not a question now, 
however, of giving up, but of reconquering the territories in question, and the 
-Egyptian Government must, therefore, deal with the state of things now existing. It 
^°uld be useless at the present moment, when Gordon Pasha is actually negotiating 
probably has either come to terms or has broken with Johannes, to attempt here to 
deal further with the existing state of the relations between the Egyptians and the 
Abyssinians; but there are one or two points which might be usefully borne in mind, 
&nd the first is that King John up to the present time has not been desirous of 
obtaining a port on the coast, and if he does so now it will in all probability be on 
account of his having been advised by the Agents of other European Powers to demand 
one. All that the King has hitherto wanted has been free access to the coast and to 
c allowed to import arms, ammunition, and merchandize on paying reasonable duties. 
Tile second point on which it would appear that Johannes Lays considerable stress 
J? that the ports of Eidd and Belool, in the Danakli country, should not be occupied by 
the Egyptians, as Abyssinia claims this country as a tributary, and whoever holds 
these ports is practically master of the country, as it is through the ports in question 
hat the country is chiefly fed. I may here add that the Danakli country has never 
been conquered either by the Turks, Egyptians, or Abyssinians. The country extends 
0r a considerable distance along the shores of the Red Sea, and is occupied by a 
anatical Mussulman population who are great slave-dealers. Colonel Gordon says he 
could occupy the ports above mentioned, but that to cover the expense of occupying 
hose and other ports he must be allowed to levy certain duties at Berberah and 
Tajurah, which he is now, by the recent Treaty between England and Egypt, precluded 
trom doing. 

. A third point should also be mentioned on which King John is very tenacious, 

the dealings of Europeans with Menelek, King of Slioa, whom he claims as a 

Vassal. 

He defeated Menelek severely last year and, I believe, took him prisoner, but 
f ostored him to liberty when difficulties arose in other portions of his dominions. 

„ He is therefore very anxious that supplies of warlike stores should not reach him 

the coast, and that he should not be treated as an independent Prince. All these 
Points, however, w ill doubtless be touched upon in Gordon Pasha’s negotiations with 
f^ng John, and we must wait and see the result of these negotiations before coming 
0 a final decision in regard to our Red Sea policy. 

W. H. TV. 

November 11, 1879. 
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No. 41. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Consul West. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, November 15, 1879. 

INFORM Consul Zohrab in reply to his telegram of the 11th instant that he may 
go to meet Gordon when he hears of his arrival at Souakin or Suez. 

It is not certain that Gordon will return at present. 



No. 43. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 19.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, November 18, 1879, night. 

FOLLOWING telegram has been received in Arabic from Gordon Pasha, dated 
Kalabat, the 12th November:— 

“ It is impossible to settle anything with King John, and from what I have 
learnt about him he considers himself all-powerful. His present state is similar to 
that of King Theodore towards the latter end of his reign. As there are many British 
subjects, &c., at Massowah, it is advisable that you should instruct one of Her 
Majesty’s ships at Aden to take her station near Massowah. The King, before granting 
me an* audience, gave such orders on his frontier as would enhance the enmity 
pxistinsr between him and the Egyptian Government.” 


No. 44. 

Sir J. Pauncefote to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 

(Secret and Confidential.) . ] 

gjj Foreign Office , November 19, 1879. 

WITH reference to my letters of the 29th August and 27tli September, on the 
subject of the threatening attitude of Abyssinia towards Egypt, I am directed by the 
Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you confidentially, to be laid before the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, a copy of a telegram from Her Majesty s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt,* from which it appears that Gordon Pasha has now reason 
to be dissatisfied with the proceedings of King John, and that, in view of the protec¬ 
tion of British subjects at Massowah, he renews his former application for a British 

ship of war. 

I am to request, therefore, that you will move their Lordships to consider the 

proper steps to be taken in this matter. • | 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No. 45. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 21.) 
(Secret.) 

Sir Admiralty, November 20, 1879. 

IN reference to your letter of yesterday, on the subject of the threatening attitude 
of Abyssinia towards Egypt, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, that, in 
compliance with the renewed application of Gordon Pasha, their Lordships have this 
day sent instructions by telegraph to the Commander-in-chief at Bombay, directing 
him to select a ship of war to go to Massowah for the protection of British subjects, in 

conseq uence of the threatening attitude of Abyssinia towards Egypt. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


♦No. 43. 
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No. 46. 


Mr. A. B. Wylde to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22.) 

(Confidential.) 

My Lord, Massowah, October 20, 1879. 

YOU have doubtless been informed by Mr. Zohrab, the Consul at Jeddah, of my 
departure for this port. The reason for my coming here was a telegram from his 
Excellency Gordon Pasha, requesting the presence of the Consul at Jeddah at Massowah, 
and as Mr. Zohrab could not leave his post without authority, and there being some 
doubt as to whether the telegram was intended for him or for me, I left Jeddah by the 
first opportunity, and arrived here on the 20th September. 

On my arrival here, I found Gordon Pasha had left for Gara, to see General Alula, 
in command of the Abyssinian army of the Harnasen, and as this person had 
no orders to treat regarding peace, and had most concise instructions from the 
King, Gordon Pasha had to go on to Debra Tabor to see King Johannes. From his 
departure till anything certain can be heard regarding the negotiations betw r een the 
two countries will be, I am certain, at least ten weeks. 

On my arrival I found the following letters, making lnclosures Nos. 1 to 5, written 
by his Excellency Gordon Pasha; the originals I have forwarded to the Consul-General 
a t Cairo, w T itli the copy of the letter inclosed, Inclosure No. 6. 

I saw r immediately on my arrival here how grave the question had become bet ween 
the two countries, and as every one here, wilfully or not, professed entire ignorance of 
what was going on, and seeing I could get no manner of information from Government 
officials or private persons, and the French Consul also being ignorant of the exact 
state of affairs, I deemed it necessary to write to General Alula, Inclosure No. 7, asking 
him for permission to visit him. 

I disjjatched this letter, and in the meantime, as I know it would be several days 
before I could get an answer back, I started for a small excursion to the plains of 
Guida, just over the present Abyssinian frontier, about 45 miles from here, to see 

Whether I could pick up further information. 

Finding, after five days there, the people and traders that came through from 
Abyssinia by this road ignorant also of what was going on, I returned to Massowah, 
a nd four days after my return I received a letter from General Alula, Inclosure No. 8, 
also a verbal message, saying that he would be very glad to see me as he had most 
important news to communicate to the English Government. 

On the 16th October, after my return from the Harnasen, having no cypher with me, 
I telegraphed through the Government here to the Khedive, asking him to inform the 
Consul-General of what was going on, copy of which makes Inclosure No. 9. I deemed 
it prudent to telegraph, as, although having ridden from the Harnasen with the utmost 
despatch, I arrived here (with only one servant capable of going on, the rest being 
Unfit to proceed on account of fever and sunstroke owing to the great change of 
climate) and just missed the outgoing mail; there will be no opportunity of forwarding 
anything for over a fortnight, and it will be another twelve days after the departure of 
the mail before this despatch can arrive in Cairo, so I trust that I have acted 
judiciously in forwarding the information with as little delay as possible. 

In referring vour lordship to my Confidential despatch, dated Jeddah, 23rd April, 
1877, which I addressed to Her Majesty’s Government after my return from the Bogos 
country, you will see that Gordon Pasha wrote to King John, asking for the armistice 
between the two countries to continue, and proposed certain terms of peace, which to 
my mind then were most humbling to the Abyssinians, who had thoroughly defeated 
the Egyptians; from that time to this, hardly any communications have been 
interchanged, with the exception of a Mission sent tliis spring by Gordon Pasha, 
under Colonel Winstanley, the result of which I do not know, but perhaps your 
Lordship or the Consul-General at Cairo may have been informed of what took place. 

The terms of peace proposed by Gordon Pasha have not been carried out ou the 
part of Egypt, and it has been simply the internal disturbances in Abyssinia that have 
kept King John from bringing forward his grievances before, and showing Egypt 
that this premeditated and unprovoked attack on the country 7 would not be allowed to 
pass without retaliation on the part of Abyssinia. 

Terms Nos. 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, and 8 have not been carried out. No. 3 is immaterial to 
Abyssinia, and No. 5 gives to Egypt the territory that was stolen by Munzingcr, and 
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what General Alula informed me that every able-bodied man in Abyssinia will fight 
for. 


I beg to refer to Inclosure No. 9, the telegram which I sent through the Khedive 
to the Consul-General, for portion of the gist of what General Alula told me in con¬ 
versation, and what I considered there was no harm in letting the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment know. * 

My report of the 23rd April, 1877, has been entirely confirmed by General Alula, 
with the exception that King John ever said that Egypt might keep the Bogos and 
the country they annexed. King John always protested against the continual 
increasing encroachments of Egypt and the ill-treatment of Abyssinians by Egyptian, 
officials, and he thought that either England or France would interfere to prevent a 
Christian nation being annexed by Mahommedans. 

Our Government, I know, since my arrival in the Red Sea five years ago, has not 
been kept advised of what has been going on, and the late French Y ice-Consul at 
Massowah has evidently, for interested motives, withheld what has occurred. He has 
been removed, and a very able and energetic man, M. Raffray, placed in his stead with 
orders to reorganize the Consulate. 

Letters on many occasions, General Alula informed me, have been sent down to 
Massowah to he forwarded to Her Majesty’s Government, and they have been 
destroyed and the messengers ill-treated, so England has been kept entirely in the 
dark regarding what has occurred, and any apparent coldness in relations between the 
two countries on Abyssinia’s part the King cannot he blamed for. 

Judging from the general expressions that I have heard from those I have been 
in contact with in the Hamasen, from Alula downwards, the hatred and wish for 
revenge is most intense. How far Abyssinia has been ill-treated in minor details I 
shall not enter into, as I have no wish to be considered partial to either country, nor 
wish to paint the grievances of a Christian nation in too glowing colours to the 
detriment of Mahommedans; however, there can he no doubt that the treatment of 
the Abyssinians at the hands of Egypt has been a scandal and a disgrace. 

General Alula particularly mentioned these points: continual annexation of their 
territory, stoppage of intercourse with other countries, religious rights denied them by 
the prevention of the Aboona entering Abyssinia, whereby their civil and religious 
customs were nearly at a standstill, and a general treatment such that a Christian 
country could not tolerate. The truth of this I can vouen for, also for other points, 
namely, the ill-treatment of Abyssinian Ambassadors, mutilation of wounded and 
corpses in time of war, and facilities offered to the slave-dealers for making raids on the 


country. 

Your Lordship may remember the individual eases of the imprisonment of the 
Abyssinian Ambassador at Cairo, and that of General Kirkham, at Massowah, 
where he died, the common belief of all Abyssinians being that he was poisoned. 
The mutilation of wounded and corpses is well known, and not denied, by officers in 
the service of Egypt; it was also one cause of complaint from Alula, and when I 
asked him why Egyptian soldiers were unsexed by the Abyssinians, I was told it was 
done in retaliation for the atrocities committed by the enemy on Abyssinians. 

Regarding the raids of Mahommedan slave-dealers on Abyssinia, I do not con¬ 
sider Egypt personally responsible for, hut there cannot be any doubt that she is 
moi ally so, and it is a crying disgrace that Christians at the present date should ho 
captured and taken into slavery, and flint no European Consul has a right to protect 
them, and that their native country can get no redress. 

I cannot sec,-myself, that Abyssinia, if recognized as a Christian country, should 
he on any different footing from others, and it would not be tolerated for one moment 
if Europeans were captured, circumcised, and made Mahommedans of by the subjects 
of the Sublime Forte. ✓ , 

General Alula informed me that he had no orders to treat with Egyptian Repre¬ 
sentatives, that the terms of peace proposed by Gordon Fasha were the same as what 
the Egyptian Envoy formerly proposed after the battle of Gura, and that he had no 
hopes of Gordon Pasha being successful with the King unless he was authorized to 
treat on entirely different terms. What Gordon Pasha says in Inclosure No. I regard¬ 
ing not being empowered to give up any territory, I look upon as a blind, as he wishes 
to finish the negotiations without interference from France and England; Egypt 
cannot claim what does not really belong to her, and not ceded by Treaty; not any 
of the annexations she has made can, therefore, he considered as her own, and I look 
upon the Abyssinian request for the return of her country' as just and fair, with the 
exception of the Habab and the coast south of Arkeeko to Zullaa ; the latter part is 
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entirely Mahommedan, and would give her a sea-coast, a most dangerous acquisition, 

as the country is not in a fit state, nor will be for several years, to manage* a 

seaport and he ready to meet the various and vexed questions of dealing with other 
nations. 


Should she be allowed a seaport, it will serve as a basis for intrigue. Other 
countries, such as Italy and Russia, would only be too glad to commence trading, 
and if their subjects were ill-treated, or perhaps killed, it might lead to the invasion 
°f Abyssinia. They would get a seaport on the Red Sea, and English commerce 
*&iglit be interfered with in time of war. 

On asking the General of the Hamasen if it would he possible to arrange for part 
of the territory taken by Egypt to be ceded for a money payment equivalent to the 
present tribute, he immediately retorted: “ Whether England would be contented if 
Russia annexed part of India and paid her over the revenues ? That they wished 
their country and nothing more.” However, I believe that Egypt, through the 
Medium of the English Government, will be able to save the coast-line intact, part of 
the Mareas, Habab, and the town of Sanheit. Ailet Sabagumba and the lower plateau 
on the first mountain ranges Rom Massowah must he given back, as the majority of 
the cattle from the Hamasen are driven here to feed during the winter rains, other¬ 
wise they would starve during the hot season on the uplands. 

It has been on these people that Egypt, and when they came down to the 
environs of Massowah that the Turks before, levied tribute; and the shepherds, 
chiefly Mahommedans, have paid the tribute in preference to letting their cattle die. 

The population of Sanheit lias entirely changed since the Egyptians have occu¬ 
pied it. There is a respectable and increasing cultivation of tobacco, and a small 
European colony, chiefly French and Greeks, whose occupation would be gone if 
Abyssinia retook the place, as the use and growth of tobacco is entirely forbidden by 
Ring John among his subjects. The use is punishable by heating for the first offence, 
und after that by amputation of lips and nose. Besides the European colony 
there is a large Catholic French Mission, including a Bishop, some eight priests, and 
a dozen nuns. Sanheit is the only good sanatorium in the vicinity of the Soudan. 
£he land north of the road to Sanheit is of little value, and the population small; 
this is also applicable to the road from Sanheit to Cassala. Regarding the claims of 
Abyssinia to the Galabat and Gedariff country I cannot enter into, but to the best of 
m y belief Abyssinia levied tribute on it up to very recently. 

As long as the frontier remains as at present and not laid down properly between 
the two countries disputes will always arise, and the policy of annexation by Egypt 
continue. 


I explained fully to General Alula the responsibilities they would incur by 
having a seaport, and* how easy it would be for Egypt to prevent them establishing 
themselves on the coast, and after a little pressing he told me that in reality Abyssinia 
did not wish one, hut that they wished to import arms and ammunition, and the usual 
j^Unitions of war, that they never claimed the coast, but wished to enforce upon Egypt 
'e necessity of allowing them to trade through Massowah ; this they might be 
flowed to do, Egypt levying the duty and taking a commission lor the expense of 
hoping up their custom-house. 1 also particularly impressed on Alula, and explained 
llu n clause No. 7; told him that England did not allow India and other native 
dependencies to import arms, and it was not the custom to allow arms to pass through 
°He country to another, especially as they might be used against the country through 
Which they were imported, and he then seemed satisfied tbat this point need not be 
pressed when peace was made. 

Waled-cl-Michel, latterly the chief disturber of the peace between the two 
countries, has at last been entirely crushed, his army disarmed and nearly all scattered, 
bis money and property confiscated. He is now in prison, where he is not likely to 
survive many months. 

Egypt, except at great expense and loss of men, was powerless to crush him; he 
was tired of a life of inactivity, as an alien in a foreign country where he was mistrusted 
and feared. He saw his retinue getting smaller every day, so he crossed into the 
Abyssinian territory and asked pardon of King John, which was granted, and he was 
fold to remain in the Hamasen with General Alula. Once having returned to his old 
pountry, he found his followers return to him, and Alula, having heard he was again 
intriguing, and that he wished to retire with his army into the Bogos, immediately 
seized him and sent him off to prison on a mountain from which there is no escape, 
an d, doubtless, he will meet his death, as others have done there before him, from 

starvation. There can he no pity for him; a traitor to his country, a murderer, and 
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of an unscrupulous and savage disposition, lie has at last met with his deserts, ancF 
there is an end to a man who has been the tool of the French Mission, Munzinger,. 
and, lastly, the Egyptians, who used him as only an Oriental Government can-do, fire, 
sword, and murder following every raid made by "Waled-el-Michel, the arms he used 
being supplied by Ratib Pasha and Osman Pasha, the present Egyptian Minister of 
"War. 

The family of Waled-el-Michel will be taken care of, Alula tells me, but there 
can be no doubt that Mitsin, the eldest son (being already grown up), will shortly 
follow his father; the rest of the children are too young to give King John any 
trouble. Mitsin is thoroughly Egyptian in bis feelings, and lias been to Cairo, and 
associated a good deal with civilized Maliommedans. 

In the early part of this year an Armenian, a Russian subject, passed through 
Jeddah for Massowah; he came to my house and had a conversation with me, and 
seemed very anxious for any information regarding Abyssinia, and if there was any 
difficulty in getting there. General Alula was very well informed regarding every¬ 
thing that has taken place between Russia and Turkey and the political relations 
between England and Russia. I did not deem it prudent to ask him if any letters had 
reached the King from Russia. 

An Abyssinian friend of mine, a Mr. Scliimper, who has just returned from 
Germany, where he has been educated, led me to believe that letters had arrived from 
that country, and on asking M. Raffray, the French Consul at Massowah, whether he 
had heard anything on this subject, said that he could not say for certain, but, in his 
mind, there was no doubt that the Armenian that had arrived at Massowah, and 
left for Abyssinia, was an Envoy from Russia, and that Bishop Jarvicr, at Sanlieit, 
was of the same opinion. It is natural that Russia should take an interest in 
Abyssinia, to which country she is so nearly allied in religion, and, to my mind, 
there is no doubt that the present hostile demonstration has been hurried by these 
letters. 

Egypt helped Turkey during the last war, and Russia has outwardly done nothing 
in revenge. She may be aware of the ill-feeling that exists between Abyssinia and 
Egypt, and forwarded her own ends by bringing about a crisis between the two 
countries. 

Furthermore, the Greek Consul at Suez, and an acknowledged partizan of Russia, 
left last April, as lie gave out, for a tour of inspection in the Red Sea, to give a return 
to his Government of all Greeks employed in trade. 

lie arrived at Massowah, and left, as he informed the Egyptian authorities, to 
visit the Greeks at Sanheit; instead of doing so he crossed the frontier and went to 
King John, who was then in the Dembea district. From that time till the news 
arrived that Gordon Pasha was going to visit the King he has not been heard of; he 
is now on his way back from tlie King. Alula’s advance on the Hamasen and the 
assembling of the army under the King’s son in Tigre coincides exactly with the time 
of the Greek Consul’s arrival with the King. 

King Johannes, as he now' is, master of all the southern part of Abyssinia, 
God jam, and Shoa, w ith no Chief of any importance in Tigre or Dembea, with his old 
frontier and a seaport, would be a powerful ally. With an Aboona of the Greek or 
Russian Church, instead of one from the Coptic Monastery in Alexandria, Russian 
ami Greek interests would be paramount in Abyssinia, and through the Aboona any 
one going against the will of King John would be excommunicated and an outcast. I 
think my suspicions are well-founded, and I trust, my Lord, that you will excuse me 
for writing so fully on the subject. 

The French M ission has always, under the late French Vice-Consul at Massowah, 
carried on communications direct with the King, and has associated' itself with 
business entirely foreign to its avocations. 1 put this down more to the fault of the 
Vice-Consul than to themselves, and a very different state of affairs exists at the present 
moment under M. Raffray, who has forbidden them in any way to hold communica¬ 
tions either with the King or the Egyptian authorities except through him. M. Raffray 
is a French Protestant, and married to an English Protestant lady. 

Gordon Pasha is naturally angry with the Mission, which has always been 
befriended by Egypt; and he seems to forget that the Mission existed before Egypt 
took the llogos country, and in taking the Bogos they took the Mission with it for 
good or for bad, and what fault attached to the Bishop and his priests intriguing must 
be put down to the late Vice-Consul. 

1 have arranged witli General Alula that any communication that he may w ish to 
send to Her Majesty’s Government can be given to my Agent in Massowah, who is 
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English, who will take every precaution in forwarding them. If any letters are 

forwarded from the English Government to the King of Abyssinia, I shall he glad to 

take charge of them at Jeddah, and I am certain that they will reach quicker and 
more safely than they can do by post. 

Perhaps some remarks, my Lord, in this despatch may seem to reflect on Gordon 
Pasha’s policy and character while Governor-General of the Soudan, and that he has 
been aware of the extent of the intrigues that have been carried on. This I do not 
for one moment wish to impute. I am intimately acquainted with this officer, and on 
the occasions I have visited him in the Bogos country and Khartoum had better 
chances to talk to him openly and freely on this subject than others could do. I have 
alw ays tried to impress upon him the wrong that Egypt has caused to Abyssinia, and 

he assured me my opinion was false, and he seemed to think that I exaggerated the 
position of affairs. 

I believe now that he sees what a delicate position he is placed in, and what a 
bard task be has before him to demand or even ask King John to make terms of 
peace satisfactory to Egypt. If furnished with full power from Egypt to give up the 
territory that she has wrongfully annexed, and make complete amends for the past, he 
may succeed, but I have my doubts, and I think bis mission will prove a failure, 
a nd be will come away in disgust seeing the impossible cause be has to plead. 

Gordon Pasha’s name is ioved throughout the Soudan by its inhabitants, and it 
took a long time for them to believe, after the way in which they bad been treated by 
former Governors, that their ruler was of the pure, honest, and upright English 
character that ho has invariably proved himself to he. If he leaves the Soudan it 
mill not only be the loss to the country that will have to he deplored, hut to civiliza¬ 
tion, England, and commerce in general, and unless some other Christian Governor is 
placed in command the reaction will he terrible, and the Slave Trade will commence 
mith renewed vigour. 

Gordon Pasha’s name in the Soudan is a household word ; he is respected and loved 
| 3 y the poor and those that wish their country’s welfare, and detested and feared by 
the fanatical party and all wrongdoers. From the Nile to the Red Sea coast the 
mads are as safe as in any English country, but it is only his never-ceasing energy and 
hard w-ork keeping his subordinates in order, and punishing his highest officials for 
an y misdeed, that has brought about the present law r and order which prevails, and 
mhicli may collapse at any moment should au Egyptian Pasha again become the 
Governor-General of the Soudan. 

The state of the Hamasen at present is simply pitiable, the inhabitants have not 
recovered the last year's famine. The villages are in ashes from TValed-el-Micliel’s 
mids, the inhabitants have a pinched and wretched look, and the miserable hovels 
they live in Have been hurriedly constructed from the stones and charred remains of 
timber found in the ruins of other houses. Addetchlai, Asmara, Hasega, Taszega, 
«aada Kustau and Asugeloo have not one tenth part of the population they used to, 
a,1 d an inhabited house is the exception and not the rule. The ground is left uncul¬ 
tivated, and only enough wheat, barley, oats, beans, and native grain grown to keep 
b °dy and soul together, none for sale*. Mistrust and fear are felt by every one, and 
imless confidence is shortly restored, the whole plains of the Hamasen will he 
depopulated. The famine Avas caused by the many years of war mostly, hut helped by 
a had season, and from all accounts the misery was something awful. On the road ! 
travelled by human skulls AA'ere by no means rare, some isolated, others in batches of 
tw'o or three, around the usual camping-places they AA'ere more plentiful. Evidently 
he people had assembled there on the chances of getting taken to Massowah or into 
Jm interior by charitable travellers; what they must lmA'c been before the hyenas and 
jackals dragged the corpses into the hrusliAA'ood on each side of the road is a mere 
conjecture. The French Consul also informed me that on the Hahn road it was the 
same, he brought with him three perfectly fresh skulls of females that he found on the 

roadside. 

If Avar takes place the country Avill not he in a position to support either army, 
and all food Avill haA'c to he imported. Any force Egypt may have to send into tho 
field must he very large to cope with the enormous Abyssinian army. I protested 
Dl °st strongly to General Alula Avhen he informed me that Avhen hostilities commenced 
J 10 one will he spared. As it is, the priests have orders to excommunicate all able- 
°died Abyssinians who remain at home, and the conflict w ill turn into one of exter¬ 
mination, both of Christians and Maliommedans, carried on with every barbaritv bv 
mces of the most fanatical description. 3 

Hoav Egypt can stand the strain of a large Avar financially is well known, and it 
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the dues levied by her to Abyssinia. 
Agent in Massowah, who should be on 
be responsible for the actions of all 
should be arranged, but leaving the 

This is really necessary 


would be madness on her part, now the Abyssinians are so well prepared and united, 
to tempt a war which must in the end be most disastrous. 

In conclusion, my Lord, I believe, by the medium of England, if Gordon Pasha 
is unsuccessful, which I think he will be, that hostilities may be prevented, and that, 
if once matters are arranged between the two countries, England need not be in any 
way alarmed about other Powers getting a footing on the western Red Sea coast. If 
I may suggest, I should say that Abyssinia should be allowed to trade through 
Massowah as now, Egypt paying portion of 
That King John should be allowed to have an 
the same footing as the French Consul, and 
Abyssinians at that port. That the frontier 
Egyptians the road to Sanheit, and from there on to Cassala. 
to them to keep open their communications with the ulterior. 

Allow the question to drag on, and England will shortly have cause to regret it, 
as the Italians wish to gain a footing on the Red Sea coast near Abyssinia ; they have 
already sent two Missions into the country, one to Shoa and the other to Debra Tabor, 
to King Johannes; they have heavily subsidized one of the Italian mail lines, and a 
steamer calls once a month at all the principal Red Sea ports; another steamer 
following shortly will make a fortnightly fine. 

I do not see any need of England going to any great expense, and any accredited 
Agent visiting Abyssinia would bring about a satisfactory arrangement between the 
two countries. If a Consular Agent is to be again appointed to the Soudan (in the 
place of Mr. Rossel of Khartoum, who died recently), with residence at the great 
trading port Souakin, where British interests are largest, he could watch events and 
report fully all that passes, as all the large towns in the Soudan are joined by telegraph, 
and a journey to Massowah from Souakin is short and inexpensive. 

If my services are required further, they are at the disposal of Iler Majesty’s 
Government. 

• I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. B. WYLDE. 


* ; s Inclosure 1 in No. 46. 

Gordon Pasha to Her Majesty's Consul-General, Jeddah; or, in his absence , the Senior 

Naval Officer , Massowah. 

Sir, Massowah, September 10,1879. 

I HAVE given orders to provide you a house in Massowah, and also "to enable you 
to telegraph, free of charge, to the Consul-General at Cairo. 

You are aware of a Firman having been given to His Highness Tewfik Pasha, 
which Firman, before being sent to Cairo, was seen and assented to by the Great 
Powers, and thus became an international instrument. 

I inclose you a copy of this Firman (which please return to me); you will see by 
this Firman that His Highness cannot cede any portion of Ins territory, even if he 
wished to do so, and consequently, as I hear King Johannes asks much, there is but 
little chance of any amicable arrangement being come to between the two countries 
(Abyssinia and Egypt). 

In these circumstances, hostilities arc likely to take place which, to my mind, will 
end in the upset of King Johannes and tho establishment of anarchy in Abyssinia, a 
matter which will not distress Egypt. 

It seems unlikely, from the very guarded instructions the French Government 
have given the French Consul here, that Egypt has anything to hope for the interven¬ 
tion of France to prevent any war. Her Majesty’s Government have telegraphed to 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Cairo to authorize him to write to King Johannes 
to inform him ** that Her Majesty’s Government will view with extreme concern any 
hostile act on his part against Egypt,” but it seems to me very doubtful if ncr 
Majesty’s Government nail go any further. 

Therefore, what I have to ask you is this: that, seeing that the prosecution of that 
last Egypto-Abyssinian war was prevented by Her Majesty’s Government and other 
Governments by the moral pressure that these Governments brought on the Khedive, 
that in this case, where Egypt is tho invaded party, the European Governments may 
not interpose, if hostilities break out, in order to save Abyssinia from the effects of her 
attack. 
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I have no doubt of the eventual success of Egypt, and I have the certainty Hia 
Highness does not contemplate its occupation. 

If you have instructions to act in any way so as to prevent hostilities, I shall be 
most happy, but once this misfortune happens, then I trust you will leave E^ypt 

alone. 

I think that it is only just that Her Majesty’s Government should do so, for if 
you do not consider you are justified in stopping hostilities, you will have no right to 
intervene when, after considerable sacrifices, Egypt gains the upper hand; the question 
°f Mussulmans versus Christians should have no weight with your Government. 


September 11. 

I am leaving to-day in order to meet Ras Alula, if he is inclined to see me, and 
then proceed to Sanheit. 

Last evening the head writer of Ras Waled-el-Michel came into the fort at 
Sanheit, with the information that the son of this Ras having been killed in a quarrel 
yitk the son of the late Ras Barion at Debra Tabor, Ras Alula had, on receiving 
information of the same, imprisoned Ras Waled-el-Michel and his Chiefs, for fear of 
their revolting against him (Ras Alula) on account of the death of the son of Waled- 

el-Michel. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 46. 

Gordon Pasha to Her Majesty's Consul-General for Jeddah , Massowah. 

Hear Sir, En route to Alula's, September 12, 1879. 

I HAVE told you of the death of the son of Waled-el-Michel (Mitsin), and of 
Alula having arrested Waled-el-Michel and all of liis chief officers. To-day I met 
a caravan coming from Alula with things for sale at Massowah; they confirm this 
news, and add that King Johannes gave the orders for Waled-el-Michel; this, together 
UMh Alula’s trafficking witli Massowah, makes me believe that the true Abyssinian 
rulers are as averse to war as Egypt is; they will never cede by a regular Treaty any 
part of their country, so I have no hope of getting that document, but I feel sure 
uat the whole of these troubles came from Waled-el-Michel, that he and his troops 
^cre de trop for Johannes and Co., and so they slipped them into Egypt with the 
sincere hope Egypt would swallow them up. 

I now hope in my interview with Alula to evade any discussion with on the 
reaty or frontier question, but simply to ask liim to keep M alcd-el-Michel and his 
Chiefs in prison, and to let Egypt work her will on his troops in the Bogos; this will 
u°t cause much trouble, for they will be as sheep without a shepherd. I am not sorry 
°i’ the scare, as I hope it may prove; it teaches the French and your Government this 
les -son, that you both have no right to take advantage in the government of Egypt 
Unless you partake also of her responsibilities agreeable or disagreeable as they may 
The French Government (if the Consul is true in his conversation with me) 
fiuietly ignores all responsibilities, though it is through that Government and the 
English Government that Egypt was obliged, from forced economies, to reduce her 
defences. I have no confidence in this Anglo-Franco alliance in Egypt; the French 
se °k solely their own ends. I consider the French Consul entirely working in the 
interest of the French Mission, and that you should, for Egyptian sake, be careful of the 
information I give you, for the Mission, though greatly indebted to Egypt, are thorough 
"niitors. I will keep you duly informed of all that passes, but take care of the French 
pnnsul, who (good man himself) will tell the Bishop of French Mission, a known 
mtrig Ue r and who may cause mischief. I told the French Consul if, with the cession 
°i Bogos, we could be rid of the French Mission from this territory, it would be a 
c heap cession. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 46. 

Gordon Pasha to Her Majesty’s Consul-General for Jeddah, Massowah. 

Dear Sir, En route to Alula’s, September 13, 1879. 

I SENT you a letter yesterday. Please send to Mr. Lascelles all my letters I 
■write to you, for I have no time to write to him. 

To-day I met a messenger of Alula’s with a letter to me, asking that I should 
meet him at Hamasen (he was ignorant that I had left Massowah). I have asked 
him to meet me a day from here, as I have no transport for Hamasen, which needs 
bullocks or mules. My messengers say that Mitsin, son of Waled-el-Michel, was 
killed on his way from the Bang’s house to his own by a son of Haylon. This Haylon 
was made Governor of Hamasen in 1876 by Johannes in the place of Waled-el-Michel, 
who had deserted to Egypt. Waled-el-Michel killed this man Haylon in a raid he 
made on the Hamasen against the orders of Egypt. It appears the King put the 
murderer of Mitsin (son of Waled-el-Michel) in prison for three days and then let 
him out, so the murderer seems not to have been severely judged. My messengers say 
that on the receipt of the letter I sent Alula from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 
Cairo, together with a letter which I sent him saying I had come from the Khedive 
with letters, that Alula imprisoned Waled-el-Michel, but I doubt if these letters were 
important enough to decide Alula on • such a course, and I believe Johannes ordered 
the arrest of Waled-el-Michel. I will write to you again soon. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 

P.S.—Alula wishes me not to let out anything that may occur between us. Alula 
has 100 men to guard Waled-el-Michel. I ask him to give him to me; he would 
want no one to guard him. 

C. G. G. 


Inclosure 4 in No. 46. 
Gordon Pasha to ■- 


Dear Sir, Alata, September 15, 1879. 

WILL you kindly read this scrawl and send it to Cairo to Her Majesty’s Agent ?t 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 

P.S.—I halted here near the frontier, and am waiting to hear from Alula. Ras 
Wadenkal (Waled-el-Michel) to an Amba near Adowa. 


Do not tell the French colleague. 


C. G. G. 



Inclosure 5 in No. 46. 
Gordon Pasha to - 


My dear Sir, Gura, September 18,1879. , 

I LEAVE this for Debra Tabor (twelve days’ march) to-morrow. You will see 
what has occurred by the inclosed paper. Please send it to Lascelles. Y ou will see, 
therefore, that there is no end for your stay at Massowah, but I will try and pick you 
up, if I ever get back, at Jeddah, and try and persuade you to come to Cairo, where, 
with (I hope) Lascelles, you will be able to clear up the mysteries of the Slave Con¬ 
vention, and introduce to you my black imp, the chief writer whom you wrote to me 
was dead. 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) C. G. GORDON. 


• Incloiures 4 and 5 are not addressed. 

t Mi*s Gordon’s letters contained Gordon Pasha’s account of the 
they were too lon^ to take copies of. They were decidedly Egyptian, 

A. B. W YLDE. 


question between Egypt and Abyssinia; 
and not quite correct in many details.— 
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Inclosure 6 in No. 46. 


Mr. A. B. Wylde to Her Majesty’s Agent jand Consul-General, Cairo . 

Massowah, September 22, 1879. 

I HAVE waited till midnight in hopes of news of further importance coming in 
from the Hamasen or from his Excellency Gordon Pasha, and, as the mail is leaving 
at daylight, I shall have to close this without adding anything further to the five 

inclosures. 

I have written to Ras Alula, asking him if he is desirous of communicating on . 
behalf of himself or King Joliannes with the English Government, and if he wishes to 
see me, that I will go to the Hamasen to meet him, as he cannot cross the frontier to 
®&yptian territory. 

I consider that everything is tranquil for the moment, and no fear need be 
anticipated that hostilities will commence, but matters are in a most delicate and 
straitened position, and unless Colonel Gordon is successful in his negotiations with 
the King that Egypt will lose all the territory that she has taken at different periods 
from the Abyssimans. 

Mitsin, the son of Waled-el-Michel, is not dead, and there is nothing known that 
can be relied on regarding the father, who may or may not be prisoner; perhaps only 
sent back to Debra Tabor to King Johannes to be present at the negotiations between 
Dgypt and Abyssinia. 

It is to be hoped, however, that he is a prisoner, as, if at large, I cannot see how it is 
possible that anything satisfactory can ever be arrived at between the two countries. 
f%ypt is not in the position to keep him quiet unless at great expense, both in men 
a nd money, and paralyzing the whole of the garrisons of the Soudan. 

King John, if he has pardoned him, would also find Waled-el-Michel a valuable 
a hy should he think about revenging himself for the manner in which he has been 

treated by Egypt. 

By next mail I will write you further, and report full particulars, and, if the 
occasion requires, will wire you to Cairo. I intend returning to Jeddah in ten days, 
a Qd will give Mr. Zohrab full particulars of everything that has occurred. 

Gordon Pasha cannot be back to Massowah under two months- at the earliest, 
ff Debra Tabor is twenty-one days by relay post from here. Ras Alula is in the 

Wamasen at Tsasaga, and he has between 30,000 and 40,000 combatants with him. 

I have, &c. 

* (Signed) A. B. WYLDE. 


Inclosure 7 in No. 46. - 

Mr. A. B. Wylde to Ras Alula, General of the Army of the Hamasen, Addetchlai. 

^our Excellency, Massowah, September 22, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that I am here representing the Consul at 
Sea^h* tbe 0nly Representative of Her Majesty the Queen of England in the Red 

, Knowing it is impossible for you to visit me here, I shall, if you desire it, be 

f a Ppy to come to vou and report home to my Government anything you may have 
to say. 

I trust you will send me an answer to this at once. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. B. WYLDE. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 46. 

Ras Alula “ au Consul Anglais.” 

(’translation from Abyssinian.) 

LETTRE de Ras Alula parvenue au Consul Anglais:— 

“ Comment avez-vous passd la semaine ? Moi, grace a Dieu, je suis bien. Votre 
l^ttre m’est arrivee. Vous savez l’amitid du Roi avec l’Angleterre. S’il vous est facile 
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(de yenir) nous parlerons des clioses du coeur. Autrement notre amitie reste toujours. 
Que le bon Dieu accomplisse. 

“ Envoyez-inoi des lettres et je vous en enverrai aussi. 

(Sealed) ALULU x. 

Ecrit le 19 Septembre, h Adddtchlai. 



Inclosure 9 in No. 46. 

Translation of a Telegram sent by Mr. A. B. Wylde to the Khedive of Egypt for transmission 

to the Consul-General, Cairo. 

October 18,1879. 

RETURN ED here from Alula yesterday; he says that he has orders from King 
John not to treat with Gordon Pasha, and it is for this reason that Gordon Pasha has 
been obliged to go to Debra Tabor. The King has given orders to Alula to take the 
Bogos, Habab, the two Mareas to Saati, lour hours from Massowah, also the coast south 
of Arkeeko to Zullah, to leave Arkeeko, Hotumloo, and Macullon, also to take Gedariff 
and Galabat. Alula has 25,000 soldiers with him in the Hamasen; the King’s son 
has with him in Tigre 40,000, and the remainder of those under arms are at Debra 
Tabor and Gondar with the King; over 100,000 men in all. Menelek, King of Shoa, 
will send his army to aid King John in case of war. If war takes place it is to be one 
of religion, and no one will be spared. All able-bodied Abyssinians who do not join 
the army will be excommunicated. Protested strongly to Alula against any such 
action, and also wrote to the King and gave it Alula, who has also written to the King. 
Have asked Alula not to make war till he has heard further from England. 

Alula, has declared himself willing not to commence hostilities till an answer to 
my letters arrives from England. 

Abyssinia will not make peace without the intervention of England, because they 
have no confidence in Egypt. Have also heard on best authority that Russia has sent 
letters to King John, and this lias likely had something to do with the present dispute; 
have also heard that the Greek Consul who is now' in Abyssinia has also been sent by 
Russia. Alula told me that they wish an Aboona from Alexandria as formerly; 
strongly advise one being sent. Waled-el-Michel is in prison, his son Mitsin is with 
the King, and the rest of the family with Alula. Hamasen has been quiet after 
Waled-el-Michel’s imprisonment; he was imprisoned for trying to escape with his 
army from Abyssinian territory. 

I am ready to come to Cairo if- required; please telegraph to Jeddah. 


Inclosure 10 in No. 46. 

Mr. A. B. Wylde to King Johannes, Ring of Abyssinia, Debra Tabor. 

Your Majesty, Addetchlai , October 12, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Majesty that his Excellency Gordon Pasha 
telegraphed to Jeddah for a Representative of Her Majesty the Queen of England 
to come to Massowah, and that I was sent from Jeddah in terms of this telegram. 
Not being contented with what I heard there, I wrote to your General Alula, asking 
him if he would wish to see me, and on receiving his answer, which asked me to visit 
him, I accordingly came here, where I have been received in a most courteous and 

friendly manner. - 3 

His Excellency General Alula has informed me of the grievances of your country, 
and the way in which Egypt has behaved, and I shall not fail to inform my Govern¬ 
ment, by the first opportunity, of all that has passed. 

I trust that Gordon Pasha may bo able to arrange terms of peace w’ith your 
Majesty advantageous to both countries, and prevent further bloodshed between 
neighboiiring nations that ought to live in harmony and friendship together. 

I have arranged with his Excellency Ras Alula that any letters you may wish to 
send to England shall be sent to me, and I will forward them as soon as possible. In 
conclusion, I have again to thank your Majesty for the kind manner in which I have 
been received in Abyssinia, and the goodwill and friendship expressed towards the 
English nation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. B. WYLDE, 

Late Vice-Consul, at Jeddah. 
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No. 47. 

Consul Zohrab to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22.) 

#o. 20. Slave Trade.) 

My Lord, . Jeddah, November 7, 1879. 

I AM sending the following telegram in cypher by this mail to Mr. Consul West 
&t Suez for transmission to your Lordship :— 

“Received from Gordon Pasha following] telegram dated Abvssinia, 29th 
October:— 

“ * Expect my arrival at Souakin after forty days. If convenient, ask your 
Government permission to accompany me to Cairo to discuss Slave question, as 
new regulations and what has been done are illegal. Await your Lordship’s 

instructions.’ ” 

I received the telegram yesterday. Should your Lordship direct me to acquiesce 
to Gordon Pasha’s wash, I propose leaving my dragoman in charge, with my son to do 
the clerical work. 

. Gordon Pasha's telegram contradicts, I should say, the report that he was a 
prisoner in Abyssinia. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHRAB. 



No. 48. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22 .) 

foo. 596.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 11 , 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter from Gordon Pasha 
Relating to the action of the French Mission at Bogos, and the protection afforded to 
Bishop Jarvier by the French Consul at Massowah and the French Agent and Consul- 

General at Cairo. 

Gordon Pasha authorizes me to show this letter to my French colleague in case 
1 desire. I shall speak to him in the sense of Gordon Pasha’s letter when opportunity 
°ceurs, but the advice which the Pasha desires should he given to the French Agent 
iiiust, in order to have effect, be given to the French Government. Having so recently 
ar rived from Constantinople, where I had daily proof of the French Government 

hHUcinn- llfiO nf fltn Unman Pallinlm mlimnn fnr tlini? nnlitipal nimc T mirmt tn 


cceivo such early evidence that they are pursuing the same here. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


MALET 


Inclosure in No. 48. 

Gordon Pasha to Mr. Lascelles. 

River Jacazzi, October 6 , 1879. 

AS it is probable that the French Consul at Massowah may complain of certain 
^gulations which (in prospect of an attack on the Egyptian territory by the 
Abyssinians), I thought fit to make, viz., the transmission of letters through the 
Egyptian lines, I have the honour to write you this letter in order that you may, if 
y°u think fit, show it to the French Consul-General. 

, A day or two after I reached Massowah, the French Consul there told me that he 
received a despatch from his Government in which he was instructed to inform 
Aing Johannes “ that the French Government would be obliged if the King saw that 
harm was done to the French Mission, or French colonists,” that it, the Government 
loped he would come to terms with Egypt, but added “ Be careful in no way to engage 
he French Government in this dispute;” though read to me this was the substance 
of the despatch. 

. Now, the French Consul, both before he became Consul, and now, is a great 
friend of the French Bishop Jarvier. Bishop Jarvier’s natural wish is to keep his 
issiou intact and out of danger; the Bishop knows he has nothing to fear from 
Sypt, for he has the protection of the French Consul-General at Cairo, while bo h* a 

everything to fear from Abyssinia. 33 
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As the French Consul informed me of the tenour of lus Government s despatch is 
it likely, friends as he is with the Mission, that he kept the Bishop m ignorance of its 
contents; and, if so, as Abyssinians do not give something for nothing, andasthe 
Bishop is known by all to mix himself up in the political affairs of the two countr es, 
was I to blame, therefore, in thinking it more than probable that the Buihw, 
to be good friends with his only fear, Abyssinia, should inform the King,, Jou have 
nothing to fear from France in your dispute if you treat my Mission well, alluding to 

the last passage of the French Government despatch 

Riehtlv or wrongly, both the Abyssinian authorities and Egyptian ditto ha\c a 

thorough distrust of the French Mission and its Bishop, who, they consider, mix 
themselves up in the political affairs of the two countries. The Kmg « ^terpretm, 
who is with me, says the general opinion of Abyssinians is that all the trmib 
between Egypt and Abyssinia date from the alliance between the Trench Missi 
under BishopJarvier, and Munzinger, while French Consul at Massowah. I nee n 

Egyptian and Abyssinian Governments during the Gura campaign or more than 
allude to the fact that Waled-el-Michel made the 1 rench Mission his bank foi a con 

qirlomhle suni which Ras Alula lias claimed from it. , 

The regulations respecting the post, &c„ which the French Consul may have com- 

plained of, are now cancelled, seeing that the King will not operate against Egypt tor 

the j ob - ect in -anting to you is in order that you may, if you think 

proper mform your French colleague that, in the interest of Trance herself, it would 
he as well the French Mission should be warned against any political interference, and 
that the French Consul should not afford the Mission information, such as I suspect 

lie lias done i of course. X may he wron^. . rr* 

If the King’s interpreter is to be believed, and, to use Ins own words, the Ki g 

is mad against the Roman Catholics, whom he looks on as lus Doublets ; he says that 

the King looks on Bogos, where is the French Mission, as the centre of intrigues 

against him. 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) 


C. G. GORDON. 


P S -I do not know it you will think it advisable to say anything on the subject 
of this' letter to the French Consul-General. I leave l entirely to you, informing you 
of facts, which are capable of being substantiated, with respect to the interference in 

Dolitlcs of the Xrencli ^Xission. , • -i j i 

Before Theodore made himself master of all Abyssinia there was an independent 

Kin" named Wobay, Chief of Tigre, and at this time the French Mission was under a 

Bishop Jacobus (I do not know his French name); this Bishop had churches at Gudai 

a d Adowa • this Bishop Jacobus persuaded Wobay to send an Embassy to Rome with 

presents &c which Theodore heard of (the boat containing the presents was lost 

e« route) and lie attacked and defeated Wobay; he (Theodore) then turned the Bishop 

Jacobus out of his churches, and Bishop Jacobus went and settled in Bogos; tins was 

in Consul Flowden’s time, vide his correspondence in Foreign Office. Bishop Jacobus 

was succeeded by Bishop Jarvier, the present Bishop, who took up lus place in Bogos. 

When Prince Kassai, now King Johannes, seized the llirone ot Theodore, Gombasi set 

m> against him, and marched to Adowa; Johannes defeated him, and took him 

prisoner Amou" his papers was a letter from Bishop Jarvier, promising uni e P 

Lms, and if he (Gombasi) would dethrone Johannes; the latter then turned out the 

lvoman CathoUcs. FrencU Consu i a t Massowah, wrote to the King Johannes, 
saving he wmild treat him as the English had Theodore if he meddled with the Roman 

Sue^rMuLSgorlcopMTt The King said to Munzinger, - Try and do w ha 
the English did to Theodore; you have been beaten by the Germans, &c. Ikissau 
la s Munzinger never sent a copy of this letter to the French Government, but that 
he resided shortly after, and entered the Khedive’s service and then, working with 
Bishop^ Jarvier, occupied Bogos, thence, not content, came the invasion of Ilamase: 

and d that if the King sends an Envoy to Cano, and speaks against 

the French Mission, this thing mav not bo laid to my charge. I am not lie that 
troublcth Israci. You will see that the King has just reason for distrusting the 
French Mission, and that putting aside the equivocal position the 1 tre De o o 
French Mission played during the Gura campaign. 
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The Kings interpreter says the King will never let the Roman Catholics stav in 
Bogos, if he retakes the country, and that he will clear the Roman Catholics out of 
Shoa. Lay this not to my charge. 

October 9, 1879. p P r 


No. 49. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 22.) 

(No. 597.) 

My Lord, ^ Cairo, November 11, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a despatch which has reached 
me from Mr. Wylde, respecting the difficulties between Egypt and Abyssinia.* 

Mr. Wylde, in a despatch to me, a copy of which forms Inclosure 6 in his despatch 
your Lordship, offers to come to Cairo if I think it desirable that he should do so. 
A have not taken advantage of his offer, as his advice, if it did not coincide with 
Gordon Pasha’s views, who has charge of the negotiations, would only complicate 

matters. 3 1 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 50. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir J. Pauncefote.—(Received November 22.) 

(Confidential.) 

Admiralty, November 21, 1879. 

vY ITH reference to your letter of the 19th instant and former correspondence 
respecting the threatening attitude of Abyssinia towards Egypt, and the request made 
y Her Majesty’s Agent and Consid-General for a ship of war to be sent to Massowah 
m the protection ol British subjects, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of 
p Admiralty to acquaint you, for the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, that 
clegram has been received from the Commander-in-chief on the East Indian 
^ mtiou, dated at Bombay the 20th instant, in which he reports having ordered the 
Seagull ” to Massowah from Aden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 



No. 50 a. 


^ The Marquis of Salisbury to Consul Zohrab. 

Foreign Office, November 28, 1879. 

20+1 1 TRANSMIT to you herewith copies of a despatch from Mr. YVylde, dated the 
Otli October, and of its inclosures, containing an account of his proceedings at 
Massowah, and of his visit to the camp of the Abyssinian General.* 

It appears from these papers that Mr. YVyldc, on arriving at Massowah, addressed 
p kdtor to the Abyssinian General, in which he wrote, “ I am here representing the 
°nsul at Jeddah, the only Representative of Her Majesty the Queen of England in 
Ai R ? d . S< : a - ne also gave to the General a letter addressed to King John of 
Abyssinia, in which he stated, “ I have the honour to inform your Majesty that his 
Excellency Gordon Pasha has telegraphed to Jeddah for a Representative of Her 
lajesty the Queen of England to come to Massowah, and that I was sent from 
Jeddah in terms of this telegram.” 



II is true that he signed himself “late Vice-Consul at Jeddah,” but it could not be 
peeled that the Abyssinian King or the General could appreciate this distinction nf 


distinction of 


* No. 46. 
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title, in view of the proceedings of Mr. Wylde, and the manner in which he assumed 

to speak and act on helialf of I£er Majesty’s Government. 

The misunderstanding as to the address of Gordon Pasha’s telegram, reported in 
your despatch No. 2 of the 12th September, may have been excusable under the 
circumstances, although the intention of Gordon Pasha ought to have been under¬ 
stood when the letter from him of the 10th September was received. It was 
addressed to “ Tier Majesty’s Consul-General, Jeddah; or, in his absence,. Senioi 
Naval Officer, Massowahthus clearly indicating that Gordon Pasha required the 
presence and assistance of a Consular or naval officer of position, and was not merely 

wishing to communicate with a private agent. 

However this may he, the tact of Gordon Pasha’s telegram having been 

accepted by Mr. Wylde as addressed to himself did not in any way justify his 

assuming the character of a British Representative. 

I am willing to give Mr. Wylde credit for having been actuated by good inten¬ 
tions, hut I cannot hut regard his proceedings as singularly ill-advised and improper* 
and it seems not unlikely that they mayjliave seriously impeded the negotiations which 
Gordon Pasha, with whose views he expresses a complete disagreement, is undertaking 
for the purpose of bringing about a peaceful solution of the questions between Egypt 

and Abyssinia. 

I have accoi’dingly to instruct you to inform Mr. Wylde that Her Majesty s 
Government strongly disapprove of his assumption of the character of a British 
Bepresentative, and of his injudicious proceedings in visiting the Abyssinian General, 
and venturing to write on behalf of the Queen and of Her Majesty’s Government to 

Kins John. , . , 

II is proceedings will he disavowed through Her !\Iajcsty s Agent in Egypt, and 

I desire that he may not he employed again in any capacity in which he can assume 
to be in Her Majesty’s service. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 50 b. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Malet. 

(Jvo. 338.) Foreign Office, November 28, 1879. 

WITH reference to your despatch No. 597 of the 11th instant, inclosing a despatch 
from Mr. Wylde, dated from Massowah, the 20th October, I transmit to you herewith, 
under flying seal, a despatch which I havo addressed to Her Majesty s Consul at 
Jeddah stating that Her Majesty’s Government strongly disapprove ol the assumption 
by Mr. Wylde of the character of a British Representative, and of his injudicious pro¬ 
ceedings in visiting the Abyssinian General and venturing to write on behalf of the 

Queen 3 and of Her Majesty’s Government to King John* 

You will see that I have added that his proceedings will he disavowed by you, and 
that he is not to he employed again in any capacity in which he can assume to he m 

Her Majesty’s service. , m . 

I have accordingly to instinct you to inform the Egyptian Government that 

Mr Wylde acted without any authority whatever from Her Majesty’s Government, 

and tluit King John should regard his letter as the unauthorized communication of a 

private person who had no title to address him from the Queen or Her Majesty s 

Gov eniment^ ^ ^ our own discretion as to the best means of informing Gordon 

^ ^hk | t| i ■ n g . 

iier Majesty’s Government approve your having declined Mr. Wyldc’s offer to 

come to Cairo. . tr ^ _ j , * 

For convenience of reference I forward to you a copy ol Mr. Wylde s despatch 

and inclosures which have passed through your hands. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 50 a. 
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No. 51. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.-—(Received November 29.) 

(No. 41. Slave Trade.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 18, 1879. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 29, Slave Trade, of the 
^ord ultimo, on affairs of Egypt and Abyssinia, 1 have the honour to inclose herewith 
a copy of a note verbale which I have sent to the Egyptian Government, accompanied 
y translations of the letters of King John and King Menelek contained in your 
Eordship’s above-mentioned despatch. J 

I have thought it better to communicate these papers to the Egyptian Govern- 
at once, as there appears to he no immediate prospect of the return of Gordon 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 

Note Verbale. 

IT may be useful to the Government of His Highness the Khedive to become 
cqumnted with the contents of letters addressed by King John of Abyssinia to 

at Ad UGen ’ an< ^ ^ Ning Menelek to the Queen and to the British Resident 

Translations of these letters accompany this note verbale. 

With regard to the desire expressed by King John and King Menelek that free 

mmumcation between their territories and the sea should be allowed by the 

Syptian authorities, it seems as though it will be almost impossible for the Egyptian 

overnment to maintain friendly relations with Abyssinia unless greater facilities than 

avo hitherto existed are allowed to the Ahyssinians for communicating with the outer 

0r d. It is understood that King John’s recent hostile demonstrations against Egypt 
fcave been directed to this object. 

Hostilities between Egypt and Abyssinia must, under any circumstances, entail 

to^’' ex P ense8 > which Egypt, in the present state of her finances, is not in a position 

ear, and the result of the last war would not justify the Egyptian Government in 
Anting with confidence upon a successful issue. 

o] M J ' s on every account, therefore, most desirable that satisfactory arrangements 
ir be come to by the Egyptian Government both with King John and King 
enolek, in regard to the future communications between their territories and the 

sea-coast. 

It cannot, however, be expected that the Egyptian Government will accede 
eservedly to the demand for liberty to import munitions of war. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 

British Agency , Cairo, November 18, 1879. 



No. 52. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 29.) 

^°* 43. Slave Trade.) 

^ virr^ Cairo , November 19, 1879. 

y , WITH reference to the telegram which I had the honour to send your Lordship 

jsterday, forwarding one which I had received from Gordon Pasha, Moustapha Pasha 
tejJr'V* Minister for Foreign Affairs, informs me that Gordon Pasha had sent a 
.gram similar in purport to the Egyptian Government. He seems to have had two 

insi f Vi ? WS Kin S John of Abyssinia, at the interval of ten days. Kin- John 
S 0U r] 0n the surrender of Bogos, the port of Zeila, and the sea-coast as faras the 
Wor< l r H , e ] seems > however, to have stated that if the concessions which he demanded 
degre^ £fr + h ® should not make war upon Egypt at present, but should acquire by 
&rees the territory which he demanded. Gordon Pasha asked for a battalion to be 
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sent to Massowah, and a ship of war to the coast. The Council presided by the 
Khedive took the matter into consideration yesterday evening. As Gordon Pasha tv as 
en route for Kalabat, with which place there is telegraphic communication, it was 
decided to wait his arrival there before doing more than instructing the Minister of \V ar 
to make such preparations as would enable the dispatch of a battalion, it, on further 

information, it proved necessary. , , _ 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs said that the Khediveand the Government were 

anxious to do nothing which King John should be able to interpret into measures of 

hostility, and they trusted still to arrive at some arrangement, as they were fully 
conscious that it would be disastrous for Egypt, in the present state of its finances, to 

enter even upon a defensive campaign, 

1 hOTTA J&/I 

(Signed) ' EDWARD B. MALET. 



No. 53. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 1, 1879, 525 p.m. 

V I RECEIVED the following telegram, dated 28th ultimo, from Resident at 

A den *—— 

“ Please telegraph to Commander Aeron, Her Majesty’s ship “ Seagull,” 

1 41 ** ^ 8 * * « • - “ 1 ■ ^ ^ 

“‘Secretary of State telegraphs steamer “Penguin” ashore Jibbel Zoogur. 

Greater part of cargo can be saved if steamer and lighter sent at once, Government 
has 15,000/. uninsured cargo on “ Penguin.” Take necessary steps to protect Govern¬ 
ment property.’ _ , . . 

««Dagmar,’ with one lighter in tow, leaves to-day. Can you help, or send 

• Philomel „ 

To-dav I have received following telegram from Commander of Seagull —• 

cc Pjiyp telegraphed to Resident at Aden, and Admiial at Bombay accordingly, 

and have inouired if any similar report has reached the Egyptian Government. I 

have received your telegram. I regret to have to leave Massowah, as it is reported 

that the army is within two days’ march from Massowah. Inform the Resident at 

Aden and the Admiral at Bombay.” 



C T =» No. 54. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 2.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 2,1879. 

V FOLLOWING received from Resident at Aden and forwarded to Massowah :— 
“Please telegraph Commander ‘Heron,’ Massowah, services ‘Seagull’ not 

requested Jibbel Zoogur.” 



No. 55. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 4, 6*15 p.m.) 


(Telegraphic.) 

MY ' T 


Cairo, December 4, 1879, 3'30 P.M. 


1U. X JLIU* X|Ui 

Answer received from Governor of Massowah that there is no truth in the report 
army being within two days’ march of Massowah. 

ome uneasiness is felt at no news having come from Gordon since that conveyed 
dmmninh to vour Lordshin No. 45, Slave Trade, of 26th ultimo. 
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No. 56 


Consul Zohrab to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received December 6.) 

(No. 73. Consular.) 

My Lord, Jeddah, November 18, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a despatch I addressed this morning to 
Mr. A. B. Wylde, of this town, a copy of his reply, and the copy of a despatch I 
addressed to Gordon Paslia on the 11th instant (erroneously dated 13tli November). 

A few days after Mr. Wylde returned from England (29th August) I received a 
telegram from Gordon Pasha from Egypt, asking me to meet him at Souakin. It struck 
Ete as strange that Gordon Pasha, who must know that I cannot leave my post without 
orders, should have telegraphed to me direct instead of communicating with Her 
Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, and having been told that Mr. Wylde was on 
intimate terms with him, I concluded the telegram must be for that gentleman. I 
spoke to him, and he being of the same opinion, I made it over to him, and he went 
to Souakin, returning here on the 4th instant, having failed in meeting him. 

Soon after Mr. Wylde left for Souakin I was assured by one of the captains of the 
Kh6divi6 steamers which run to Massowah and Souakin that the telegram in question 
*as intended for me, and within the past four days I have received the same assurance 
from a gentleman who has just returned from Suez, and I believe Mr. Consul West 
can assert that it was so. 

Mr. "Wylde called on me on the 11th instant, seven days after his arrival (he had 
called once before, but I was out), and showed me the copies of several despatches 
from Gordon Pasha to my address as Her Majesty’s Consul-General, Jeddah, at 
Massowah. I read them; they related to the interference of England in Egypto- 

•A-byssinian affairs, and one gave reasons for the telegram his Excellency had sent me 
from Egypt. 

I asked Mr. Wylde for the originals of these despatches; he said he had sent 
fbein to Her Majesty’s Consul-General in Egypt. I asked him for his reasons for 
having opened despatches which were addressed to me; he replied that as Gordon 
paslia know he was going over he had left a verbal message for him to open all the 
despatches and letters he sent down from the interior. 

I told Mr. Wylde that as his opening despatches which were not addressed to him 
Would seem very strange, it would be in his interest in handing me the copies to give 
mo a written explanation of the grounds on which he had opened them. He said lie 
^ould do so. 

Having waited a week without receiving any communication from Mr. Wylde, 
r wrote to him this morning, and immediately after I received his reply (copies 

' ^closed). 

Mr. Wylde says in liis answer that “it was I who was sent for and not you,” and 
evidently he arrives at this conclusion because Gordon Pasha “ has hardly the right to 
ask you to leave your post, and it is not likely that he would allow you to peruse his 
Private correspondence as he is not acquainted with you.” If Mr. Wylde cannot 
justify the course he pursued by more solid arguments, I fear your Lordship will not 
exonerate him from the charge of serious imprudence. 

If Gordon Pasha expected Mr. Wylde at Massowah, I should say the despatches 
Would have been addressed to him and not to me, and, in my absence, to be opened by 
‘he Senior Naval Officer there. 

T It is currently believed here that Mr. Wylde still holds some position under your 
lordship; I need not say how this belief has been created, but the question has been 
‘Tsked of me several times. Naturally I could give no other reply than that I was not 

a ware of the fact. 

I now beg respectfully to be informed if Mr. A. B. W r yldc has any duties under 
•he Foreign Office to perform, so that if he has I may act in concert with him when 


°°casion may arise.* 


ll o VP 

(Signed) * JAS. ZOHRAB 


* 1 am in error in stating; that one of the captains of a Kh6divie boat informed me that the telegram from 
cordon Pasha was for me; it was the late Governor of Souakin, who passed by Jeddah on his way to Egypt, who 
^ ave the assurance.—J. Z. 










































In closure 1 in No. 56. 


Consul Zohrab to Mr. A. B. Wylde. 


Sir, Jeddah, November* 1879. 

ON the 11th instant you called at this office and showed me copies of several 
despatches addressed by Gordon Pasha to Her Majesty’s Consul-General, Jeddah, at 
Massowah. You informed me that Gordon Pasha, being aware that you would be at 
Massowah, had left a verbal message for you to the effect that you were to open all 
despatches and letters he sent down from the interior; that you did so, and sent the 
oi’iginals of the despatches addressed to me to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 


General in Egypt. • 

I requested you to furnish me with the copies you held, together with a written 
explanation from you of your reasons for having opened and disposed of the despatches, 
and you assured me you would do so. 

As I have had no further communication from you on the subject, I have now to 

request you to be so good as to send me the documents in question. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHRAB. 




Inclosure 2 in No. 56. 

Mr. A. B. Wylde to Consul Zohrab. 

Sir, Jeddah, November 18,1879. 

I H AVE to acknowledge receipt of your letter, not dated, regarding our conversa¬ 
tion on the lltli instant. I am not prepared to-day to send you copies of the letters 
his Excellency Gordon Pasha wrote, owing to press of business. 

The originals, as you know, I was told to forward to Mr. Lascellcs, which I did. 

The only written explanation I can give is that it was I who was sent for by 
Gordon Pasha and not you, as he has hardly the right to ask you to leave your post, 
and it is not likely that he would allow you to peruse his private correspondence, as 
you are not acquainted with him. 

I received another letter yesterday from his Excellency, dated the 12th October, 
River Tacazze, wliich entirely sets my mind at rest who the correspondence was 
intended for. I may inform you that I have always managed Gordon Pasha’s business 
for him, both private and public, at this port. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. B. WYLDE. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 56. 

Consul Zohrab to Gordon Pasha. 

Sir, Jeddah, November 13,1879. 

MR. A. B. WYLDE showed me to-day copies of several despatches addressed by 
your Excellency to me as “ Her Majesty’s Consul-General, Jeddah, at Massowah, or, 
in his absence, to be opened by the Senior Naval Officer.” I cannot say this quota¬ 
tion is exact, as the copies are not with me. 

I asked Mr. Wylde where the originals were, and who had opened them; he 
replied that the originals had been forwarded by him to Her Majesty’s Agent and 
Consul-General in Egypt, and that he had opened them, as your Excellency had left 
a verbal message at Massowah to the effect that he was to do so, as you expected him 
there. 1 am rather surprised at this, as the despatches having once reached Massowah, 
they could have been forwarded to me without the least difficulty, and, I presume, you 
would prefer that your communications to Her Majesty’s Government should not find 
their way through unofficial channels. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. ZOHRAB 



18th. The date was omitted. 
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No. 57. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received December 6.) 

(No. 45. Slave Trade.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 26, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith translations of two 
telegrams, dated the 13th and 16th instant, which I have received to-dav from Gordon 

Pasha. 

As the object for which they are written has already been attained by the 
dispatch of Her Majesty’s ship “ Seagull” to Massowah, I have not forwarded these 
communications to your Lordship by telegraph. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 57. 


Gordon Pasha to Mr. Malet, 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kalabat, November 13, 1879. 

AFTER my arrival at Saraga, which is one day’s march from the frontier, King 
John sent messengers and soldiers desiring me to return. 

I have learned from the messengers that the object for my return was that the 
dshed to make peace, as at the time of my departure from Debra Tabor he was 


Kin 


angry 


. _ I therefore thought it advisable to return, there be ing no fear for my safety. Still 

it is better that you should instruct a man-of-war to proceed to Massowah to protect 
the buildings. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 57. 

. _ Gordon Pasha to Mr. Malet. 

(Translation.) 

(Telegraphic.) Kalabat, November 16, 1879. 

ON the 14th instant I was one day’s march from the frontier, when three officials 
°f Abyssinia with soldiers overtook me and took me back as prisoner with my escort. 

I have now been informed that King John does not wish me to return by way of 
Kalabat, but ordered me to return to Massowah vih Kondar and Adowa. It is 
a dvisable, nevertheless, that Massowah be protected as I have already telegraphed. 

My life is in no danger. When I was taken prisoner, I burned all papers I had 
Written to you. 



No. 58. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 6, 2‘30 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 6, 1879, 1-30 p.m. 

WITHIN the last two days disquieting news has come respecting King John’s 
movements. He has ordered one of his Chiefs named Ras Alula to advance in the 
direction of Massowah, and to burn and pillage on the way. The Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment are sending a battalion and a corvette to Massowah. 

No news has been received from Gordon. 


[1207] 
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No. 59. 


Captain Speedy to the Earl of Beaconsfield.-(Cornmunicated to the Marquis of Salisbury 
* 1 hy the Earl of Beaconsfield, December 6 .) 

St. Andrews, Scotland, November 28, 1879. 

My MAT T he permitted with the utmost deference, to offer for your Lordship s 
favourable consideration the following front™ ““ 

of Abyssinia and Egypt, Massowah, Bogos, and 

Qalabab w“g^U oa^rallv ntacd was I^ feel as* -quest -de^in 

possession of a seaport, might he gained. i i on +i ie q u h* 0 f Aden, has 

, sss. -■ - 

>»rw» ■—* 

a mattel , , |f caravans 1 from whatever part of Abyssinia, would in this case be obliged, 
in orderto S. that seaport, to make at least a month’s journey through the hostdc 
and ‘fo^mns tribes A^Banakrl^ oma n ^ King¬ 

-j ?»@S3ss255s3 

King^ John s ^capiUl—Adowah, a eircumstance which would m itself prove most 
disadvantageous.^ ^ llu0 deference, that it would not be difficult to 

ss.vs? fisssfas »£ 

boundary on the north; while a “retching from the 

define tl.c southern limit. 1 he land between thesew* ^ ^ Ab 

Aby ?Lt?u™to XTs^of S S wild entail little or no loss to Egypt, as it bat 
present but a barren plain inhabited onl,^^normuUnta "„°f A^Sinil 

attempting ^ ritory, Egypt could threatou 

Abyssinians in their mountain strongholds ; whereas ^e AbysMnums can descend 
“* ^brttorf^Tite^Wto Egypt, crippling tie renounces of the 

? “ S - W<>Uli ,>0 VC1? 

^rf ?a 5 sSuS rS’i" 

occupying the district■referred 1 to.areUn eJjJL* during’ the expedition of 


occupying the district relerre o a e ‘ Entrlish forces during tlie expedition of 

good road having been already made 7 tlw sea . CO ast to Senab on the Abys- 

Stillt* rSstanee" of 40 miles, ‘ the Abyssinians could, with hut little 

difflC TIS’Zto to^Abyssinia l? su”®a seaport would be enormous, not only on 
account^ of aBoriUng her the means of opening up a great and lucrative commerce, but 
in brin'Mn 0 ’ to her the attendant blessings of knowledge, wealth, and uvilizati n. 

T would further beg to be permitted to submit that, in the ev ent o , .1 

must be unuortfiiiit to licr* 
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Abyssinia is rich not only in minerals, such as gold, copper, iron, and coal, but 
also in vegetable products, cotton, indigo, rice, coffee, and sugar-cane growing wild, 
and cereals in abundance. 

Eveiy caravan brings down to Massowah quantities of ivory, civet, musk, ostrich 
feathers, hides, wax, myrrh, salt, gold-dust, and gum arabic, and most of this valuable 
traffic is being absorbed by Egypt, Britain reaping but little advantage from it. 

The Abyssinians are a nation ready and anxious for improvement, but without 
the assistance of an European Power they could never become prosperous. 

The present seems to be the moment when amicable intervention could be used 
with the greatest advantage; and surely so promising a field for British enterprise 
should not be neglected. 

The fact, moreover, of throwing into the heart of the country ample supplies of 
the goods most coveted by the natives would have the effect of greatly lessening the 
system of slavery now carried on to excess, for, as has been asserted with truth, 
“ Legitimate commerce would put down the Slave Trade by the mere fact of 
demonstrating the superior value of a man as a labourer on the soil to man as an 
object of merchandize.” 

Eor several year’s past, more especially since the defeat sustained by the Egyptian 
forces at the hands of the Abyssinians in 1876 at Gundet, the importance ol arranging 
matters amicably for both nations has been strongly impressed on my mind, but 
during the lifetime of the late Prince Alamayu, owing to my former connection with 
him, I feared that not only in England but also in Egypt and Abyssinia the expression 
of my opinions might have been misunderstood. Since all possibility of misconstruc¬ 
tion is now removed in consequence of the late lamented death of that Prince, I 
trust that I may be permitted to lay before your Lordship the following plan, which, 
with due deference, I would suggest as advisable to adopt for the furtherance of the 

above endeavour. 

It appears to me that an officer should be deputed by England who, with the 
consent of Egypt, should proceed to Abyssinia to have an interview with King John, 
to point out to liim the advantages of accepting this mrw solution of his territorial 
difficulties, and, if necessary, to assist him in establishing an Abyssinian seaport. 

I would, with due deference, beg to offer my services for this duty, as I tliink I 
may say with confidence that my intimate knowledge of the Abyssinians, the 
peculiarities of then’ character, customs, and language acquired during a residence of 
nearly three years among them, together with my personal acquaintance with King 
Jolm| would afford me greater facilities than are perhaps possessed by any other 
European for arranging matters satisfactorily between Egypt and Abyssinia. 

I would also beg to submit to your Lordship that it woidd be important, as soon 
as peace should have been proclaimed and the new territory taken possession of by 
King John, that a British Consul he appointed for Abyssinia who would, in addition 
to his Consular duties, be permitted to give King John the benefit of his advice, and 
assist him in opening up the commerce of the country. Eor this appointment I also 

bog to tender my application. 

I would beg respectfully to remind your Lordship that 1 ranee lias ahvays 
maintained a Consul at Massowah, and there is no doubt that in the event of Abyssinia 
obtaining a seaport another Erench Consul would be at once appointed for that 

Should Britain be unrepresented, Ercnch mercantile interests would be materially 

advanced to the detriment of British commerce. . 

There is perhaps no portion of the African continent to which European civiliza¬ 
tion might be applied with better ultimate results, and no nation in the world is more 
able than Britain to assist Abyssinia, not. only in regaining her liberty, but in 
establishing her commerce, whereby the interests of British trade would also be 

materially benefited. . , . . T , ,. 

I would therefore beg, with due respect, again to lay before your Lordship the 

• I _ 1 1 _ 1___ ^ Arv 1"\A O f flin liivicnnf Ytintlinnf, ol VltifLI lTlfArncf rn 


«crnie(l 111 ivmiuuic Itu asitiaaj, J --* ~ . O 

of the advisability of relinquishing his demand for an extension ol territory on his 

northern and western borders, and of accepting the strip of territory to the cast which 

I propose should be offered to him; secondly, the establishment of a British Consul 

for Abyssinia. 

In offering myself for these posts I would beg to refer to the very gratifying 
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opinion expresssed by Lord Napier of Magdala regarding my services during the 
Abyssinian Expedition of 1867-68. 

I append a rough sketch showing the territory already in the possession of King 
John; also the territory demanded by him, as well as the strip which I should 
recommend being given to him as an equivalent. 

In conclusion, I beg to be permitted to hope that the great desire I have long 
entertained to bear a part in a work which it appears to me is capable of attaining 
great results, both for England and Abyssinia, may plead my apology for having thus 
intruded on your Lordship’s time and attention. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. C. S. SPEEDY. 


No. 60. 

Lord Tenterden to Sir L. Mallet* 


Sir, Foreign Office, December 10, 1879. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to state to you, for the information of 
Viscount Cranbrook, that a telegram was received on the 6th instant from Her Majesty’s 
Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, reporting that disquieting news was being circu¬ 
lated respecting the movements of King John of Abyssinia. 

Orders, it was said, had been given by him to one of his Generals, Has Alula 
by name, to advance in the direction of Massowah, and to burn and pillage on the 
way. 


In consequence of this intelligence, the Egyptian Government had decided to 
send a battalion of troops and a corvette to Massowah. 

A further telegram has been received this mo rnin g from Mr. Malet, stating that 
a messenger had reached Massowah, bearing a message from Gordon Pasha to say 
that he expected to return to that place from the interior as yesterday or to-day. 

I am at the same time to transmit to you a copy of a despatch from Mr. Malet, 
received on the 6th instant, forwarding translations of two telegrams which have 
reached him from Gordon Pasha, dated respectively the 13th and 16th ultimo.f 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) TENTERDEN. 



No. 61. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Malet. 

(No. 347.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , December 12, 1879. 

I HAVE received your despatch No. 41, Slave Trade, of the 18th November last, 
and inclosing copy of the note verbale which you addressed to the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment, accompanied by translations of the letters from King John of Ethiopia, 
and King Menelek of Shoa, to the Queen. The terms of your communication are 
entirely approved. 

It was thought better to refrain for the time from returning any answer to the 
letters in question, in order to avoid interfering with the course of Gordon Pasha’s 
negotiations with King John. 

The doubtful issue of those negotiations, however, and the somewhat threatening 
attitude recently assumed by the Abyssinians, make it desirable that the influence of 
this country should be exerted in favour of a peaceful settlement, and to avert hasty 
resolutions or hostile action on either side. 

I accordingly forward herewith letters which Her Majesty has addressed to the 
two Chiefs, and which you should use the best means at your disposal to forward at 
once to their destinations. It would be desirable that you should, if possible, have 
them translated, before you despatch them, into Amharic, or any other language 
likely to be known to King John and King Menelek, or their attendants. 

Copies of the letters are also inclosed for your own use. You will perceive that 
they are in complete accordance with the views of Her Majesty’s Government, which 
you have been instructed to communicate to the Government of the Khedive. They 


A similar letter was addressed to the Admiralty. 


t No. 57. 


39 


No. 69*. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 10.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 10,1879. 

A MESSENGER has reached Massowah, bearing a message from Gordon Pasha, 
to say that he would be at Massowah yesterday or to-day. 
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express the Queen’s sympathy with the desire of the two Kings for an extension of the 
trade and commerce of their respective countries, so far as this is possible without 
danger to the peace of the surrounding territories; they contain an assurance of the 
Khedive’s friendly intentions, and an exhortation to pacific negotiations and arrange¬ 
ment. Further, in the event of difficulties arising in the way of a peaceful settlement, 
the good offices of England are offered for the removal of any causes of difference. 

You are instructed to communicate these letters, or the substance of them, as 
you may think best, to the Government of the Khedive, stating that in writing them 
Her Majesty has been actuated by a friendly regard for the interests of Egypt, and 
a desire to avert the risk of hostilities which could not fail to be disadvantageous in 
the present financial state of the country. It is with this object, and with the view of 
securing to the Khedive permanent friendly relations with the countries on his 
southern frontier, that Her Majesty’s Government will be disposed to tender their 
good offices in case of need for the purpose of an arrangement based upon the con¬ 
siderations which have already been submitted by you to the Egyptian Government, 
and they trust that this offer will be accepted by His Highness in the same spirit in 
which it is made. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 

P.S.—The translations of the letters should be attested with the seal of your 
Consulate-G eneral. 


No. 62. 


Her Majesty the Queen to the King of Ethiopia. 

VICTORIA, by the grace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Efhpress of India, Ac., to His Highness, King 
John of Ethiopia and all its dependencies, our Most Distinguished Friend, sendeth 
greeting! 

We have received the letter which your Highness addressed to Us, and it afforded 
Us sincere pleasure to hear of your welfare and that of your subjects. The friendly 
interest which We take iu all that concerns you and the happiness of the people over 
w hom you rule makes Us most anxious that, the differences which have arisen between 
your Highness and the Khedive of Egypt should be settled in an amicable and 
satisfactory manner. 

We are also desirous that trade with your country should be promoted in such 
a way as may be beneficial to you without causing danger to the peace of the sur¬ 
rounding countries. We have made known our wishes in this respect to the Khedive, 
Who lias declared that he is animated bv the most friendly sentiments towards your 
Highness. 

We trust, therefore, that the negotiations which have been commenced between 
your Highness and the Khedive may shortly be brought to a successful termination. 
We should view with great concern any act on your Highness’ part which would be 
calculated to bring about hostilities between your Highness and the Khedive. A war 
between the two countries would be injurious to both, but it is not likely that it would 
see me to your Highness the objects which you desire. 

If, therefore, you find that, you are unable to come to an agreement, or any occa¬ 
sion of quarrel has arisen, We shall be happy to use Our good offices in order that 
the causes of difference may be removed, and friendly relations may be restored. 

And so with every good wish for your Highness’ health and happiness, and for the 
prosperity of your country, We heartily recommend you to the protection and blessing 
( >f the Almighty. 

Given at Our Court at Windsor Castle the 12th day of December, 1879, and in flu* 
forty-third year of Our reign. 

Your good friend, 

(Signed) VICTORIA R. et I. 

(Countersigned) Salisbu ay. 


[1207] 
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No. 63. 

Her Majesty the Queen to the King of Shoa. 

VTPTOPT 4 hv the -race of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
, y L , ’ , * TtcfpruTpr of the Faith, Empress of India, &c., to His Highness 

w T -\ f i letter which vour Highness addressed to Us, and We 

We have rwmed ^ >£j toe £ has expressed for Our welfare. 

Send* S a m "‘ Snue, and .nav conduce to the welfare and prosper,* 

of jonr people, whether you have abolished Slave Traffic 

. It *< <*? «tk *»*J“ h^e released the Cialla prisoners taken by you in 

war^Sucl^enlightened and ^^^^^'^.j^^^tli^ex^ion^wbioh 0 'O^u^Goveni- 

tbcWe Traffic in the Red Sea 

Md in ra^ftoyot ffittoSs' representations that the Egyptians do not allow you 
to communicate iret^ 'vit pmin trv Our Minister for Foreign Affaire is in 

Us^to^assist your Highness in the 

territories. And in 

M kest he 

promoted. of difference slioiffd continue to exist between your High- 

wTshaTS h^py to use Our good offices so that it may be 
ness and the 1 ) , ! uU .^: l ti „ be re-established. And so, with every good wish 

~ SghS liLuh and hap-piness, and for the «“»*• WC 

W G?ve r nt ra Our"te at Wind^Cast “ the Uth day of December, 1879, and in 
the forty-third year of Our reign. Y our -ood friend, 

(Signed) VICTORIA R. et I. 


(Countersigned) 


Salisbury. 


No. 64. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Count Munster. 


, Foreign Office, December 12, 1879. 

VI. 1’Ambassadeur, Tl •_,.Vv M re 0 f ii,e 26th of Au-ust and to 

WITH reference to Baronvonta Buncos note oi ilie^Ot, 

ny 

rlVrc^inan— 

SSS55T2™ uSr causes of difference with Egypt, exhorting then, at the 
same time not to hove recourse to hostilities. j ^ & 

fsi—nmii SALISBURY. 


Tl 


No. 66. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury .—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 634. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, November 29, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 91 of yesterday’s date, relating to the unauthorized proceedings ot Mr. A. B. V yldc 
in regard to the disputes between Egypt and Abyssinia, as related in his despatch ot 
the 20tli ultimo, inclosed in my despatch No. 597 of the 11 th instant, and 1 beg to 
inclose a copy of a note which I have written to the Minister tor loreign Affairs in 
consequence,* and a copy of the telegram which T have sent to Mr. Consul Zolirab in 

obedience to your Lordship’s orders. 

I have at the same time written to Gordon l’asha, but as it is not clear where to 
communicate with him, and the letter might miscarry, I have requested the Minister 

for Foreign Affaire also to convev the intelligence to him. 

I’ I have, &c. 

r (Signed) EDV ARD B. MALET. 

P.S.—Since writing the above despatch I have learnt that there is no telegraphic 
communication with Jeddah. I have consequently sent the message to Mr. Consul 
Zolirab, bv post via Suez. „ ,, 

J * E. B. M. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 65. 

Mr. Malet to Moustapha Pasha Fehmy. 

M. le Ministrc, Cairo , November 29, 1879. 

ON the 18th October Mr. A. B. WyLdc sent from Massowah a telegram to His 
Higluiess the Khedive for transmission to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General, 
respecting his action in connection with affairs between Egypt and Abyssinia. 

I have the honour to inform your Excellency by order of Lord Salisbury, who 
has since received a copy of the telegram in question, that Mr. AVylde acted without 
any authority from Her Majesty’s Government, and that King John should regard 
the letter which Mr. Wylde states he has written to him, as the unauthorized com¬ 
munication of a private person, who had no title to address him from the Queen and 
Her Majesty’s Government. 

I beg your Excellency to convey this information, if possible, to Gordon Pasha. 

X have &c 

(Siffnedl ’ EDWARD B. MALET. 




Inclosure 2 in No. 65. 

Mr. Malet to Consul Zohrab. 

(Telegraphic.) * Cairo , November 29, 1879. 

I AM instructed to send the following telegram, dated yesterday, irom Lord 
Salisbury to you:— ... 

“ I have received despatch from Wylde dated Massowah, October 20, with ten 

^closures. . , .. 

“Her Majesty’s Government strongly disapprove assumption by mat gentleman ot 

character of a British Representative and* of his injudicious proceedings in his visiting 

the Abyssinian General and venturing to write on behalf ot the Queen and Her 

Majesty’s Government to King John. . 

“ His proceedings will be disavowed through Her Majesty’s Agent in Egypt, lie 
is not to be employed again in any capacity in which he can assume to be in Her 

Majesty’s Service.” 

Please let me know that you have received this. 




















No. 66. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 648. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 3, 1879. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s telegram No. 91 of the 28th ultimo, and to my 
despatch No. 634, Political, of the 29th November last, I have the honour to inclose 
a copy of a note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs, acknowledging my note regarding 
the unauthorized proceedings of Mr. Wylde at Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD JB. MALET. 


Inclosure in No. 66. 

Moustapha Fehmy Pasha to Mr. Malet. 

M. f Agent et Consul-General, Caire, le 3 De'cembre , 1879. 

PAR votre depeche, en date du 29 dernier, vous me faites I’honneur de m’informer 
que Mr. A. B. Wylde n’etait nullement autorise par le Gouvernement de Sa Majeste 
la Reine ii adresser la lettre qu’il aurait ecrite au Roi .lean, au sujet des relations entre 
I’Egypte et l’Abyssinie. 

Bonne note a etc prise de cette communication, et jc me suis empress^, ainsi que 
vous voulez bien m’en exprimer le desir, d’informer Gordon Pacha. 

Veuillez, &c. 

Le Ministre des Affaires Etraugeres, 

(Signe) MOUSTAPHA FEHMY. 


No. 67. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 665. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 6, 1879. 

M. MONGE, the French Acting Consul-General, informs me that he has received 
to-day a telegram from the French Consul at Massowah, stating that the Bishop of Shoa, 
who was supposed to be detained as a prisoner by King .lohn, has been expelled from 
Abyssinia by the King, and is now in safety. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 



No. 68. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 13.) 

(No. 657. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 6, 1879. 

DURING the last two days disquieting telegrams respecting the action of King 
John of Abyssinia have been received from the Governors of Massowah and Khartoum. 
It appears that the King has given orders to Ras Alula, one of his Generals, to advance 
in the direction of Massowah and to burn and pillage the villages on bis road. 'The 
consequence was a panic in the neighbourhood of Massowah, to which people are flocking 
from the outlying districts. • ^ 

The Egyptian Government has ordered a battalion of black troops to proceed in a 
corvette to Massowah, but it will not be ready to start for live or six days. There is a 
garrison at Massowah at present, of from 300 to 400 men, and no apprehensions are felt 
for the place itself, as it is well defended by large guns. 

No news has been received from Gordon Pasha for twenty-two days, and some 
uneasiness is felt on his account. It appears to be clear that he is not allowed to send 
messengers. When he started on his fresh journey t,o King John, as reported in the 
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No. 09*. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received December 19, 12-30 p.m.) 


t Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 19, 1879, 10 a.m. 

GORDON PASHA has telegraphed to the Khedive to say that, as England and 
Prance seem unwilling to interfere, and as Egypt is unable to bear the expense of war, 
he asks the Khedive to cede Zulla to the Italians, as this would certainly produce Avar 

between Italy and Abyssinia. 

The Khedive is much annoyed at Gordon s making such proposals, and has 
ordered him to come at once to Cairo. 
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telegrams o f which I had the honour to transmit copies to your Lordship in my despatch 

7 ? u a y e Trade > of the 2Gth ultimo, two men were sent with him who left him on the 
ourteenth day to return to Keren. He gave them no letter to take back with them. 

, the s ® co , da y after leaving him they were made prisoners by an Abyssinian Chief 
who searched them and let them go only when he had assured himself that they had no 
written message of any kind. These men have returned to Keren. 

The Khedive fears that Gordon Pasha was asked to go back merely to prevent his 

services being available to the Egyptian Government, and His Highness is anxious at the 

urn which events have taken.. In the instructions which he has sent to the Governors 

°n the frontier, he has enjoined them to restrict themselves entirely to defensive 
measures. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 69. 

Lord Tenter den to Sir L. Mallet. 

Sir 

’ t njr j- , , , ,, . Foreign Office, December 13, 1879. 

of tiir. a ! i ec 0 « r:u 7 uis ; °^.Salisbury to transmit to you, for the information 

letter ^*j cre a *P\° lndia in Council, the accompanying translation of a 

Auonct , C r< I ss 1 e y John of Ethiopia to the Queen, which was received in 

p a J. mi ^ or Majesty s Acting Agent and Consul-General tlirough Gordon 

anrio-frc tran 1 slatl0n °{ tbe on " inal letter » written in the Amharic character, 

e°i f V -? )een T?® hj som .? pers0n lm P erfect ly acquainted with the English 

wm g he° ee bU H \ + m , « beea poss,bl ° to P rocure a better one in this country. It 
fromKint Me a i i C f qT C0I ! tm u a ™ m P laiu 1 t . siTnilar t0 tba t contained in the letter 

theh Tnvto^ f f t lC 24 f J une last ’ aamel y» that the Egyptian authorities 1 prevent 

nition wb , )? H aCCe ? hG T a ;T aSt ’ and St0p the suppUes of arms and ammu¬ 
nition which they are desirous of obtaining. 

*fero A n“r °^.hdng Menelek s letter is inclosed herewith for convenience of 

Action Ai’V an J a n° t0 , f °^ ward , copics of a despatch addressed to Her Majesty’s 
reportto^ti 1 an<1 CoDs o 1 -General in Egypt on the subject, and of his reply, 

consequence commumcatlon whlch he had made to the Egyptian Government m 

tb , ou ", ht desirable to delay sending any replies to King John and King 
Wit], Kto^ John* t0 aV ° ld mterference mtb the course of Gordon Pashas negotiations 

tho Atf’ b .°Y ever ’ t bc success of those negotiations seems at least to be doubtful, and 
the ?„r n \ h i^ e assul ! ie d a somewhat threatening attitude, it seems better that. 
Action o^either side 18 couu ^ r ^ s 10u ^ d bc exc rted to avert hasty decisions or hostile 

Pron*? 1 ^ o1 re I? bos from Her Majesty to the two Chiefs have accordingly been 
PeaK 1 CXpreSSlng tbe Q ueen ’ s sympathy wdth their wish for an extension of 
offc J,! U n C ° mme , rC «- rec °mmcnding an amicable settlement Avith the Khedive, and 

of quarrel 10 "°° ° * CCS ° ^ bs COUI1 try, in case of need, for the removal of any causes 

Copies of those replies, and of a despatch to Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- 
'^neral m Egypt, in the same sense, are inclosed herewith. * 

to ti, "^aUsbuiy would suggest that copies of these papers might be communicated. 

J tue British Resident at Aden. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) TENTERDEN. 
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No. 70. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir A. Paget. 

(No. 590.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 19, 1879. 

1 REPORTED to you this day a telegram from Her Majesty’s Minister at Cairo, 
to the effect that Gordon Pasha had telegraphed to the Khedive that, as England and 
France appeared to be unwilling to interfere in the affairs of Abyssinia, and as Egypt 
would be unable to bear the expense of a war, he requested the Khedive to cede Zulla to 
Italy, as such a step would certainly lead to a war between Italy and Abyssinia, and that 
the Khedive, being much annoyed at the proposal thus made to him, had ordered Gordon 
Pasha to return at once to Cairo. 

I informed you at the same time by telegraph that you should not speak of this 
matter to Count Maffei unless his Excellency should mention the subject to you. 

I am. &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 





No. 71. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received December 20.) 

(No. 665. Political. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 10, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith a copy of a letter from Gordon Pasha 
to Goudard Pasha, Chief Secretary to the Khedive, and a copy of a letter to me from 
Gordon Pasha, which accompanied it. These documents came to me by the post, and 
I took the same means of forwarding the letter to Goudard Pasha. 

^ * * ■ m jraftgyift w n| 

(Signed) ’ EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 71. 

Gordon Pasha to Goudard Pasha 




Excellence, Riviere Takassi, Abyssinia, le 11 Octobre, 1879. 

J’AI entendu que le lloi a appelle chess lui Has Adal, qui compose avec It as 
Aloula et Ras Arya son Conseil Prive. Ras Adal est le Gouvemeur dc Godjam, vidt 
la carte que je vous ai envoye. Le trihut annuel du Menelek, Roi de Shoa, aurait dft 
etre pavd le 27 Septembre, et on m'a fait eomprendre qu’aussitdt que le Roi a arrange 
avec Son Altesse le Khedive il a l’intention d’aller vers Shoa et d’ordonner Menelek 
de venir expliquer pourquoi les tributs n’ont pas etc payes, &c., et la suite sera pro- 
bablement quo Menelek sera depose et que Ras Adal aura le Shoa. 

Le Roi voit avec extreme vexation les Missionnaires Catholiques Italiens la, et 

l’expedition Italien, et il veut les expulser. . 

Son Altesse sait que 1’annee passee M. Matteucci a voulu ailcr a Tadass* 
(voyez la carte) avec le but de penetrer vers un grand Sultan (au sud de Godjam). 
“ Kuffa” <'si a pen pres le nom du pays; la on avait espere rencontrer l’expeditiotf 
de M. Antonori faite de Shoa, dans le meme but. Ayant entendu que eette expe¬ 
dition dc Matteucci eta it en route pour le Soudan, et pour empeeher a present et f 
l’avenir les expeditions tilibustres (les etrangers, j’ai donne un orilre que e’6tad 
defendu, sans la permission du Khedive, qu’aueun etranger fosse des recrues pa-riw 
leg gens du Soudan. M. Matteucci est arrive avec a peu pr6s 50 fusils, &c.; il * 
penetre a Tadassi notre frontiere et lit rencontrant l’ordre cite en haut., il a 6t6 prie d p 

revenir en Italie. ^ . 

Alors eette annee il est venu avec plusieurs eompagnons a Massowali, et de 1* 

esl parti jiour le Roi Johannes. Arrive chez le Roi, il a ctd pris par un grand (lt'sir l ‘ f 
visiter le Godjam; le Roi l’a permis d’y alltar, et aprds il est revenu a Massowali, et 
Italie. laissant, un Vakil chez le Roi et a Massowali, et promettant de reven J . 
bientbt. L(' Roi, quoiqu’il lie sac he pas de IVxpedition de Matteucci a Faga^i 
Pannee demise, a eompris que le but de ee monsieur en venant chez lui, et en alia” 
h Godjam, n’etait pas pour s’amuser, et soupeonnant des relations entre Matteucci 4 






les pretres Italiens, et Antonori a Shoa, il a empeclie aucune communication entre 
les gens du Shoa et Matteucci. J’ai fait tout a M. Matteueci, en soupeonnant qu’il 
avait excite le Roi contre l’Egvpte; car je ne crois pas que le Roi a etd pom* un 
moment hostile a VEgypte; il a donne l’alarme a l’Egypte par ses actions pour forcer 
sur la memoire de Son Altesse qa’il existe, et dtait pr(\s d’avoir dt's relations avec 
eUe. 

Regardons l’aspect des affaires vis-a-vis l’Egypte, a present par les pretres Italiens, 
et les explorations ? Italiens, une nation etrangere, obtiont une puissance eu Shoa, le 
Roi Menelek les ecoute; au moins e’est l’opinion du Roi Johannes. Son Altesse sait 
Abou-Bekr Pacha n’est pas un angc, que Abou-Bekr Pacha a des relations avec Shoa, 
et que si Shoa ne lui envoit pas des csclavcs vi& Tajurah a present, ee n’est pas 
longtemps que ce trafic. a cesse. Abou-Bekr Pacha est Ministre Supreme de Tajurah 
et Zeila; il a tout interet d’etre hien avec Shoa; Redwanua Pa ne s’occupe que de son 
commerce a Bevbera. Plusieurs fois dos earavanes sous les ordres de Matteucci, un 
des gens de Antonori, sont passees de la Mer Rouge a Shoa via Tajurah. Qu’est-ee que 
compose ces earavanes, du sucre ou des armes ? Le Resident, a Aden m’a dit qu’il 
avait saisi 500 fusils a Aden destine a Slioa. Est-ce que e’est probable que Abou- 
Bekr informera Son Altesse de tout ee qui se passe ? Au commencement dc l’expe- 
dition d’Antonori, e’est vrai, Antonori et Compagnie ont etc mal avec Ahou-Bekr, 
dont ils aceusent d’avoir excite l<‘s D<'nahli de piUer leur caravane; e’est, proliable, ear 
peut-etre Abou-Bekr a pensd que ces messieurs ecriraient sur l’esclai age, mais au 
moins, a present, la coneorde est etahlie entre eux. 

Qu’est-ee que eela fait a l’Egypte? Je reponds, si le Roi Johannes ne l’empeche 
pas, si l’Egypte reste insouciante, il aivivera qu’aprfes quelque temps uni' nation 
etrangere s’etablira fortement a Shoa; le Yero Menelek sera renvoye ayant rempli 
son r61e, ct la nation etrangere denumdera de Son Altesse admission et, a sa Colonic 
ou son Etat, ou sa Prineipaute a Shoa. Alors l’Egypte aura un voisin qui ne 
restera pas tranquille a Shoa, bicn sur; il aura hesoin d’uu port quelconque. 

Mon opinion est quo le Roi Johannes a toutes ces idees sur le Shoa «'t l’expulsion 
des pretres et explorateurs Italiens, qu’il ne pousse pas a misere de Bogos, et mon 
idee est que e’est bicn pour l’Egypte ce que le Roi fait,. Pour Abou-Bekr Pacha, 
j’ai d6ja exprimd mon opinion. 

J’ai, &c, 

(Signe) C. G. GORDON. 

P.S.—Laissez ces messieurs arriver et exereer 500 homines; ils deviendront vite 
2,000 et 8,000 hommes; alors ils sont les maitres de Slioa; et demandant l’appui deleur 
Gouvomement, aura sa protection. 

Raouf Pacha (le Girgeh sait tout ec qui eoneerne Abou-Bekr. 

r a. a 


Inelosure 2 in No. 71. 

Gordon Pasha to Mr. Malet. 

My dear Sir, River Tacazzi, October 11, 1879. 

PLEASE read and send on to its destination in such a way as it will not be 
discovered to have passed through your hands. Do not gum the envelope and send 
the letter to the Divan until the gum on the letter is thoroughly dry. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) C.*G. GORDON. 



No. 72. 

Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 20.) 


(No. 673. Political.) 

My Lord, Cairo , December 13, lb79. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that ou the 10th instant the Govern¬ 
ment received news from the Governor of Massowali stating that a messenger had 
come in from Gordon Pasha announcing his speedy arrival, and on the same evening 
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the Khedive sent Tonino Bey, Second Master of the Ceremonies, to request me to- 
inform your Lordship that Gordon Pasha had arrived safely at Massowah. 

On the following day I received a telegraphic message from Gordon Pasha convey¬ 
ing his thanks for the dispatch of Her Majesty’s ship “ Seagull ” to Massowah. He is 
expected shortly to arrive at Cairo, and I have been promised immediate communica¬ 
tion of the result of his negotiations with King John of Abyssinia. It is rumoured 
that they have failed, that the pretensions of King John are extravagant, and that 
they include a guarantee of the Treaty of Peace by the Powers. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 


No. 73. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Malet. 

(No. 360.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, December 20, 1879. 

I HAVE received your telegram No. 191 of the 19th instant, in which you state 
that it lias been suggested to the Khedive by Gordon Pasha that the port of Zulla should 
be ceded to Italy. 

Should you have reason to think that there is any chance that His Highness may 
yield to this recommendation, you should call his attention to the terms of the Eirman 
granted to him by the Sultan on his accession to the Ivhedivial office, in which the 
following condition is laid down:— 

“ Le Khediviat ne saura, sous aucun pretexte ni motif, abandouner a d’autres, en 
tout ou en partie, les privileges accordes a l’Egypte et qui lui sont confids, et qui sont 
une emanation des prerogatives inherentes au pouvoir souverain, ni aucune partie du 
territoire.” 

You are authorized also to say to His Highness that any such cession by Egypt 
would be absolutely opposed by Her Majesty’s Government. 

You should likewise make Gordon Pasha acquainted with the terms of the Sultan’s 
Firman, and inform him that his proposal would be looked upon as inadmissible by Her 
Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 74. 

The Secretary to the Admiralty to Lord Tenterden.—(Received December 24.) 

Sir, Admiralty, December 23, 1879. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the following extract from 
a letter from Rear-Admiral Gore Jones, dated at Bombay on the 1st December:— 

“The ‘ Philomel,’ after refitting at Aden, proceeded to Jeddah with orders to call 
at Massowah on the way. She was to arrive at Jeddah on the 21st November.” 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT HALL. 


No. 75. 

Sir L. Mallet to Lord Tenterden.—(Received December 24.) 

My Lord, India Office, December 23, 1879. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 13th instant, inclosing copies of letters 
from King Menelek of Shoa and King John of Abyssinia to Her Majesty the Queen, 
together with copies of Her Majesty’s replies, and of other papers on the subject of the 
relations between Egypt and Abyssinia, I am directed by Viscount Cranbrook to state 
that, in accordance with Lord Salisbury’s suggestion, the documents in question have 
been communicated to the Resident at Aden, copies being also sent to the Government 
of India. 


tiovf* RjC 

(Signed) ’ LOUIS MALLET. 



No. 76. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 26.) 

(No. 676.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 15, 1879. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose an extract from the “ Moniteur Egyptien ” of the 
13th instant concerning the Abyssinian question. 

It appears that Gordon Pasha did not see King John after he was turned back, as 
related in my despatch No. 45, Slave Trade, of the 26th November; he merely 
traversed the country in the direction indicated by his captors, and finally reached 
Massowah. King John sent a letter by him to the Khedive, which I have not seen, 
but the Minister for Foreign Affairs has given me the following account of its tenour 
as far as he could remember it:— 


“ The King of Ethiopia to Tewfik Pasha. 

“ I hope you are well. I am well, and so are my soldiers. Your father made a 
clandestine war upon me, and you want to make a clandestine peace with me. T 
cannot allow that; if peace is made between us, it must be with the consent ot the 
eight Powers.” 


His Excellency did not know which were the eight Powers intended. 

In talking with Gordon Pasha over the question of making peace, King John 
demanded the port of Massowah or Zulla, or, in lieu of them, 2,000,000/. He 
demanded all the territories taken from him by Egypt, including Bogos and Galabat; 
the right to import arms, and he stated that he reserved his right to the Soudan. 

This morning the Khedive said to me that he had reassuring news with regard to 
affairs on the frontier. There were no further rumours of advance on the part of the 
Abyssinians. King John was still at Debra Tabor, and meantime the frontier posts 
had been reinforced, and the danger of surprise had passed away. His Highness also 
said that he had received news that the son of King Theodore was approaching 
Galabat with a considerable force for the purpose of making his submission to Egypt. 
His Highness observed that he had not known before that King Theodore had any son 
except Prince Alamayu, recently deceased. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) * EDWARD B. MALET. 


Inclosure in No. 76. 


Extract from the “ Moniteur Egyptien ” of December 13, 1879. 

LES bruits toucliant l’attitude que le Roi d Abyssinie aurait prise a regard de 
l’Egypte, ont atteint une gravitd telle que les esprits en sont vivement alarmds. 

Cette gravite, eependant, no resulte d’aucune donnee plausible; et bien des 
renseignements que la presse, dans le pays et a l’dtranger, avait cru pouvoir admettre 
comme vdridiques, ont heureusement re 9 u, par les fails ulterieurs, le dementi le plus 
formel. Les nouvelles fib-houses, entre autres, se rapportant h la personne dc sou 
Excellence Gordon Pacha, se trouvant ddtruites par l’arrivee de ce fonctionnaire a 
Massawa dans la soirde du 9 courant. 

En effet, il n’y a rien d’ofiiciel et de bien arr6td dans les renseignements, que le 
Gouvornement a re§us jusqu’ici du Sous-Gouverncur du Soudan, du Moudir de Taka, 
et du Gouverncur de Massawa et Sawakin. Les ddp£ches de ces fonctionnaires 
rapportent, d’aprfes des informations donndes par des liabitants des pays limitrophes ou 
des voyageurs, que lias Alola dtait sur le point de se diriger, avec ses troupes, vers 
Berka-el-Maria et vers les terres de Beni-Amcr, dans le but de piller ces locality's; que 
le Roi Jean se prdparait h quitter Dertabour pour Gondar, ville que se trouve a cinq 
jours de distance, a peu pr&s, de Kallabnte. Enlin, les rnemes depeches parlent de la 
erainte d’incursions dventuelles des Abyssins, dont seraient troubldes les populations 
des f ronti^res. 

Quant aux dispositions du Roi Jean, bien qu’il ne se soit pas voulu declarer 
formellement pour la guerre, on ne pout pas assurer qu’elles soient pacifiques. Peut- 
6 tre espdre-t-U entralner l’Egypte a une campagne sur son propre teratofre, en 
fatiguant sans cesso le Gouvornement. par des incursions et des pillages sur les torri- 
toires limitrophes. Peut-fitre a-t-il l’intention de faire entrer en action quelqu’un de 
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ses gdndraux, pour en rejeter sur lui, au besoin, toute la responsabilite. Toujours 
est-il (pie dans l’^tat des eboses, s’il y a des suppositions a. formuler, il u’v a, par 
contre, aucun fait a pr&nser 

Quoi qu’il en soit, le Gouvernement du Khedive est parlaitemeut decide a i'airc 
tout <*e qui depend de lui pour con server la paix entre les deux Gouvemements, et 
pour eviter toute cause qui pourrait amener le moindre conflit ent-re les troupes 
Egyptiennes et celles de I’Abvssinie. C’est dans ce sens que les instructions les plus 
precises out etc expedites par* telegraphe, aux autorities de Khartoum, de Taka, et de 
Massawa ; defense formelle d’attaquer, et, en memo temps, ordre dc repousser 
vigoureusement toute agression de l’emiemi. 

Une demiere depeehe de son Excellence le Go uvcrueur-General du Soudan, datee 
de Massawa, 9 Ddcembre, informe le Gouvernement du Khedive, qu’a un jour de 
distance de Kallabato, lias Raiali lui a intime Tordre du Roi Jean, de revenir sur ses 
pas, en prenant la route de Semni, pour aller a Massawa. II a appris que les Chefs 
des tribus Abyssiuiennes ue desirent point faire la guerre a TEgypte, mais qu’ils 
craignent plutot les host ilinis de la part du Gouvernement Egyptieu. Ija ville (le 
Massawa se trouvfe dans les meilleures conditions; mais son Excellence Gordon Pacha 
desire no pas quitter eette ville avant 1’arrivee du bataillon qu*on vient do lui expedier. 
D’aprfc? la raeme d(ip6che, Ras Raiali serait bien dispose pour 1 Egypte. Quant Ras 
Alola, contre lequel le Roi Jean se serait mis en defiance, il a et6 place sous les ordres 
du fils du Roi, Age de 13 ans. La d6peclie termine en declarant que la position du 
Roi Jean a'est pas tenable it cause des actes de eruautd qu’il ne cesse de commettre, 
ctimme, par exemple, de forcer les Musulmans a changer leur religion en lour faisant 
subir des supplices, et de faire couper le nez et les l&vrea a ceux qui foment le 
tabac. ” , . _ «' m'ir> ■ - J J 


No. 77. 


Mr. Malet to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received December 29.) 


(No. 682. Political. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Caira, December 19, 1879. 

MOUSTAFA PASH A FEHMY came to me this afternoon and informed me that 
the Khedive had received some telegrams from Gordon Pasha, who is at Massowah, 
which had caused llis Highness considerable annoyance. 

The first arrived two days ago. In it Gordon Pasha stated that as England and 
France appeared to be unwilling to interfere between Egypt and Abyssinia, and as 
Egypt was not able to bear the expense of war, he asked the Khedive to cede the port 
of Zulla to the Italians, because if this were done, it would be certain to lead to a war 
between Italy and Abyssinia. 

The Khedive, his Excellency informed me, immediately replied by telegraph to 
Gordon Pasha that he could send no answer to such a telegram, and that he preferred to 

consider it as cancelled (non avenu). » , 

Gordon Pasha next telegraphed that the Italians were establishing themselves at 
Assab, and shortly afterwards the Khedive received another telegram from Gordon Pasha 
repeating the intelligence that the Italians were establishing themselves at Assab, 
and requesting the Khedive to dislodge them at that place, and to move them up to 

Zulla. ‘ ' 


The Khedive thereupon, judging that the idea of Zulla being made over to the 
Italians had become a rooted idea of the Pasha's, bad sent him a telegraphic order to 
return immediately to Cairo. 

Moustafa Pasha Felnny said that the Government was resolved not to give the 
Italians foothold on any part of the coast, and that the Council, on being made aware 
of Gordon Pasha’s communications, had decided that explanations should he asked of the 
Italian Consul-General, M. de Martino, as to what bad taken place at Assab. 

His Excellency had accordingly, before coming to nte, endeavoured to sec M. do 
Martino, hut that gentleman was .absent for the day. His Excellency remarked that 
no communication had been made to the Egyptian Government by the Italian Govern¬ 
ment with regard to Assab, and that no bond fide sale of land at that place could over 
have been made to Signor Ruhnttino, as the local Chiefs were not proprietors ot 
the land, and the Egyptian Government could not recognize a sale which was a 

fraud. 
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I made his Excellency acquainted with the substance of the conversation which 
passed recently between Sir Augustus Paget and Count Maffei on the subject of Asah, 
as related in his despatch to your Lordship No. 443 of the 20th November, 1879. and 
with regard to Zidla, I observed that the Khedive had no power, whether he wished it 
or not, to cede any part of the coast to any foreign Power, in which remark his 
Excellency entirely concurred, and complained with considerable warmth of the action 
of the Italian Government in sending two ships of war to the coast to protect Signor 
Rubattino’s supposed rights without giving any information on the subject to the 
Egyptian Government; and he added that, in addition to the representations which he 
was to make to the Italian Agent and Consul-General, the Government had decided 
to send an officer at once to Assab to report what the Italians were really doing 
there. 

I have &e 

(Signed) ’ EDWARD B. MALET. 


- "• - No. 78. 

Mr. Malet to the. Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received December 30, 3*45 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, December 30, 1879, 1*30 P.M. 

GORDON PASllA has written to me indosing a letter for the Italian Consul- 
General, urging the Italian Government to treat for the cession of Annesley Bay. He 
writes as follow s: —“ You can forward it or not, as you think fit, for I do not want to 
raise a question which will annoy your Government until 1 come to Cairo; hut when I 
do come to Cairo, unless you are disposed to help these poor people (Egyptians, I 
presume), 1 shall consider myself free to go to Rome and persuade Italian Government 
to this course.” 

Gordon is expected here on the 3rd. I shall not send his letter to the Italian 
Consul-General. 



















































































































